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A BIRD.BÂTLL&D

(Front the Daîit of 1Ih»7rik flkqt.)

BY NED P. MAIl.

WVe walked. anc lavely splrinc da.%-
lu thc atvenie up andi dovn
More alluring far the shady way
Titan a street in the gau&y tovtn.

The %Vest ind whispered softly-
The sky %vas verv blue-
A bird sang Iow in the linden troc
Te ber blid ren, as tnothcrs do.

paintedtl poet pictures,
Bright wit ituant' a sportive word;
Brown ces -qni.kde laughinstricturee
Anti gliteued as tbey heard.

Then, 'mid the Collage, bigit Iaughter
%Ve becard and ehattcrings plain.
But we kigzei good-bye. and aftcr
That parting, tt everu-ain.

And. as 1 wander lonely
Up and down in the avenue
Oif the foathcrcd truail folki. aîlyj
For peace andi for quiet 1 sue.

For' \îstreaýs Sparrow-tbe rruthless
MadIe a ballai of our love.
And set it tu musir, rtatbl"ss.
As site sat by her ncst above.

WIith the tale the birtl-world is ringinc,
And under cottage caves
Each lunfletigeti songeter ih singing
Oif that :5pring day ?uid the leaveq.

ONLY A DREAM.
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.- richly furnisheti ronm in one of the princi.
pal streets of London, West End.

Its inmates- were a beautiful woman, a hantl-
some but sonewhat haggard-looking man.

The ltt.r stcodt opposite the mirrar, andi,
thou.gh his face was turtiedt owards it, he seemeti
to experience n great satisfaction at the court-
tenaice that met his gaze.

The t4ro had evidently been arguîng 5ome
point, for the woman .s cheeks were Chused anti
ber eves were humiti.

"lDo vou tbiuk I %wnuld forego my engage.
ments for a fo.jish dream ?!" he asketi.

«'To please me, dear Ralph You seldom do
anyrhiiug ta please me, of late," she pleadeti.

IlBah ! Look ait your wardrobe," was bis re-
spanse.

"lOh ! dresses and money-yes ; but 1 count.
ed upon more than that when 1 left my father's
home. Consitier, 1 gave up everytbiug."'

IlYes ; anti when will vou cesse toe unt me
about it ?I

"lOh, Ralph, 1 neyer taunt yau-at least, I
neyer mean ta. Forgive me-I amn thoughtless
at times. Von know 1 love you ; but don't you
suppose I, see "-and the charrning face grew
more loquent as the dark eyes were brimmed
with tears-"l that vonz neyer careti for me as I
care for von Y There, don't look that way. Onlv
listen to me this once--stay home only to-day'!
Lisetta la caming, anti the poor girl will think
it sa strange if von are flot here to welcome ber.
Tonrrow the danger wiil be passed-tomor-
raw I shall be happy again."

IlA woas's wim,"* he respontiet, slowly
drawing an bis gloves. "'The thing is imply
împnssible. I matie the engagement. Besides,
l'm out of funtis, andi von know wbat that meaus
ta me-I mat- say to iue-whil-- lu these very
exrx-iisive apartrets."

"Halph, von kuow I wold willingly go juta
the nteanet--"

"'Oh, stop, stop!1 No more of that. 1 knaw
that von don',;tkriow auything about it. You
never liveti in a niean place in your lîfe. You
never laid a wvish ungratifi.Žd, ever since vou
have known nme, I am proulti t say, anti you
neyer shall. That is why 1 must go out to-
nigh t."

IlOh, Ralph, sap this way of living 1 I wil
be poor with vou-ive in lodgings, leave these
splendid misérie.', go anywhere-aud love von
ta the endi, ifyon will give it UP."

IlYou talk to Viîe winds, woma-I mighl
sty ta the whirlwinds. If you continue in this
straiun iucb longer-".

"We mîght go bioek born," cantinueti the
waman, lu a broken vaice. «' by father cannai
have cherisheti anger ail this time."

