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Doos Pill Making Pay ?

muy Aivr N. n>oiu:sctuPh.., K . City, Mu

h'lie art of pill mnaking is a source of
revenue too muclih neglected by ite phar-
inacist of to-day. There are tiose who

say that it does not pay ; but experience
teaches that it is one of the mîost i..ofit-
able ani satisfactory branches of piar-
ittacy. While, of course, there are certain
pills whîich the apothtecary cannot manu-
facture with profit or satisfaction to imiu.
self, sucht as those of iclithyol, creosote,
the oils and oleoresins ; yet, aside fromt
thtese there are iiiberless otiler pills in
constant use which lie can inanufactire,
and which hold ouit opportunities for
profit. It is thte smiall things thtat the
druggist doos for hs patrons whicli make
hii popular with thiet. Wlien they leari
tilat he is careful in smtall miatters they
become wonderfully attached to himit, and
will walk a dozen blocks, and past as iany
pharmacies to patroni/e hit.

As amt illustration of this, a single
:instance will suffice. A certain apothe-
cary decided to manufacture compound
cathartic pills, because those on the
market were not uniform, and too oftenl
of little value. le maIde the first lot
fron the ordinary stock, but these did
not prove very satisfactory, and lie
resolved in the future to ise only tested
standard drugs. After sorme exlperiiic..t-
-ing ie adopted the expedient of prepar-
ing coipound extract of colocynth, and
the extract of jalap, so as ta have tiet
stronîg anid pure. As is well known,
colocynth varies in strengti frot 3 to 50
pur cent., and the best quality cati he had
at the samne price as the poorer grades.
There is also much difference in% the
virtue of thre jalap and scaniniony fotund
in the market. This 'ipothecary pur-
Jiased the best crude drugs, grotind
thm, and iiade extracts to his own satis.
faction. le tien obtained the best
quality of gamnboge and iild chloride of
imercury, and from tliese drugs lie made
a second lot of pills whiclh vere so highly
satisfactory that they have mrade for hii
a ltost enviable reputation. le has
continued in the policy thus inauigurated,
and the superiority of the product is
responsible for iianly a valuable custoiîer
that lie ias since gaiied..

This instance shows that with a littile
skill and a practical mind, the apothecary
can draw to his shop patrons who have
not hitherto been customers. People
soon find out wheni the apoihiccary
ieglects thcmn, and conversely, wien lie
makes a constant, progressive effort to
piease, they soon discover the fact.

Another instance in evidence: A cer-
tain physician, making a specialty of
nervous disorders, found t dillicult to
obtain a uniformt and reliable pill of the
valerianates of zinc, iron, and quinine.
He spoke of this one day to a certain
apothecary who was clever enougli to sec
an opportunity for profit in just such pre-
dicaments, and the latter promptly offered
to make the desired preparation, pro-

vided the physiciai woild give the pills a
fair trial. lie dird so, and it is nleedless
to aidd that lie now lias the full confidence
of the physician, and thti; lie profits hy
the prescriptionts and ill other patroIage
controlled by the physician. Moreover,
the physiciai woild never thinik of dis.
pensing his owt drugs, hecaise he knows
that the apothecary is clever and can be
relied rupon to keep only pure and first-
elass stock.

It is seldomi that one finds a physicianl
vio lias not a special formula, or iumttîber

of foriîmulu, whici lie loved to prescrbe
on former occasions. 'lThe observant
apotltecary soon notices this, and, if lie is
shrewd, will coin such observation tuio
many ai hîonest dollar. Nothing pleases
the physiciani mnare thait wieii the piar-
mnacist caters to his fancies, and thus lthe
doctor's special pill lay be made the
basis of a comibination between the pliar-
mîacist and dit physician, whicli mtay last
throught mttaniy yCars.

It is easy to imake pills, and coated
pills at that. Thousands of apothecaries
are doing it to day without the slightcst
inconîvenience, and it is onliy becauîse
they have not taken the pains to investi-
gate the subject that thre balance are not
doing so. Pill mtaking is easy, doubly
profitable, and highly satisfactory in its
every detaiil. It requires the outiay of
very little extra capital, and gives a shop
the appearance of being imndependent of
imanurfacturintg firmts.

PRaCTICal, HINTS.

