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nasty-looking pustules ail over bis body. Hie visits twcnty saloons,
parades the erowded streets, aud sleeps ini a roorn with fifteen other
mnen. 0f the citizens vaccinated one-hundredthi of one per cent.
take tlie discase and oîne-thousandt1i of one per cent. die of it. 0f
the valiant anti-vaccinationists fifty per cent. are laid iow and
seventy-flve per cent. of tlic fifty per cent. die. Thercafter, in that
community at leasi, flic anti-vaccination crusade languishes ami
the officiai vaccinators, when they make their rounds, are 11o longer
denouinccd, barred out, and deluged with bot water.

And so it goes. The more vigorous the opposition, the better.
When it is vigorous the general publie becomes aware of it, and is
forced, wil]y nilly, to ob)serve its resuits. If it ends in the over-
throw of some outgrown sehenie of raedication, well anj good. If,
on the ýcontrary, it ends in proof positive th-at sorne new sebeme of
niedication. is cffieacious (no inatter w-bat the cost to the dissenters),
well and good, again. For the fact that srnailpox is airnost un-
known to-day in civilized coînmunities we have to thank the Rev.
Edward Massey, the Abybe Filiatrauit, and other theologians, who
combated prevention, and the, dupes who died in following tbein, as
wve1l as LFady Miontague anti Dr. J ennier, who foughit the fîr,ýt battie
for vaccination. 'l'le saine ,var xvas madle upon anestheties, ai
it is being made to-day upon the dilitberia antitoxin-and the
resuit aiways bas been, is to-day;, and alw'ays vill be, the same.

Tbe histoýry od mcdicine's final defeat of dipbtberia, when it
cornes to be written, will be more drarnatie and impressive than the
story of any of Napoieon's caipaigns. Fourteen years ago diph-
theria was a universal and terrible piague. Tt killed bundreds of
thousands of ehiidren every yýear, in ill eountries, and the doctors
ivere lieiless before it. It had heen raging in the world for twenty-
five centuries-the ancient Egyptians knew its beavy baud, and the
Greeks called it Egyptian uleer, but no progress wbatever had ýbeen
made in eombating it. The average m'ortality was seventy-five per
cent., and in soýme epideries it reaehed nýearly one hundred per
cent. Gargies, applications, sprays and, internai. druggings were
useiess. 0f the hundred "cures" and thousand theories, not one
was worth the time it woulcl take to describe it. The cause of the
disease, the tiny bacillus diphtheria, had been diseovered as far
back as 1883 by a (lerman narned Klebs-but no one knew bow to
kili it. Then, one day in 1893, a m-an- named Behring invented the
diphtheria anýtitoxin, and the death rate dropped from. seventy-five
per cent. to less than ten per cent.

It is rather dýifficuit to make the tremendous resuit of this dis-
covery plain, because the figures sbowing the number of cases of


