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xlV.
LITrTLE iiLANImIEF-(Ccati)thfed.)

"Are you tuot louely luere, niy dear ?" asked
Zulma raisiiig tlhe chuld front lier kniees sud
stroking beck lier hair as slie stooil leaniug
agaimust lier ami.

"I sut used to be alone, mademoiselle, " was the
reply. "I1 luave atever hadl sny compaiiy but nuy
grandfntber who is often absent. Ho seeks food
for both cf us. He kilts birds and aminals lu
the woods. lHe catches flslu in. the river. No-
body ever came to s00 us except of late whemu my
granifmtlter bas becai called away by strange
muenî anid lias remained absont longer than ususi.
Wlien lue is bore lie speaks to me, lie tells me
stories, lie teacebes nie to understaiid the picturos
in soîne cf luis ohd bocks, lie îtlays tbe violin for
nie. M'len lie is gomue, 1 take more tinue to do
mny work, wasluing clothes, cleaniîîg the dislies,
swecping the room, nuending my dresses. Wben
this is donc, if tbe weather is flue, I gathor
flowers anJ fruits, 1 sit at the foot of the Falls
auaking wreatlîs l'or our pietures sud uny grand-
fatlier's crucifix. If it is Jark or storniy out-
side, I sing centicles, repeat my catechisîn, sud
wben I am tired I play witli Velours. Ho nover
beaves me."

Blanche did tuot say ahi these thiiugs couse-
cntiveiy, but lu repiy te repeated questions
front Zulma wNho led lier on stop lîy. stop. AuJ
tiot the answvems thienuseives, but the manner
iii which they w-ero miade, the toue cf voice, the
expression cf the oye sud tlîe resdy gesture, al
imîcrease liber iîîterest lu this strange cbsrmiug
little being.

"But cf late," slie said," " your gramidfather
lias been sway seversliiuights togethier. Were
yen left 9hi alone ?"

"Voes, ahl alone, muademuoiselle."
" Aad you were not afraid ?",
Blanche snuiled sud thiere was a vacamnt hok

it lier oye wbiclu reminded Zulutai cf Bateclue.
" The niglit 18 the same as the day, " she said.
"OIt, not the saine my darling. At uight

wucked thingsa go abroad. The wiid buts
prowi, bail mou frigliten tho innîocentt, sud tlîe
dsrkaiess prevents lielp fromt ceming so easily
as in tlue day-:"

Blanche lîstemued attentively. Wbat slîe beard
was evideuutiy soinethuaîg new, but it did not
discoucert hier. Sie expliîined to Zinaa that
wlieu the lueur for rest camne, she said ail lier
prayers, pout omi thme nîghit-diess whlcli Pauline
1usd given her-this wai alwsys whuite, lu al
seasous-covered the fire lin wiuter, closed the
domr lu sumnmier, but nover locked it, sud thon
weimt to sloep).

" Wlieui my. graudfatlier is lu huis aicove, I
hiardiy ever awaken, but if lie la absent, I al-
ways awîukeu ut nîidnigitt. Thon i sit up sud
listen. Somîetinies 1 hear the owi's dry, or the
bsrk of the wolf. At otîter times, I heer tlîe
great nuoise cf tlue teiîipest. Sometinues uugain tluere
la muot a souud outside, oxcept tîtat of the water-
fulil. Wle I am-i awske I see et the foot of my
bed tîte imange of nîy mother. SIte amiles ou me
auJ blesses me. Tlien I lie dowtu and sloep tili
ntorniuig."'

The above lsas cold reliearsal of the words
vhieli tbe ebild uttered. There was s pathos

iii tiiem l)oyond sîl words th4mt caused Zuluta to
shted copions tears.

«Dean little thinig," she exclimned, clasp-
ing lier te lier bosoni. " You shahl ho no longer
alomie. 1 wmill take care of you. You will corne
with nie tItis very oveuing. Wili your grand-
fatlier returui to-niglit ?"

"Wlien lie dues not returm, lie tells mue before-
hand!. Wiieai lue returais, lie ssys nothing. Ho
suuid r.othimig tluis aauerming, therefore ho will re-
titrai to-iliglt."

