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News says-"Wc learn that it mnay be regarded
as certain that a Welsh-spealcing clergyman will
be appointcd te the vacant bishoprie of Llndaf."

A paper watch lias been exhibited by a Dresden
watchmîaker. The paper is prepared in suci a
manner tlat the watch is said te be as serviceable
as those in ordinary use.

St. Mary's Episcopal school for young ladies at
Knoxvillo, Ill., was burnied te the grountd on Jan-
uary 4. Most of the ane lundred scholars were
asleep when tho laines were discovered, and had
bar'ely time to escape whien tho alarm iras given.

Prof. Gulliver of Andover Semsîinary complaîins
that the Institution is "quote in Universalist
pulpits, grog shops, and other low places as teach-
ing a Doctrine which we ablior." lie declares
tlhat no Andover professor bolievos in probation
after death.

Eig ty Frenchnen, assisted by 1,400 African
laborers are about to begin the construwtion of a
railway between the Niger and Senegal Rivers, in
Africa. Tleir operations will bo protucted by a
military colun, which will plant the French fla'g
and erect ire forts on the Niger:

H arvard has students for every state in the Union
except Nebraska, Oregon, and Virginia. Basides,
there are students froi the l)istrict of Coluiibia,
Idahio, Motana, Utah, AreLnia in Asia, Bahama
Islands, Ontario, France, Oetnany, Ircland, lütîy,
Japam, New Brunsick, Nova Scotia, aud Prussia.

There arc tventy-nine Romlian Catholic peurs
who hIaîe seais in the Ergili Iouse of Laids;
there are four Roman Catholic Privy Counucillors
tliere are forty-seva n Cil atlIe Baronts, elie
Premier beinîg the "infant" Sir Henry Alifred
Doughty Tichborine, and the last in rail Sir
Maurice O'Connell.

The disco-very of Ronian rematie is the Isle of
Wiglit, at Brading, has led te t1h unearthing of' a
villa, imiclis regarded as the most important in
iitain. Nearly thirty romns have beau already

uncoveredi. Pottery, boues and coin continue te
be brought te the surface froi the excavations,

hvliclh lave reaeled a depth of sixty-five feef.
The existence of another Equatorial lake in Cen-

tral Africa, far'.to the West ai¯ AIbert Nyanza, r-
miuoura of wrhich have reached Europe froin tinie to
tiiîe silice Sir Samluel laker's firt Journey, is again
reported, this Lie in a luch imor definite formu.
It is said te be in about 3deg. 40min. L. lat., andi
23dog. E. lon1g., and quite as largo as Victoria
Nyanza.

'fc Coumiitee of the tE angelical Alliance had
decided tiat a tuiiversal conference should be helid
at Stockholm in Septeibor, 1883; but tli delegate
'who lias visited Sweden (Mr. Arnold) having founi
obstacles arising out ofdisagreements betwen ti
congregat.ois separated fron it, it semis doubtful
whether the proposal of the coiinittoa will be car-
sied out.

Justin Martyr teill us tliat lie nwas led fromîî
plhilosophy to religion by the gdliy lives of the
carly Christians. Ant wleo. the native converts
oU Madagasca' an proesentinîg themuselves for hap-
tist were asked, "What firt lod yeo te tink of
becoming Clristians i Was it some sermon or
address, or tise readinmg of Go's word ?" tlhe
answer usually was, "It was the clianged condue't
of those who liail becone Chîristians."

rrhe Great St. Bernaid establishment costs bo-
tween $6,000 ani $8,000 a year te naintain. It
acconmmodates 16,000 to 20,000 visitors every year,
te whonî, according te old traditions, no charge is
made, but in the hall stands a strong box,into îwhich
any ona inay put wlsat seems te hims a proper ac-
knowledgmîent. It is a painful reilection on
human nature that the sun lounti anuially in the
stronsg box barely represents w-bat vould be a
msoderato hIotel î chrge for a tlousanîd guests. lu
commenting on this mîiserable ineanness, which
falls very hardly on an establishnent which cau
very ill aflord it, a coitributor te the London
Gra,éhic observes tlat the system pursued is quite
inconsistent with the conditions of niodirn travel,
Cook's tourists, etc. The monks are robbed and
honest peeple made uncomfortable. Muclh better
charge the rates of a moderate hotel.