"lHa, ha !II lie laughed, sonoronsîy."J
thiuk h spe the aid patrician standing an the
rug withbobth hantis extended ; methinka h hear
hîm say, '1 fnrglve yau ; bles8 yen, my chu.-
drpti.' Fancy ! the soit of an cordinary actar,
wbose family were mountebanks from the begin-
ning-the mnan lie "urseti. But "-bis voice grett
]ow aud hard-" I1 was not the only ane hc
cur'ied. )on't)yo ste itilawrking ont 1

"'Dan't tslk that way, Ralpb, for beaven's83 ke, or 1Ishallh hos my reasan, " ant i wth ahalf
sm'nýthered utoan, the waman sank inta a chair.
Iliahy notgo back upnn the stage t I am wil

Iig;anything fl-r an hontest living."
-Y'ou forger that 1 amn prejudiceti against

bard work," lie said, turuing balf-aside. "I1
isîpel a fortune lit my back, with my luxurious
tainès sud ruy be-ggrarly ex pPrience. I thouglit
1 should bave ome," ho added, bitterhy, "lbut
thiere I was istaken."

IlYes, but wbo kuaws what may bappen Y bMy
father oveti me once-there le no one ta take
riy place ; let us try-" Titan, trlitendat
the forbidd ing expression of bis face as ho tur.-
té upon hier, blie shrank back, anly sthding, "«If
you wauhd ocly etay homatustoday-to-night 11
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Oht, if yau knew hiaw learftilly raidl that; dreain "'o be in titis, grerit city atane 1" bhemutr-
was "Ininret ; anti lie baves utc sa atten sane 1"

"Wby, did I shoot you, or in)Self 1t" lie askot SIte weîtt ta the grand piano antti sruck a few ar
cooily. ."Diti 1 scatter tny braina (quite an abords wiltly ;tiey seamet anly ta rocoil inlui
uutuecossary canmaodity in Moy business) ai aver sauuti againat lber becart. Sito toak u 1 a daintvsa
te floar 1 Bah 1 vbat Nveak tîtinga woinen are ! viahîîî, but the toues boit no meoady for lier.

1 bave biait accasiontet rentark that befare." Sutuhenhy the doar ivas thtrowu opent
IlThon yen wiil go ! You wihiull nt eed IlA lady," saiti the pompons servant, witli a Wn

me l" douîbtfni glanco nt the veiet figure.
"h wili go. I wvill naL beed you." Mura. Forester camte forwart with a cry af ah- gl
,"Then, Riaiph, goot-by; 1 shahl neyer seecutost rapture. d

yen aive." Alîy one %voult bave beau wlconte in ta;de
lie burst juta a low, musical Iaugh. suprente liour-bow welcome themi bis Sitter,.
Il Howv wel h abouîld hook in tragedy !" lie wtouxsîte lha-t nover seen before ! lu

saii, posiugls heationanide, contentplating Il I thtoughît Rai phb would lie at the uepot," su
bierwti hahf.chosed eyes. " My dear, you sait the yannmz girl, aftar lier wrapas hati beci h(
waitd have matie yaur fortune an te stage. takemi off. Il You doî't kîtow wbat at tittie I liati
Wlîy tutu'; we go at once into egitintate busi- inding yan. 1 amn afraiti li is y nouta nîcîs a Fi

nasa 1" mtodl bîbanti," site atitet, anghing, littlo
IlW ilI van go naw !' alie asket, lier face knowiug wbat pain she gave. "l lie useti ta Y(

brightenicg. "Il wili do mny bcst ; conme, try think %ae*g ris neyer needed bhlm, brut, intîccîl, i
met sec wbat au apt schlar I shahl make- tbink holietïoul(l have niet mie.,,l
anything-anythiug but tItis terrible uncer- "lie woul, I think, but for ait engalgement hi
tainty 1"' that cahot thilt aay," sait lira. Furester, a

" Ah, but, my tear, thero's an casier wvav ta suduhen paug at lier heart.W
fili mY purse. Wben that is full ot the hiart, Now perbapsabsit couit while away thebaeursaff
yelhow rocks-" of that tireadifnl et'ening !

