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to be ¢incestuous’; they are also condemned
by the Table of Forbidden Degrées bound up
with our Prayer £ooks. The Bill contemplated,
without sbolishing the Cauon, would compel &
olergymen of the Church of England fo give his
ohurch for the solemnization of such marrisges.
The Bible certainly teaches us to believe that
& man and his wife are ¢ one flesh,’ and there-
fore the man who would marry his deceased
wife's sister, is marrying his own flesh, It is
for this reason the Church condemns all such
unione ae in themselves of the nature of ¢ inoes
tuouns ’ unions.
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Sovthern Churchman:

We mistake if we fanoy po impression has
been made by the appeal of English speaking
Bishops snent nnity. Never before has so much
boen said and written on the subjeot. Not that
any one gees his way to it; the diffionlties are
great and many; but the very fact that Chrls
tian people are thinking on the subjsot is what
gives hope, Oaly the other day, the Presby-
terian Record of Cunada, gave forth ita thoughts
romarking: * The problem of Christian union
seams likely to find its solution in the foreign
fisld. Christians at home do not reslize the
wickedness of sectarian‘sm, nor feel the need of
united forces and wnited aotion as do those who
aro called to apologizs for the divided Church
in the {aoce of perishing heathen,’
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The Ohurch News, St. Louis :

I In & late Forum Dr, Briggs, Presbyterian, has
‘ an admirable article on ‘Church and Creed,’
which, with the exception of confusing the

formulas of modern religious bodies with the
Creed of the universal Churoh, might have been
written by a thorough going Churocbman. His
olosing words are worth thought in the present
disquietude: *In this period of transition there
is need of patience, charity, courage, sourd
judgment, and at the same time passion for the
; truth, There are some who would do away
i with all oreeds. To those we roply that the
i Church has had oreeds from the beginning, It
must have them to oxpress its faith, life, and
R unity, The exoesses committed by the modern
: Church in all its brunches ought not to drive us
into opposite excesses, Lot us correct the evil,
removo the error, and make no more mistakes.
Lot every Christian rally to the position of the
Anglioan Church that the Aposties’ Creed and
the Nicene Creed are sufficient.’

y Amona items of art interest, travelling
** through the press,we recall nothing more note-
worthy than the following from a recent New

York paper

Another interesting curio now on exhibition
i at the Exchange of Woman's Work, is a bit of
L stone picked up on the rondway leading to the
summits of & mountain overhunging the village
of Oberammergau, by & lady, just after wit-
nessing the Passion Play, and which bears a
striking resomblance to the face of Christ as
s rinted by the Old Mastors, The stone was in
i Eer possession for eight years before the lady
it (Mrs. Bacon) discovered the lines of the sor-
Y rowful face revealed when the bit of limestone
' is held at a cortain angle. The State geologist
and assistant State paleontologist pronounce it,
after a careful cxamination under powerful
lenses & natural formation containing a pathetic
and exact portrait which requires no effort of
the imagination to trace. Prof, J, S, Newberry
of Columbia College, pronounoces it genunine
and not fashioned by art, and Bishop Doane,
Bishop Potter, and other well-known men oon-
pider the resemblance striking and ubmistaka-
ble. The lady wished to exhibit the stone for
the benefit of charity, and a little corner was
found for her in the Exohange, where many
_visitors gese with silent wonder at the familiar
faoe out by the hand of nature in the pebble.—
Ohwrch Work.
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VULGAR ERROR No. II.

“ONX OHURCH IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER.”

Do you thinkso? Then it follows that one
religious “‘persuasion” is a8 much or as little to
be trusted, and as much or as little to be main-
iained as another. Therefore schism i no sin,
and there is no such thing as distinotive trath
to be maintained, or destructive error to be
avoided, There is no definite faith, no visible
Church, no »piritual guide.

If this be true now, it was true always. Was

Church? Jeroboam the son of Nebat leaned
somewhat toward that opinion, and leading
all who would follow him in that direotion, he

‘‘opused 1srael to sin,"” :

Is this popular saying true under the Chris-
tian dispensation ? Jesus Christ came—not to
destroy the one Church of the Old Testament,
but to fulfil or perfect it. So far from teaching
that dogma is bigotry and truth a mere matter
of opinion, He desoribed the false teachings of
geatarians as_evil weeds in God's field, “Hvery
plant that My heavecly Father hath not planted
shall be rooted up.” So far from encouraging
divisions, He prayed that all might be ome,
This was also the teaching of His disciples,
“Without faith it js imposeible to please God.”
“Lot there be no divisions among you.” St.
Peter, at one time, for the sake of gaining the
popalar ear, was a Jew when amongst the Jews,
and a Gentile when in company with Gentiles.
Bat St, Paul corrected him by wholesome ve-
proof in the presence of the fajthful, *“for he
wae to be blamed.” And so far from encour-
aging sohism or holding that *‘one church is as
good as another,” the injunotion of this Apostle
was,—*“Let there be no divisions amongst you.”
*Take heed to sound dootrine,” “Keep that
which is committed to thee.” .