Ia flue earîiestness of lier interview, Zulma
liaJ muet aucticoîl the flig lut cf the lueurs. Wben
she looked ui> et the cI ock it was past five sud
tie- dai-knesa ves gstuerng. Turiiing to thue
serviant whîo, aftea' atteaadiug to huis huorse, 1usd
emteiud thue recui snd teken a seat lu s corner,
she ordered hlm te go out upmu the main road
sud sec wlmethuei amay eue was comimtg. Ho came
hack witlî tlue information that iséverai memu
were gciiîg rapidly lin tlue direction of Quebec,
appearimig very axmnch excited, but that noue
seeuueil to e o miiaig from tlîe towmî.

cIt iay lic lute, Blanuchue," ssid Zulana,
before your grandfetber retmris, itut I will wait

anuother iaoui. Tliem we sall decide whst to do."
At six o'clock it w>oe very Jerk aand a sliglit
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Batoclie eau tereil, supportinmg Cary Simgeton

under the arnus. Tuie latter couid stand upon
lus feet, huit it was witb effort, auud lie iaeedod tlîe
assistanmce cf Ilus cempuaion. Zuluna wmis tluuu-
derstruck on soeimug the wouuded oflicor. Ho
was tue leas astouisbed et seeing lier. Bateebe
smileti as lie glamaeed over tîte recm. But
net a syitabic was uttered, umtil Cary lied foummd
a restimmg place li the easy clhair before tîte fi-e.
Themi s femv lusuty iverds expiaiaied tlîe wluele
situation. Zulnii ui ist imte tears and lamenta-
tions, as she tock a seat et Cary's side, but lue
soon coinforted lier Iuy the assuarance fthalie wss
net dsngerousby lhurt.

" The doctom' tcid ue tliere was mîtling
broken. Ahli acoîlis s few days cf rest.
Batoche wasset my side wlueaî 1 foîl. Ho teck
care cf me sud prevuiied upomu mie te couic out
bore witbhlm."

Batocue smiled agalai while Cary spoko, tlîea
said iii bis turn :

"gThe Captain wouid bave preferred te go
elsewbere te rest, anJ lue conseîmted te corne witb
me omîiy wlîeuuI assîired hiuu that yen wene awey
from homo."

" How Jid yen kuow that?" sked Zulme.
"Oh, 1 kuuew it."
" Yen know everytluing, Batocie."
«I did mut kiuew tluat w-e slueuld mucot yen lau

my humble cabin, but I thouglît it was net im-
possible. When I saw- your cariele et the door,
I ivas not et ail suu-puised, buit i did mut tell the
Captain cf it."

" I was ,nover more snrprised and deligited in
my life," ssid Cary.

Zulma wss conîtorted. Sue tetably )-egained
lier oquanimity, amîd comversod catmnly witli
Cary. After a tinue, wlîom little Blamnche begi
te set the table, sho -rose to essist anmd cooked the
frugal supper withî lier owaî lîands. Later, she
belped Bateche to prepare tîte linimaenuts for the
young officer's brumses. Bateclie was as expert
as auy medicine-mstî amng the Imîdiamus, trom
wimcm iîîdeedlu lie d learncd the vutues cf the
vanlous seed8ansd hem-bs whiliî uug il u buiolis
fronu the rafters of bis hut.

A couple of Itours thus passed ewvay almost
uuaîoticcd. As eigbt o'ciock strucki, Zuima
arose from lier seat and annunaced herjmtention
of reutainimug witlu ler friend tiil the next day
whueu ttheanature of lis wouatds would be better
kauown. . Cary remonstrated gcutly, renewing
the assurance that withiu very fow vdutys lue wouu
ho lu perfect possessioni of lhi.,;liiiibs. On the
other hatud, Batoche enî-oîmaged Zuluaail lier
resolution. Ho declarod lic w-on]î regard it as
a great favor if she would accept tue seant hos-
pitality of lis but for oe.e might. Little Blamîche
said nothiug, but sîme î-lmng te tlîe skirt of Zulmue
sud there was au app)eal lu lier eye whidh tîte
latter conld not bave resistcd eveai if slîe lied
hoon so mimmîed. lu lier usual ilecided way, she
ordered lier servant to drive hack te Clarles-
bourg, iuform lier fatîter why she lied ucuuîaimed
hohind, sud returite leaaau her wîislues-the next
morniug.