Excipien/.-As in other details, jumdg.
ment is necessary in choosintg an e.scipi-
ent for a pill mass. Wlhen thre iigredi-
ents are sufficiently adihesive to be de.
veloped by it, water is lite proper excipi.
omnt ; but when they are not, it is ntcces-
sary to use syrup, glucose, glycerin, gly-
cerite of starch, tragacantI, or syrup of
acacia. l'tire glucose is probably tie
best adiesive excipient kiown. It has
few incomipatibiiities, is colorless, very
adhesive, practically non-volatile, and
only a very siall quantity of it is neces.
sary to iuake a mass thiat is easily worked,
and, best of aIl, niot spongy.

Glycerint is of great value as ai excipi-
cmit, even wlien ised in combinatioi with
glucose; but onily a very sitall quantity
of it dare be used, for it is hygroscopic,
and often gives a pill mass a permanent
softness which is to be avoied.

''ie great objection ta syrup, acacia,
tragacantth and thie glycerite of starch is
that they often produce a spongy and un-
inanageable mass, whiclh dries slowly,
and becomies too liard when dry. Glu-
cose has none of these undesirable fea-
turcs, and seems to be the ideal adicsive
pill excipient. llowever, the same excipi-
cuit cannot be tsed with aill pills, and
judgmient ini each instance in selecting the
excipient is a prime requisite of a satis.
factory pill mass.

Coa/ing-Gelatin is undoubtedly to be
preferred as a coating. Coating wilth it
is more quickly accomplisied titan with
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sujgar, and has the advantage of beintg
soluble in both the liquid a nd peptic paits
of the normal gastlic jîîme, while sugar is
Soluble onily ini the lIiuuid. pills cani
he gLl.Itmi n coated tid ihltspe'cnsCd m tifteeI
minutes, wile stigal coating repires a

uteh longer time.
" ieading '" is one of tIle d iscoti tagmîg

ieatures iii coatmig pills writh gelatin. It
can easily he avoided, however. by the
addition of one grain of calcincd llagnesia
to the mliass of cery lifty piTik Tis
hardens the pill, and mmtost effctuttmally
prevenîts " beadmng"

It is not well to lieat tIhe sane gelatin
too oftei. A ntoleuL.r th.isge oceml nm
gelatin after bcrng heated weeal times.
which tenders it comparativelv msolubie,
aid therefore iseless as a coatmg.

Siccess in gelatin c.oatmiig dIepenis
largely upon tle temnpeiatume at whîich
pmlls are dipped. It should not be boil-
mmIg, but shorild be about the colsistelc)
of syrump, and just hot cnough to droIp
freely. practical openence is the best
teacher as to this, however. and those
wvho coitemplate mtanfactuig coated
pills will find full directions for procedure
witht any coating apparatus they miay
purchiase.

'/ie /ia/.P///.- ideal p1l is smiiall.
round, aid easy soluble. It nmbst be
freslily prepaied, froi oUily tle pinmest
drugs, and should le.e nmo limt of lis
ingredients uipoi the tongue. When all
dirig;ists manufactuire tiir own pills as
indicated above, tle pharmaeutical
miilleniumti wvill he at hn.K/oa
Druggisi.

Best Forms of Quinine.

The Societ- <le Therapeutique recenitly
a pp.oiited M.\I. Adriai, Berioz, and Ioy.
iiomnd, a coiiiiiittee ta report on tlie aîtbve
question. They concluide that tei best
sait is tle hydrochlorate, mn heng thle
richest In alkabiod, sufhicientlv Soluble,
and less irritatmit to the stomnacli than
the sulphate. h'lie hydrobiomiate s!oilid
be used only ii cases rebellhous to tlie
h) drochlorate. As to the pharnmaceumtical
fori in which the hydroclhlorate sliould
be admiiimstered, conpte-sed preparatmons
are condenimned, and pills iade rip with a
soluble excipient or soft elastic gelatin
capsules are Tecoiiieided. I'ills or cap-
sules,contaminîg aci fifteei centigram mes
of the hydrochlorate, and given oie in
the imlornimg and onme ai night, or else be-
fore ineals, suflice to keep the systemi ii.
der the influence of quinine so as to ward
off attacks of malarial fever.-T/e Lanret.

EXTEMPO N.n' 0Us Pinvoksnm FN-
NEU..-For filtermig viscous fiuds., A. M.
Edwards (Chen. AV s) constructs a fiin.
nel by perforating a ceet of celluloid with
numterous holes and bendming it into fuin.
nel shape. supporting it iii a retort-stand
ring. After cleamng, it may lie unrolled
and put away flat.