She nmade a gasture af despair, anti hidjiter II Row pretty yen are ! atnd whist lo;'ehy
face ilulher bandls. raouts 1" sait the vouug girl, loakimg about bier. i

IIf this is ta be aur hast interview, badu't we IlhDo you make tes yourself 1"
botter play a ittle at the sentimental ? Shah i1 ",Oh, yea, ahvay'' a1 the reîîly, as the
kiss yau at partiug ;'" woman set a tage taiutt"tily fer the visitar ;11

She aprang up anti fluing lier arma about bis " Ral 01 ikas tîte ton I make botter that aîîy
neck, bursting huto a pa.asiou oftours. other.

"lN o nonsenseaIII lie saiti, almoat angrily, as I 1abonît think hoe wouiti," sai 1 tîte yoîîug
hoe disengaget i buseif front lier etubrace. girl, admringly ; aie was herseif very protty,."« an will nover speak tante that way agaiti," a blonde, uitit sott, ahumîitig eyes andi luffy,
abesaiti, with an empliasis sa mouruiful that it goldetn hair. I)o yen know i was so surprised
startled eveu him. a-len I go; yoîîr latter, sayiîg 1i ttust corne lbere V'"si

'«Wbat was the dreat 1" hoe asked aintost in "IPray, wlty ?" asked bier hostes.4, lnoking tilt)

8pite of himsehf, I 1can s; least hear it;- but witt a smile.
I shail net heati it, ramnember." W~eil, becaunâe h1anlgaing ta play lu .0on-

Itit Lanot miici ta tell, onhy "-sud she don, antI came on with a troupe," a-as the cati-t
ooket up witb s shutder-"l the horror of it- tid ansa-er. IlDon't you sea, a-e ai tlioght

the barrot- that neyer leaves me ! I dreamed you you marrietl bemeatli you."
ware in a roont tha; seemedtet me ta bc the " Oh, tati'; a> that l"' andMît rs. Farester
apartmnents of a palace, iL a-as sa exquisitacly fuir- trewvlber brea;h liard. L
nishet. IL a-as an oblong zoom, anti pietures IlYas, of course a-a knew yeintiti, for yenî
anti srstuary, anti hamgings thiat giteret with a-are ricit anti of an aIt iarily-and besides, it
goit, ast panals paiutet iu tbe most exquisite was foretoît." c
coloraMet nîy 5gb; everywhore. 1 dit net stop IlWhat a-as fortoît ?" quariedthte bostess,
ta look a; thesu ;hings, hawavar. Myi> attention grawing plmhe.i
a-as rivetet an a long tabla ricbl>' drapatî lu rai. tIlEverything as iL bas happeneti, se far," was
it tid net steat a tinner, anti yet thare a-ere lie repi>'. IlOne night there a-as a nratifalb
men anti a-men seatet along bath aides, anti storn-i salhaitaver forgat it-ttumder, liait.,in
yan wure in the centre. Suddenly I saw at your igb;uing, anti rain anti snaa-. Father camne
back a tail, thin, evilaoking man, a-base face haine in the miihst of it, ieatiug a haI-blind I
heit s terrible fascination. He seemet ta bholad gypsy a-ho liadtels;tlier way, suit toit us ta L
full of paower, anti bis eyos glearnet suddtiarteti kinutoL lier. SIte seemati very gratefui, ant inlu
tira, hîke the oves of a basilisk. The awrfui eyes return for foot anti abaiter toit ail aur fortuites.
a-are fixet ain yen, followiuîg your aver' move- Ours-I menwa girls-a-are only camman-
muent. 1 triedtet warn yen, bu; t mytangue place, but Rahph's was a-otiterfui. lea-as ta
seeinta powerless ta move, anti my limba wera marry a grea; beau;y suit an iteireani2-t0 be fonr-P
pahieti. Oh, bow those evil oves folawet van ! tuno's favorite in avery tvay-buit ini a certain1
Anti presenly 1 sa- wha; broke the suahi af my year ta meet with an accident, unlesîi iery curs-
silence-tht iu ane baud ho belti. a shininy fui, which wauit change hi5 a-baie carter."
daýger, anti was anly a-aiting bis apportuni;>' ta The wantan itenet wi;b a antothereti cry.
strike yen, ta the heart 1 "Do i frigliten yau t- asketi the youîîg girl.