"If 1 thouglit, " saiJ Bateche, " that Sieur
Ssrpy would ho toc amxicus, 1 would go iviti
your servant, ariJ explain eveu-ytbumag."

"There is uoic ueed," rephicît Zulnia. My
fathuer is con-viuced that 1 would dIoaaotiiag to
painu Iim, emud I kiucîvthat lis ligh regardt for
Captain Singleton, mud biseaiifidemuce li yourself,
Batoche, will ntake hlm cempletely approve the
course which i take. Tîte chef poinut is tlst
my servent sliould returu at omnce ii order tliet
uuu fethuern uay have uio fear tîtat 1 have encoumu-
tered sunmaccidenit oitthe road."

Auud withont furtîtor delay, the servait tooli
his deperture.-

Quietude thon reiguod li the cabiai. Little
Blanchie recited lier prayers to Zuilna, aaud wuîs
put tc lied by lier, wvhteai sîte went te sleelp direct-
ly. Her strange nuanners amui remai-keble dis-
course 1usd becuia eseul-cc cf greet imterest te
Cary. Batoche netîred te lis sîcove wheauce lie
did not isue for a long timne. Iii the intervaîl,
Zulma aaud the disabled oficer, seutcd before the
fine, indnlged li a lcw-voit-ed conuversationî.
Cary tlîanked lus wounds for this uuexpected op-
p)ortuuity of pleasamît repose. Geimug over ail
the circumstauices, lue regurded tîuis meuetin withî
Zulnua aRs senethuamg provideiutial. Hiceda(
aumost a suspicion that Batocîte 1usd lied a secret
hîand ia biîîging it shout, se impressed lied lie
hocome withi the wotîdemful rescurces of that
simguler man. Zulume wass ctnally calm, but
hiem lteart M'as fumll etr gîtitude auîd thuene was a
foerraui lier lamguage whlîihowed tliit lier

bis wildest tireaîjs, aînd wviicli would neyer recur
aýgain , to sit thus, a tliousand miles away frornhome, in a lonely bunt, iu tbe snow-piled forests
of Canada, with one of the ioveliest and graîîdest
wonien of God's planet. Over and over again,
as lie took ini quietly tlîe fuli significance of tlîis
fact, lie closed lus e'yes and delivered luis soul to
fuîll and uniinterrupted fruition. Tîtere are brief
hours of ejoynent-few sud far betweeii--
which are full compensations for years or Jul,
comnionplace existence, or even of positive sutfer.
ing.' Cary was very happy, andlhe miglît lhave sat
thore, before the fire, the livelong îight, without
evor thinkiiig of lus own or lis conipaniol's
fatigue. Zulîna, wbile no less absorbed in lier
own deliglit, was more cousiderate. Wlîen ten
o'clock was reached, she called Batoche froin bis
retreat and 1 roposed to Minu the arrangements
for the niglut. After these were settled, 8he
told lier old frieaid that she iiad a favor to ask
lil. Slîe wished hlm to play the violin. Ho
liesitated a mnonent, thon with a quaint smiie
fetched the instrumnent from the little room.
Taking bis stand in the centre of the but, lie
opened wi th a few simîple airs whicl u oly drew
a snile froni the lips of bis listeners, but aIl at
once, changing his nîiocd, lie pluuiged lito a
whirlpool of wild îuielody, now torturing, thon
coaxing lis violin, till hoe seemed transported
beside bimsel f, and both Zulina and Cary fancied
tbemselves ini the presence of a possessed spirit.
They exchanged glauces of wouder and alînost of
appuelionsion. Neither of themn was at all pre-
l)ared for this exhibition of wondrous mechanical
skîll, and pieternatural expression. Bgtoche
closed as abruptly as lie had begun. After a
final sweep over the strings that sounded like a
sliriek, hoe hîeld bis bow extended iii bis hand for
s moment, while bis contracted features sud
flxed eye assuîued nu expression of listening.

" There is trouble in the air," lie ssid quietly,
as lie walked back to the alcove to lay by bis
violin. * "'The day which lias beeil se eveutful
sluall ho followed by a niiglit of distress. We
hiave been happy. Onr friends are mot so
happy."

xv'.
A PAINFUL MEETINGI.

