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Majesty's naie upon April 211(, 1867, by Freclerick SeVnîour,
Governor, at Newv W'estmiinster, 13.C. The Act is a sho'rt one,
and the preainibl-e is not by any- nieans the least important clause.
It runs: " Whereas it is expedient that persons requiring niiedical
aid should bc enabled to clistijiguish qualified from unqualifieci
persons, therefore be it eina-ctecl." This clause showvs that the
idea in the inids of the early Jlegisiators of this Province, when
they passed our flrst M11edicai Act, wvas that it wvas more for the
protectioni of the public fri inconipetent practitioners that sncli
a lawv was necessary, than, as is so often, stated at the present day,
to cre.,te the miembers practising our profession into a closed
corporation. It tiien provided for the appointnîent of a Regristrar
by the Governor. Under the Act of 1867 the Deputy Provincial
Secretary for the tinie being acted iii this capacity. he qualifi-
cations necessary to enable a niedical practitioner to register -%vere
on. the broadest lines, a three years' course of study being practi-
cally the only requisite, provicleci, of course, that the applicant
hiad graduated at tlie College to wvhich lie belonged. The Act pro-
vided for tlie registration upon application of any person possess-
ing a diplomra or license from any schiool, college, society, or
faculty of nedicine or surgery ini the Unitedi Kingdonî, or a for-
cign country, provicled suchi schiool or college required a conîpul-
sory course of study extendingc over not less thant three years.
The fee for registration wvas $io. Under tlîis ordinance, it wvas
unlawTful for any one to assume thée title of physician or surgeon,
or doctor of iliedicine, unless lie wvas registered, andi those doing
s0 without registering, were liable to a fine flot exceeding $ioo.
Nor could any uniregistered person collect fees for services ren-
dered iii any court of law; but so long as lie did not assume any
of the tities enumerated, thiere does not seen to have been any
obstruction to his practising without registering. A copy of the
register wvas ordered to be published yea'rly in the B. C. Gazette..
After a careful search I arn forced to the conclusion that for sorne
years, at any rate, the Act wvas niore or less of a dead letter, few,
if any, medical men taking the trouble to register. The Gazette
of December 16th, 1869, published 4t Victoria, containeci the
following:-

" VIcToRiA, B.C., Dec. ioth, 1869.-mn compliance with sec-
tion 5 of the ±VJedical Ordinances, 1867, the register of the medical
practitioners registered under that ordinance is herewith published
for general information. No registration .has taken place during
the present year. (Signed)

CHA-ýRLE.S GooD, Registrar.
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