"AtLast '«-.îhe roue fromthLIe chair, wh-ite as Il No, no-go an. I1a-as thiukiug," a-ats tîte
deatl' at las;tte blow 'eil, anti at that mo- reaponse.c
ment te ock atrnî'k -iL was trlking a-len 1h 11 Weil, sure enough, hoa marriat a beau;y andt
wakauh up-but the bands seamedtoL stand at a an heiresu-so that part of it caine truie. The
quarter of ilirea. h screameti, but you nititar o;ber-weil, if laie l very careful, lie a-ii avaitd
heard me nor bsaw me-anti thon i1awokae. that, perhalus."

"lAnti ahase a-as t.he face Y' ho asketi, in a " Anti ho woult go ou; o-niglit," groanet ber
how raice. isteuer.

Il bie faIt an>' emotion as ho listenedteL lier Il Why shouidt'- 1" l'sakeul the girl Lisetté,
description of a place he kuew toa -cii, lie gavio glanciîîg up in suprise. "ýDo you kîîow you
tokeni of noe. trigbteu me, you bah a ioi."

I l na- can i tehl, except La tiescribe it 1 A Il h feel ill. 1 bavaebath a dreatiful dreatu
narroa-, higb forehieat ; black, curling hair -,that warries mue ; but conte, let usi îalk af atiter
eyes brigitter than diamams ; a loak of assuret thiugni. "Tell me about yoarself."
pow-er ; thin but bantisorne lips ; Lat, innus. "Oh, titere'il nothing te tell, scarcely. i
Ali, h shahl neyer forge; that man-never !" came on aitb s troupe, anti it gave itemsani u

INo. Ha tant le; peoplhe farget bite, once portance ta bava a brother living iii L,)tuhn,"
;bey have seau li," bier huchant sait ; anti sait Lisetto, setting lier cul'etiawtî. 1, lt'osoaiz

jthon ooket up witb a keen, aimait frigbteried, Dice te came hére auit bc ve icame. 1 ktnow iîl
glance, as hue stihh stoot sntoo;king bis tat witli the athera, are envyiug nue because ;lîey htave La
bis glaveti band. go mLt-t commno gimugs. And tton h havem';

"Oh!I thon you kuoa- himi My d.ream seen Ii..lpb for tlîree long years, andutieh wasaai-
rotoans sometbiug. Noin yon will stay--oit, aays my favorite. I suppose hoe don'; bava ta
RaipIt, yau will stny ?"VItebcaddnet, with suppli. play' naa."
cating voice anti eyes. lier bastes milat bitterly a;tthe double Sig.
t"Ilhudeeti, 1 i a-iiutt stay," hae mate ausa-er, ulficauce of te word as site ansa-ereth that lue

9 împassivaly. " l'Il go if oui>' ta 'boa you of bat ienn the itage.
a-ha; tangible stuif dreamns are matie. Sa "Anti is hoe as hantisorne as ever 1' the girl

e tarewell, atît forget-ali you cut," lia atidedin lwaen; an. 1h usedtet thiuk hbu as heatitifu f as
ta haa-er vaice, sud samea-hat intprcasiveiy. "lIf an amga!.

yan do't sec me again, wliy, farea-ail, aunîcet ."I 1atill think hlm handsente," wa ,lite an.
E your fate as bravely as you mot me." sa-ar. " You a-llindtahiavary ittie chaimge."

a e went ont, humnting anti langhing, leavîng "lBut you're net hiiipy," thunglît the girl.
r bis wife Sitting mationhass, a nanteheas barror i lu l'un afrait yau're nither of Oaur happy. Shait

baer oyat, a faintuess ater bear; that te caniti I ing for yau 1" sIte "kth,aou."Id
uut conquar. nearhy ai thte singing parus. The>' aay I haveaa

Hoa- mcl te had dtareti, haa- mucb alie bat vcry goati voice," abs aduleu, naivehy.
çdoue for tha; bantisameaywarti man 1IlIow Il"Abave ail thinga I shaulti like ta lcar yen

e tearh>' iteb at lovad it, boa-ferventh>' ho- sing, if you wiih uaLtmd mn>' alking about.
lievet in hlm I Anti aven yet iL seezuedta lier I1r restiess to-niglt."

i thaï if ouI> once she couht campei that botter "0f course, walk ail vouu plate; anti h will
sehf of bis ta camne ont juta the ligbt, sbcIttiglit sec if 1 arn in gooti voici. IL a-as audIt a dreati.

yesave hlm tram the curse that seernet haver- fui voyage, anti I am ta mairny appearsuce tu
ing over it. public L-morraa- night."