Deep silenîce followed these words. It was
broken, after an interval of about ton minutes,
by a great commotion outside and the rushing
of Batoclie to the door. Cary snd Zulmia
remained in their seats awaitiug au explanstion
which was soon forthcomniug. Batodhe entered
supportingon bis at'm the droopiug forin of Psu-
linoe. M. Beîntont followed, the picture of anger
sud despair. Wheii Zulma saw lier frieud, she
uttered an excîsutation of pain sud sprang for-
ward to aneet bier. Pauline liaving shot a burniug
glance at lier aud at the figure sitting beside
bier, placed bier bau n nfor heart, and fol
baekwards in a swoon. Cary forgetting bis
wounds, liobbled to lier assistance. The whole
liousehoid was bustling around the beautiful
victini, as she lay uuconscious in Batoche's easy
chair. But the sttack was only traitaient. Pau-
line soon recovered consciousiiessud strengtlî
under the action ofirestoratives, sud tîhe ompaIky
was enabled to uuderstand wliat coinbiinatioîi of
strauge circunîstances liad thus brouglît then so
unexpectedly togetber. M.-Belmnont diew Batoche
inito tht alcove wliere they 1usd s long sud
loud conversation, the substance of wbich was
that both the friends were iu imminent danger,
tîhe one of bis life, the other of his liberty.
M. Belmomît had been warnied that day, tbrough
the friendly offices of Csptain Bouchette, that
hie nnat et receive Batoche luto his biouse aniy
further. Batoclie lîad lately been tracked in bis
nocturnal excursions to sud fromn the town. the
autliorities bsd been aîade aware of his doiugs,
sud strict ortlers liad been issued for his capture
dead or alive. The nman whlo was onu lis lieeds
was Donîald, the servant of Roderick Ilardinge
who lied apprised bis master of the facts. Ro e'
rick tlirough delieacy, hîad not ventured toeiMen-
tion tlîe niatter to M. Belînont, but lîad com-
missioaied tlîeîr iutual friend, Bouchette, to do
se. The Beluiioiit bouse was liereafter to ho
closely m-ateled, sud if Batoclie or any of bis
cnipsuionis were tound tlIre, uot ouly would
they ho seized, but M. Belmont himaeif would
ho arrested snd tried by court martial. This
threat was bad eiuouglt, but there was worise. M.
Bebinoiutbad thet day received au anonyînous
letter in wbich lie was told tînît s sentence or
bauislîmeut front the towîu ivas hlaglng over luis
bead. Colonel McLean, tommander of thec re-
gulars, sud the bighest. officer ini the ~rio

nmter.Go ,erno 1Caneton, 1adincluded1bus ain

tbere were sullicient valuables in coin to an-
swer his purposes, and fully cover al hbis ex-
penses for months to corne. Hithertoh lie d
struggled liard agaiinst his fate and bis feelings for
the sake of bis danghter. Now that lie -was foreed
te act, hie would resume bis liberty and lie hoped
Pauline would becoane reconciled to the change.
He ivas not too old, and lie had sufli cient bodily
strength to carry bis priuciples into practive if
need be.

M. Bebunont poured out bis story witlî rapid
aninmation, being neyer once interrupted by
Batoche. Wheaî lie had concluded, lie grewfcalmer and was in a proper state of min(1 to re-

tceive the advice of lus friend.
Bstoclie's wcrds ivore few sud delihorate. As

for himseif, M. Beimont need itot feer smuy fur-
thon trouble frouiluis goings and comiaigs in tho
town. Hoelied ne dmead cf the wolves, oniy
hate. Ho iaughed et their tlineats. Tiiere was
liot au Englishman of tbem ah cunniîug enougli
toeontrap bim. Ho would continue bis visits as
lie pieased, but lic would nover coane near M.
Belmcmt's residence. As te M. Beimont's por-
sam case, hoe wculdsimuply advise hlm to maitu-
tain lus guouud, anmii ut compromnise himsolf
by fil g lit. Ho kuicuv tlet luis frieud was muo
coward,' but fliglit wassa cowerdiy sot. Thon,
thore wvas Pauline to cousider-su all-powerful
argument. Al bis life lied been ceasecrated to
lier--lt it ho cousecrated to the enud. Ho bail
unade meuy sacrifices lu lier bhlaf-he sliould
uot recoili hfore this grestest sacrifice. The
dear chld miglit acquiesce, but it would cause
lier mîusy s secret teemr, and snob as she were toc
good te homatde uulaappy. Besides, M. Bel-
mont sliould thiuk cf bis conupatriota. Ho was
their foremcost anan. If lie fled, tbey wculd al
be put under the bau. If lie Jegerted tliem,
what would mauy cf thenu Jo lu the supreme
lueur of trial thet wus coming?

