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e 7:Can [ confound te plaints of my ehild with

tho wind mosniiys through the forest? Mudness!”
 she repeated, in a sadier, softer tone ; “Ah Vit
is perhaps because I nm mad thay my cyes are
sealded with téars, my locks lunched with griel,
and that [ wander, u vaguabond sorceress, amidst
these wikis '

¢ It js=wit must be she 1" c\dmmc(l Carmen,
and taking the band of the Scigneuresse, she
would bave adidressed her; but she, recatled toher-
self by this action, placed o finger on the luli-
openad tips of the young siave, mu\ said, \\\ll\ S
gentle smile,

» Despair o, my daughter ! we shall meet
again ere Jong.”

¢ Adelaide I mursared Donna Cormen.

o Jlush ! - imi_rrnpled 'the" Sei"nouroaso i
© Margaret bids you nll adiett, for soime days.
Michel ! see toit that yui treat thont well?” and
she rapidly depavted, leaving the inmutes of the
tent sifent and absorbul in the difierent thoughts
0 which this interview had given rise.

{s tho mean tima the Teopard had not remained
indifferent te the fate of his nephew, although
; the latter had often in his heart reproached him
with it. The day ‘after Morguret’s departare,
. he entered the tcnc of Aichel ile B’mquu. and’
seating himgelf on the vrouml suluted his com-!
rade as if he Im([ snmpl} ‘come on ﬁu.ndl, vi
A.(‘tcr'l,ﬁ,\v minutes’ passed in silence; he Tose
and helpcd lumsnll aceording to .n.ustom of the
Brethren of the Const—to powder and shot from
Michels stove. Te Tlagque retmnined in stlout us-
- tonishwnent ut . seeing him act lesmdlllc\mtl),'
.l withent even Jooking to his nephew, who was,
employed in stretching n hitle-in the: corner of
the tent. A qumtcr of an- hour elapsed without
© word : on cither srde, and the Lcor'ml ihen
. broke silence. " L A
"4 Lo hast not (m(,olten our 'mclent ('ncnd-
ship, Michel I Thou romcmbcrest that ‘thou
did'st once thyselfintercede w ith me for Joachin.
Thou knowest how T love the son ol'my brother?”
“ Ty what does this tend 2” ssked Michel,
L “Thad hopm\ ' continued the Teopard, « that
= my commde uould not treat like an African ne-
- gro or \pmu:h sln.\ c. a brave )ouLh who had
beon his companion,” e
{41 am master of my own ser Frants, )'t'p]ied Te
e quuc mdcly “and owe acconnt 1o no man.”
M leis trie” mturned the Lcnpmcl o7 I
can {oice thee ta bu lmmuue and '-eucrous. T But
1(‘ you are not =\mh, um(l\er is there ou«m {opre
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vent e suying—* Miche!, the Leopard \lespnu
thee U'?
. Lo Basque grew p’x!o, uml l‘l:“l” from s smt
exclalmed ; .
A Well, if-you will tave it, bc it so! I h'ho i
‘this )oun"smr, wito tneeasingly though s:tun(lv‘
defies me.  ITe is my boumlen servant, and such .
he shall remain until the term of our agreement.”
“Very well I replied the Teopaed ealmly, . .
4 then we must fight. Michel ! fur thun canst uot .
strile my nephew but it seens that my own desh
writhes under the Insh, My bload Sows inthe -
veins of this young man, and in hiw I feel my- | )
self ingnlted.” L
“O my uncle!™ inter ruptm] Joachim- it
ernotion, cndc-uumm" tv seize. the luml nl' ‘his
uclvocate, r
" Silence ! w crxcd lhc Inttor hm«hl\' bmnwhn
lip however (0 vestrain his feclings. © Tliveling,
to thy w orlimetnd lemu Lhe free buecancer to
his ¢ ¢
+ Michel le B Busque shl\ hesitated to m-cepl ‘the
challenge- thus given him, and the Lieopard open~
iilv the ("llub.lsh that served him ns lnmlm"horn.

'h("':m toseatter oni the, ground the powder L

Bl faleen n fow. minutes efore; N Jlns‘ n
token of r viation of alitfvienilship and fol
lowship, and was the mest gridvous insult that”
one miventurer could show anather, .

% Not that—not llmt I mmmmml Michel,

2 You wish then that T shiould use' thine vwn
pm\der und ball agn cainst thyselt 3" said the Teo-
pard, glad tn esenpe, \\lmtlu. considered a hard
{ “Beitsn ! .f will retain them, outof the .
ar thee, In rclurn, lovk that thou "
bearest thyself bravely, withont weaknessor hesis
tation—just as if lhou lmdav. to do \mh a Spanish

_Le Basque had commeniced lm\dnv- ms fusil
AImokt tr erablingly, bnt ot this woment e wivticed
Carmen and Joachim- exchanging o plance—of
tope, it might llu—-lndqu)um rage lent Mim new
{irmuness, ‘
" #Toear; notw ness ok hiesiiation on ey pree,”
heeriud - hand shall be as steady.ns your
own, Ieopm(f ! -No,! no !y good s 3 1
hemuttered to h.n‘\scll “1 wn not yer under
g\uund . i
" The duel, nmonvst the B rnt‘hlen nl‘ (he Coast,
had its speeial rules an statutes, and was a very
ﬁc.qucnnuodu of determining any disputes that
arese. The presence of two seconds and- ofn
sargeon was generally requisite, nnd il either of
thcmr iesreceiveda wonnd through lhulrencho
or uufirirness ‘of his untu"omst. the Jnm-r was :
: irumedintely mrcd b) tha mtucsscs, ,baund to a

tree und <lmt S :
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