Site beliave inlu ler treaun, raLlier vision, site The ovening paset wearily aa-ay taeluira.
t caid t 1; anti oaa-i ha ba gone La bis taam, Farester. Heur after hour the iaektiîl for bier
1ieaviiîg lber ta suifer aane. Itusbauti, -ha aaoitiunes, if hobulai a rn of

There a-as nlothumîg tLa lue aa but ta endure luck, came hine early. Ait indefluabie anxiety
bier loneIinusa. If site coult but have followat a-eigitetlier tiown.
hlm, as a strange yearuiug possesset ber La do As far Lisetta, te girl teuh ail lier efforts La
naa- I But hi w 1 lie bat takon a cab at the amuse lier.iltuore a-aroe 8 many beautiful

rdoor, andthie a-as naL hardy euaugh ta ventuire thing s ta ses andti alk abouut, that she a-cuIt
ont, particularly as a thick fag bat attenly nt lstn ta an>' excuses for ratiring.
sprang up, obscuringte streets. 1i ubn'; usuaily go La bedt iil ta-elve"," ah

For sarne moments abe wahkedth iermain, sain, "lanti somotiimea a goat deui lhaer, wbetî
liber liants caspet, lier breas; lieaving with enta- 1 go titrougli a lhay. Do youu' liitk liahî lias

1ion. 1gons Lt thetheatre r'

Iamn quite sure lie lias net."
There came Il knock lit the door. Lisetta

pcued it, hoping ta sec lier brother ; then
loked back with a white, scared fates, as sile
tit, lu a boarlie whispoJr.

lie says-tteyIve -broui4lt-him-hmo."
Doat Il'sliî'kOd the wvîfe, ant intercifully

iiil seuselesa.
ht wu wel l 81 dia. Sho titi uot sec tlîat

ghastly burdlen, uer bear the diecision et' the
surgeon %vioe %as caliecinii, tîtat tie mita was
dami.

W'hen file cnni tu Iterscif Lisetta was weop.
lui; over lier, andtihOe ianiflady dtojlarinig that
stch il dreatiful thuîîg sliotilt bave happeiiedtiet
ler respectableinianiti.

«".Lisettâ, tion't leave me 1" cried the unbappy
womuin.

INeyer, doar ! 1 amn so glati I waa with

'Andi li-oh,* in),Ituatianti1"
hlusli, dear "-anîd tîhe girl tell sohbing ou

ler besoin.
I must go aint ae hlm," saiîl lier siater,

iiiigliet-selt frotithe lounge wvlere file lhat
fallen.

IlNot for worlds !" wax she agonizeti reply.
«, 1teillvoit 1 it.ill. in bis wifue-you $hahl

net keep tue froin is sida."
lBnt dear, there are watchtri there."
Itmilkes lieiadlfarence 11 inutuatsee my

itiabaud. Ihave tlîey liati a doctor 1"
"Yes,."
Anti there is neo 1t 1

~No holie, dtear."
Deai ! 14 livlyapli desîl 1 Oh, my tiar-

.in 1i niy idol t .od bas iitred îîuîî tabcd nie !
She went siowly into; the ruent beyond. hIow

still anti atark antd white, that figure under te
sheet 1

Two tuen wit by the opent bay.window, keep.
.ig eciL other's spirits uii. 'lhey were amoak.

ii.,andti ta pungaut odoer seenitetaolhend
bier.

IIfow little th.'y care !'-site sigîtet..
Lisetta baid followed lier oniy ta tbe douo

thien aliraîtk lack, heaviug the woîuan aloue.
IOh, nîy darling ! if Yeuliait onlv listoeet

te lue !"abcite itued, as fitee ;urmîed ;own the
:overin . "ýVby wouldu't Yeu Il'

Siteflanet over, fixitig lier eyea upon the
lialiid face.