The Bisdtop of Lichfeld, in a recent pastoral,
hopes that cte sounds oI party strifa are dying
away, and that the peco has becu advanced through
the intervontion of Bishop Tait. lie hIodý that in
the late Primîxate's rooi a truly noblo Archbislhop
lais been chosen. le cousidors the great dangei'
te the clergy is their forgetting the grandeur of
their work, and ho desires that this year should be
one of especial evangelistic olyort adapted te the
wants of différent localities.

This is froin a Cairo paper: "<Tho Bedouins
woro graatly puzzled by the garb of tia H1igh-
landers, who, they came t the conclusion, were
not soldiors, but te wivei of seldiers. Disunee,
of course, encouraged this delusior, as baro legs
were obviously mlore discerniblo jhan the mnen's
faces, covered as these were iwith veils. Tle
Bedouins noticed that the soldiers' woean cauped
by themselves, and they resolvcd to go down ani
spoil the infidel soldiers of )tir wives ; and a
body' of thon actually went, with a rsult wyhicL
must have added to the ironîdernent of boti, for
the British harem turned out ivith rifle and
bayonet, and very speedily tiii'ty or forty of hie
amorous fedouins bit tie dust. After this
episode, the soldiers' wives were not gain attacked
by Arab ShjelIclis who waited to replenish their
lareins with English mounaces."

EASTERN CUSTOMS ANI BIBLR TEXTS.

No. Il l-corxrT m.
But it i ime tha we r eturl froi tis raillu in)

tha fields. We coie lîî ck, ptrhaps, the 'ss
wiliyngly, becase in our capacity as hi.storiais we
coie nîow te a saddcr scel tlhan aly llier we
witcessid whie i thie cuuitry.. .ou m1ay remllim-
ber thai in Our last palier ve tld Voit f witn sing
on One occa'ion tle sports of ti young nie as
they aimlused thoriiselves i'th their howns anld
arrows. They are able to seid these ariows very
swifily, as w'll's straigit, cs, of course, it is to
theuse, as iell as tu ularts or spears, they trust both
in the hlnt and in war te take the lives of aniîxmals
antd of iheir eneamies. On that day as on young
inan, lie surest marksanau of tihemîî al, iras about
to let lis ar£Ow fly to the mrkl, it, by sh1er tci-
dent, cauglit ipoî the string of the bow, and
glancing ofl', struC w'ithla great force a flne lad of
about 1:3 vears of age. lie feUl ta the ground inl
gre!at pain, and semlied tlilost at once te lose his
consoiousnless. lin was borne gently to bis flther's
liouse, whliclh wvas nîot far' of. lhey iere really
able te apply no remedy, not ounly becaucse the
wound was exceuedingly severe, but also because
flhc iiedical knowledge cf ths poo>le amoiuints te
nothing at ail

la this village there vas no one who even called
himli3clf a physician.- In tie larger towns tre
were mien who practisei with saine success 'the art
of lealing; but they came inostly froui Egypt, and
were not nurnercus. Gni. i. 2, and Jer. lxvi. 11.
There wrere dabblers ia the science--en and
womnen throughout tlie ceountry as il Western lands;
but their principal success secned ta be in keep-
ing ihc patients sick, rallier than curing them,
Were -t writteu clsewlerc we would say there was
something of grim humor in that expression. St.
Mark v. 26. Alnoast the omnly remedies they knew
of were outward applications sucli as ointinents
(Isaialh i. 6) and salves, etc. Jer. viii. 22; lsaiah
xxxviii. 21, etc. (St. Luke Nas a physician, but
we have no imeans of knowing how far lie was
successful in his profession. Co], iv. 14.) In the
case of this young man hoirever, the most ad-
vanced humisan skill, even if it could have been
obtained, would have been unavailing, for it iras
trident lie was growing weaker every moment.
As evening drew on his companions seemed un-
willing te quit the courtyard, and renained there
in respectfui silence. ilad it been in older days
of the country's former history, the young man
whose arrow, though it was altogether an accident,
had done the work, would have instantly ßled to
the nearest city of refuge to escape the vengtance
of the nearest of kin. Dent. xix. r-13. 1Jut this
right of refuge, after being grctly abused in in-
tervening years, had been gradually replaced by
the more ordinary processes of justice; and se
the young marksman was there, fuil of .sorrow and

