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Conditions Righting,

The unfortunate conditions generated
in the drug trade by departmental stores
are graduwally righting themselves, and
while some credit must be given the
associations which labored so hard to
prevent general disruption, there can be
no doubt but that the individual action
of each druggist who met and overcame
the trouble as it affected his own com-
munity did, and always does, more to
right such matters than anything else.

Numerous efforis have been put forth
by associations of various kinds, both in
Canada and the United States, to correct
the abuses which threaten to envelop the
trade, and while they doubtless con-
tributed to create sentiment as far as the
druggist was concerned, and in wany
cases to shape his policy, none of them
created any influence upon the druggist’s
customers, who, after all, were the main
factors in the difficulty.

These had to be dealt with individually
by each individual druggist, and their
buying policy to be shaped by him as
much as he could. The fact that very
little is now said about any difficulty ex-
isting is proof that the influence it exerted
upon trade is being overcome, and that
matters bave so righted themselves that a
feeling of certainty and security prevails.

Preserving Stock.

The care of a druggist’s stock is of
much greater importance than is general-
ly supposed, although it is very doubtful
if the druggist, who is really the most in-
terested person, at all times appreciates
how readily portions of his stock can de-
preciate so as to be practically worthless.
It is never gratifying to the druggist to
find spicy drugs being devoured by in-
sects ; portions of fragrant roots worm
eaten and practically valueless for selling
purposes ;  vessels containieg alcoholic
and ethereal products rapidly becoming
empty through the use of bad corks; es-

sential oils resinfied by being exposed to
light and heat in bottles containing more
air than liquid, and other cqually vexa-
tious losses sustained through inattention
rather than ignorance. Itis impossible
to make agreeavoly flavored products with
oxygenized and resinified oils, yet they
are doubtless used quite [requeatly in
this state to avoid the loss sustained by
pouring them out as a waste product,
which after all would in all probability be
the cheaper method in the end.

There is not much excuse for a loss of
this character when the ordinary text-
book declares * that volatile oils may be
preserved without change in small, well-
stoppered amber colored bottles, entirely
filled with the oil and excluded from the
light.”

Losses from other sources mentioned
may be avoided by examining stock oc-
casionally and seeing that it is kept dry,
clean and properly packed. The amount
of labor involved in attending to perish-
able stock will be well paid. for, not only
in the preservation of it but in the satis-
faction derived from the knowledge that
it is in a condition to use so as to .pro-
duce the highest quality of pharmaceut-
ical which can be attained. Care.in
keeping means quality in making, pleas-
ure in selling and satisfaction in using,

Don’'t Imagine.

That if you neglect to look after your
own interests your customers are going to
do it for you.

That youth, without knowledge, effort
and attention will bring and retain for you
a large and profitable trade.

That because you may be young and
hopeful, “ you know it all ” as pride goeth
before a fall and a fall often goeth-before
experience. )

That you are better than your neigh-
boring confrere as he may be paying his
way and that is all that you are apt fo do.

That your clerks are apt to take much