Long and ti tatuh site gazed, lholding ber
breath, bacthibmnds.,poressetii over lier breaà; as
if ta reaâtr,,in tite tapid pulsations of hier beart.

'The moments low.sseti. Onice she looked ui) at
the dlock. L wanted a quarter ta tlîree, anti
theti, throwing herseif on lier kueas, aile took
hber poti close to the body, anti watched sud
WitChed211wi th atraineti eyes.

Wiîa;t t lae sec'rThe meunihall fung thteir
Cigars out of tie wttîtîoW and ichatig.d tîteir
places, looking ini awe at the strarige tableau.
l'ite m:ut seemet utarbi'e oitthe lbed, the wiozuaî

seouit*ti nartîle lit us aille.
huI. "ittsI'ele alti, ivait u1 'ifted finger.

Tiier ane cry rantg tlîrough the rua that
brotîglit evert b)oçt int thdhousse ta the- tiaur.

'Vîîere is lire here !-ie 1 1 tell yoenr
cried te wife hoarsely and rapitilv. Il Ruti ane
of yau for bliî. lic'ài'lt il dati Golequickly
-%vaste no tinte !-for who kîtows -who knows
O)h, [lv, thy, fon hbelit1

liotit watichersle lf t the recun precipi;a;ehv.
otîteràicarne ini, antd witlt careiess, 1 îitving worà»
iitocked hler italies.

Il1care net if hie is colti, rigiti, seus.ees-
thcre la lifé ;bere-I lsaw it ! ilring nie tire, a
coeu, auiyting thiat hurris, aud aie if lus flesîti
doe-s net bliiter !"

Anti stihi tiiey (titi 'lt belierelier. Two
suirgens tii te-by that tinte tbey l18(t appiei
te teslts, andtichnlit the dettititfal opcnTd is

c'yem.
Terrible vax the stary lie tolti, wlten Rt las;

tlîny ronuset i utfrouetthat nledtlî.llke trance.
[le liit b,!coi.îc<,iîtii every mtoment froi
tlhe tipie they prottontiet bit deati.

WVhaîii ls wife carne, lc it t the iieatIly torJuor
s;ealittg over hiâ;eîss butlier voice, lier la-
iiientatiorî, lier close %vatclî reviveti anti Lear;.
enet bimn, andi lie matie aintost superbumati
efforts ta sihow hlier thatlic wus nat teani. 0

'rhat close watcltung saved hlm, and mnadp' Mlm
axtother mnit. Ta the wife lue bal slighteul,
Wronged, iniltoltilho owedtis ir ie, sudlie baill
matiline.-s enongi te resieniber and coufess it.

flis woîutid healeti rapidly, anti when, a mntt
inter, tbey were recaileti to Aitnerica, on the
death of Ms Foreli;er'i fater, lie was able ta
accarttpaîiy bier.

A late repritamîce ball resultet in the alters-
tien (if te Wittini their fiîvor, andi Furcater
founil. hIiseif ini possecssion of the weaith hoe liad
80 lontg coveteti.

But mare ta hini tItan ail the riches tîlt; îow
pouret iti upon bit ,wus the lave thaL t aitico
guardeti andirestoiedtihint, anti of whic lie
fotttîin h ief unwortby.

Tite gatuibler, tebu finit bean aceuset more
than once of unfair ticaig hy Rallth I"orestor,
andt whose loilsellha d intilet an aniirnaaity long.
clierimîteti agans ils victitt, titi it resultet in a
blotv from the daggar of au assassin wax neyer
heard froiu, thutigit a rLwarti wu offereni fer bis
arrest.

Lisotta teas lient lq ber brother ta lLaly,
where abll is still pnrsruiiîg lier stuios, nut biglai
fair ta astotiijali the world with ber marvelorta
voi ce.

Mit. IIr v i.vmN wili bc tentiarot a public
bausinet iu tsndun on tt,, C' et br ii iepartitre for
Alist"ricit unt wbieh bari Caleridige %ise0a l suaeijtuitig
blithoir. will turosi'le.
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