But some will say: *“QOar Lord on a certain
oooasion rebuked certain of His diciples when
they wished Him to forbid 8 man whom they
found ozsting out devils in the name of Jesus,
beoause he followed not Jesus in the company
of His dieciples.” True,but although so far work-
ing with God's help, that man by not seeking
the compuny of Jesus and the fellowship of His
diciples, lost the teashing by which the Master
privately instruoted His immediate flook. Those
in the *little ships” were greatly benefited by
the stilling of the tempest on the sea of Galli-
lee, but lost the comfort of being with the Mas-
ter in the ship.

The Samaritans were schismatics, dissenters
from Grod's ancient Chuarch, yet Jesus sought—
not to encourage their sohism—bat to lead them
into His fold. God was manifest in the flesh
for the purpose of establishing—not many
chuarohes or sects—but One Visible, Holy Cath-
olic and Apostolic Churoh, for the salvation of
the world, Unity with His Church is not to be
gained by multiplying sects or minifying the
Faith, Dissent from the Visible Church entails
(1) loss of the comfort of fellowahip, as in the
oase of the men ir the little ships and the man
who onst out devila in the name of Christ, but
followed him not in the company of His more
immediate dioiples; (2) loss of definite teaching
in the Catholio trath; (3) eventual loss of
MFaith, This is well named the ‘' Down Grade”
by Rev. C, H. Spurgeon.— Churchwork,

FREQUENT COMMUNION.,;

Bishop Coxe of Western New York thus
counnsels the olergy of his diccess :

The New Testament tells us clearly to hallow
the Lord's Day by the Lord’s Supper, This is
our law and our rubrio; and to this reforma-
tion I call you all, in God's name. I oconsider
our neglect of Beripture and of the primitive

example, in this respect a_grave abuse, and a
sad impeachment of our sincerity in olaiming

it true in the days of God's sncient Jewish’

to follow Soripture and the Primitive Chureh,
The Prayer Book itself iz against us; we are
all wrong in our practice, however orthodox in
theory; therefore heresies (concerning the
Lord’s SBupper) are permitted, and they are the
lash of God upon our inoconsistency. I say
then, very solemnly and earnestly, let the
weekly Hucharist be restored, as soon as possi-
ble, in il the churohes and chapels of this dio-
cege, * * * Tt will be a blessing to the
pastor himeelf and a blessing to those who may
be disposed to join him in this aot of practical
obedience. With all my heart I exhort you to
this obedience ; with all that Loan do or say as
a bishop, I will support my brethren in it,
Who will gaineay? I counsel nothing hasty or
inoonsiderate. Even reforms may be rendered
useless by rude remedies and ill-considered
movements. Do nothing prematurely, In-
struct first by Soriptural exposition, and do not
drive, bat lead, Be wise and prudent; ba ten-
der and sympathizing ; svoid “the appearance
of evil,” and indnlge in pothing sentimental;
but trust in God, do your duty, and he will not
leave you or forsake you. Where two or three
are gathered for this service, there He is espeoi-
ally ; present by His Spirit ; and surely there are
two or three in every parish who, as often as
the day of the Lord retarzs, will rise early to
commemorate Christ's resurrection, and, after
the example of the Apostles and their immedi-
ate disciples, to join in that ¢ breaking of bread’
which he has commanded to be done for & per-
petual memorial.—Selected.

DIVORCE LEGISLATION.

Sooner or later the conscience of our oitizans
is likely to demand from the United States
Congress legiglation on divorse that will apply
equally to all the States, At present the State
iaws on this subject differ almost radioally.

Oa the permanence of the family hangs the
destiny of the country; if the family maintains
its place a8 loving and honorable we have no
fears for Charch or State; but there iz a vast
deal of unloving and dishonorable family rela-
tionships, We find an artitle on this matter in

the New York Observer, which is of import-
ance :

Mr. W. F. Wiloox's examination of the sta.
tistios of divoroe in the United States has fur-

nished much material for comment, In 1885
there were granted in this country 23,472 di-
vorces. It is taken for granted that for twenty
yoars there bas been & continual increase in the
peroentage of divorced persons, it being esti:
mated that in 1870 over three per cent, of the
marriages resulted in divores, in 1880 over four
per cent,, and in 1830 over six per cent. All
such generalizations, however, are extremely
impertect and uncertain, a8 the statistios are
largely copjectural, and such great factors en-
tering into the problem as the changed condi-
tion in respeot to marriage of several millions
of oolored persons. In regard to the effeot of
not allowing divorced persons to re-marry, Mr,
E. J. Phelps remarks that desire for another
psrtoer is the chief cause of marital dissatisfac-
tion, saying that *nine tenths, perhaps pinety-
pine hundredths of the divoros cases would
disappesr if there conld be nore-marriage,’” We
do not believe that this is the case in the sphera
where divorce makes the most impression on
accouni of the sooial status of the parties, Or-
dinarily, among reputable persons, it is simply
the gross misconduot or inhumanity of one of
the parties that leads to or compels legal pro-
cgedings. .

At present the ohief question of interest re-
latss to the influence of divorce legislation on
private and public morals, It is generally
oconceded that laws relating to morals are uaefal
in proportion to the power of the public opinion
by which they are enforced. Itis also known
that the average of opinion may be so powerful