M. Belmont ILitened attentively, allnost ne-
ligiously te the werds cf the ma whom hoelied
of late se mucb learued te admire, aud whuose
uisdoiui uas nover niere aperoent than on the
present eccasien. Ho thauked Bateclie warmly,
but faiued te say thet lie wouid fohlow bis
sdvicc. Iustead cf tbat, ho took i hu by the
baud and drew hlm lunto the apartiiteat wliere
the yonng people were seated.

Tliey too liedlied au absorbing coinversitiom. 1t
was the sght cf' Cary whlchulied so snddenly
unbshanced Pauline wheuu she flrst entered the
cabin. Frean a basty note wliicb Batoche lied
smuggied lutte the tewu, she lied lesrued cf bis
misfortuuîe et the Intendent's Palace. She lied
been feveishiy auxieus te hear more about bis
fate. This was one cf the causes wh-y she de-
cided upon accom panylng lier fatber lu lus
perilous jouraîey t b t niglit. SIte knew she
would ieet Batoche and gather full particulars
fromuî hlm. But sbeclied no suspicion that sIte
wouud 500 Caryv himself. Aud the preseaice cf
Zulmne was suother mystery. But after sbe re-
coived cousciousuess, as we bave seen, sud,
seatedl betweeai tluea, lied beard the expiaustiomu
of everythuing, not only did -lier spirits revive,
but sbe forget ahi the other serrows wblch
waited upen lber. Cary, tee, completey ovor-
looked lis ewmî alimenta li thie Jy cf ier pro-
seuce. And Zulmua, without misgiviuug, without
af'terthoughuit, was perbaps the happiest of the
thnce, hocause she partook cf tue pleaure wliicli
lier tw'o fniexuds experienced ln a ecl otber's so-
cioty.

Thus a full heur of uuaiuoyed eujeymeut
passed awumy, after which thte conversatioat ae-
cesssnily Jrifted inte more serions courses. It
could bandiy ho othcrwise lu view cf the circumu-
stances by whicb they were ehl suî-rounded.
Youthu aud beeuty sud love canuot aiways feast
npon tbemselves. Thuey must perferce returmu
to tbe stark realities cf ife. Tliey spolie Ôf the
wsr auîd cf ail the misenies attendant upoau it-
the suiférongs of the poor, the privations of the
sick, the auxieties of pareuta, the peugs of ah-
soice, the rigors cf the cold, sud the terrible
sacrifices wuhicb eieuu the commonest soldier la
obliged to make. The two girls listened with
tears as Cary grcphically reccunted luis expe-
noences4, wbich, tiiengl relieved et times by touches
cf bunuci, wcre profoundly sad. Thon zulma.
iii cloquent laugnage aumd passienete gestures,
gave bier view cf the situation. Pauline was
mostly sileaut. He o oe uvas te recoive the ccii-
fidences of otliers, ather than te couuînunicate
lion ewn. At timeti, 1h the march of discourso,
tîte veil cf the future was timidly raised, but
immediately dropped agein, witlu au instimuctive
siurimking of thle three young bearts. That fer
tlîey Jurqt not looki. Thle preseuit was more
than sufficieut for them to bear. A gentie,
mercifut Providence weuld provide for the rest.
*Who enu gange the effect upon the participanuts

of tliis interview, in sncb s place, et sncb an
bour, andt aunid so uîaiy singuler circumstsiuces ?
It wuîs Jeep), sesrchîîug, and ineffaceable, sud thue
seqiiiel cf our history wilt showv that most cf its
cl Ininstimmg eveuta were directly tracesîtie te

tlîis meieorable oveuiug.
Wlien M. Belumîcat stopped fcmrward with

Betoche 5 lue et once cddressed hinîseif te, Cary
Singletonu, asking bis advicc on the subject cf
the cemuerence just held in tbe alcove. Thte
youug eicor, after blushiug and faltering et the
suddeumiess cf thue apeal, replied lu a mauly