anxiety. The father's grief particularly was pain-
ful to witness. île trier hîimseif ipon the floor
(2 Sain. xii. 15, 16); lie tora his garient, and
plucked out the hair frot his beard in token of
his genuine sorrow. Ezra ix. 3; Jer. Xxi. 5. It
nay be menutoned, in passing, that this expression
of grief, which is impulsive with these people, ras
not practised except the cause of sorrow wuie
deep, and n'as expressly forbidden to the 1-igh
Priest, even in the case of the death of his faier
or mother. L4ev. xxi. ro. Our young friend iere
was unconscious of his pain, and about midniglit
ceased to breathie. Ainost instantly there wvas a
cry that can only be called fierce in ils agony; and
was talken up by all within the house and court-
yard. We could not, even at the moument, but
think what a terrible night nust that of the exodus
have been in Egypt; and how awful the wailing,
since "there was not a house in whiclh itere was
not eue dead." Exod. xii. 30. After a few mnim-
ents the father secied to regain commantd of him-
self, and w'ent to the couch on wlich lty tie now
dead body of his son, and gently placed his fingers
upon bis eyes te close thlids-a service which
is always performed by the nearest of kin (Gei.
lxvi. 4; and then with an affection which wras
touching to sue he bent over and kissed ithe young
lips that iad not yet lost tleir freeshness (Gen. 1:
r), an act which was repeated by eaci one of the
family in thoir turti. Then mîost of then retiied
froim the rooma,-tlie body was wrasied with i water,
Und was with quiet reverence taken to the guest
chamber, or tuppar room (Acts i. 37) of thu
house. As ire saw il here, a napkin covered the
fiace (as was the case with tise sacrel body cf the
Saviour, St. Johni11 xx. 7), and the limbs were
wound round with a lirnen sheet. We call it a
sleet for vant oU another name; it was ratier nar-
row, and iwotnd round ani ronmd the body and
limbs. Acts v. 6, and St. John xi. 44. A most
agrecable perfumse pervaded the eitire reooi,
which We soon fouid came froi the spices, which
were wound up with the body. This it was that
affection and respect promîpted Joseph of Ari-
mathea anLd Nicodenmus to treat the Body of Christ
ere it was laid in the torab. St. Johns xix. 39, 40-)
And as thouigh to add to this gencrous provision
the womsen, you remîîenier, in the carly imorning of
the day after their Sabbath, on our "Lord's Day,"
brought yet more te comiplete the act perforied,
by necessity with somîething of baste, oui the previ-
ous Friday evening. St. Luke xxiii. 56 and xxiv. i.
Tlhis using of spices is not intended only as a mark
of reverensce for the dead, though perhaps princi-
pally tihat iii nsost cases, since there werc certain
instainces where il is recorded in Scripture that il
was omnitted (2 Chron. xxi. 9 for example), be-
cause the life haid beei worthy only of scora; but
it was also initended as a prcservation of the body
in a pefuct state until after iitermsent, at least.
l'his is na easy niatter, because of the clinate
paricularly in the loîtter part of the year. St.
John xi. 39. Just as the day dawned the sounids
of grief broke out afresi, until, what with louti
lamentations and shrill cries fron au ever iacreas-
ing numttuber of n and wiounen, the isole scene
was one of such confusion that ib could only be
justily described as a "tunuilt." St. Mark v. 35.
The excessive expression of grief is frequently re-
ferred ta in Scripture. Jer. xxxi. 15 ai Ps.
lxxviii. 64, etc. Tie tears of ithe father seemed
genuine enough, and ire have no doubt lie was
truly stricken in hlis grief; yet fashion even liera
iad establisied a rule, and It iwas vith a pain, in
which we could not prevent disgust having sone
share, that ire noticed "professional mourners'' who
wve knew were hired for the occasion, performing
their howls, for such certainly were tirit cries,
rocking theunselves fromi side te side in their rnimic
grief. Such persans are referred te in 2 Chroi.
xxxv. 25; but there at a royal funeral they migl,
periaps, secn less out of Place than in tie greater
privacy of domncstic sorr'ow. Such, to, are the
"mourning women" spoken of in Jer. ix. 17, and
Ansos v. 16. These were the individuais whose
presence aroused the Saviour's displeasure te such
ai extent, wheun he enteri the ruler's louse that
He woulid fot abide tlien, but put them out, while
their own grief iras se deep (1) thsat "they laugied
Hlim to scorn." St. Matt. ix. 23, 24.

(To be continued.)
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