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Rlnsic and the Zhamy,

Christmas at the Theatre.

Onces upon a titne Christinaa-tide at To-
ronto theatres mieant u time of gaiety and
jollity, of laughter, of musie, singing and
duncing, which was looked forwand to
with delight by the youngsters, whoso
tastes were'then specially catered to, nud
with interest by thoso whu were not too
old to remeémber that they wero ence
younyg themselves. Then the managers
spent their Jast cent in getting up gor-
geous spectacles and pantomimes, and,
suynrdlesa of cost, imported their clowns
and patalouns, their harlequins and col-
umbines, who were to make things lively
for thy littlo ones.  Who docs not re-
member the glericsof “Humpty Dumpty,”
as produced on the stage of the oldp\L -

ceum by the Tannehills; of *‘Sinbad the |y

Ssiler” and the “Tweive Temptations™ as
pruduced at the Royael by the Holmans
of “the Aidsuinmer Night's Dream” as
pruduced by Mrs. Mormson atthe Grand
Managers in thoso days wero not afraid to
spend their lnst cent on a pantemime or
spectacle whick would not only repay
them four fuld, but carry them well over
to another aesser, 1% may nothave been
a very high order of eniertainment—it
wag apecially intended, as wo havo said,
for tho childron—but it was suitable for
holiday times, and in keeping with the
old traditions of Chriatuuag tide and Box-
ing asy.

Wo have changed all that now. Our
managersgntoworknowrnthesupposition
that“‘anyihing is goud enough for holiday
time,” 2nd cach recurring Chrirtmas se-
cure for ourdelectation a thind or fourth
rate actor oractress, who can begotcheap,
and who will mnt or ramble throughsome
slip-shod picce of patchwor: ealled by
courtesy “‘a play.”  Instead of amusing
vur childrendy 8 good, wholesome, hearty
laugh at tho antics of the clown and pant-
aluen, our children are now expected tv
weep while a third-mate actress worrics
thivugh thet most misemble abertion of
an “emotionai drama” catitled “East
Lynne.” Wha caros-tolisten to thc mnaud-
five moralising, the aickly sentimentality
of a woman who has neiwdy but herself
to blame for allher trouble ' Why sheuld
she intrudoat = timo whenall is happ-
nessand joy, and peaco and good will}

Wo would likoto sce achange.  Any-
thing is el good cncugh for heliday
time* Christimas tide at the theatre is
tho childrer's special scasen.  Let usgo
tack to tho ghries of the pantemime or
apeciacle, withits wendurful mechanical
znd seenic effocts, its handsoma ovstumes,
its gorgeous tranvermatin sechc, and
its hilations fun.  Thereis afortune in
storo foryvu, Mr. Axnager Sheprand, or
whocver will fid seize the vpprriunity.
Din't borfmid & spend your money § it
will.come back to yvu duubly. Onewock
of pantomime or spectacle at Christmss
time, prpesly mounted and povducad
{that izasine qua now) will e wgye
nmuonoralive, actwithstanding its ex-
pense, than three woeksnf welul cantions
al insnity.

Miss 2da Gray is 3n actroas of svme
ahility, whohas attained & cerzaia popu-
Iarity, and bar donc congide =abls <sian
ring" in “East Lynne.” Both the setrox
and the play are tv woll-knvwm Saieed
7auch nutico st wur hands.: Thoplayis ol

a highly emotional cheracter, and iswur.
ranted to produce mygre tears to the
square inch than anythine beforo the pul.
lie. The impersonation of the herving
by Miss Ada Gray is not, on tho whale,
a satisfactery vne.  In the more emution.
al zeenes of the latter acts sho is fairly
good a3 Madame 1inc, but in thoe earlier
scenes sho by no me:ns {ills the bill, Her
Lady Tsaled Ie, in fact, & coarse aud vl
aar conception of tho high-bred, well
fmm. retined asistoeratic, such as Lady
Tsabel is supposed to be. Sheis supported
by a fairly good company. -

‘ndoubtedly thegreatest musical event
of the seasun will be tho coming concert
by tho Theodore Thomas Orchestra, The
subscription list,—a most satisfactory ono
—has now closed, and thers is no dombt
that tho house will bo a very large one.

standard orchestral works, Beethoven's
“Fourth Symphony” and Wagner's “Ride
of the Walkuries.”
1t is moro than probable—if aSuflicient-
ly satisfactory subscription list can be ob-
tained—that the Hungarin Band of
Gypsics will appear here for one concert
toward the cluse of the cuming month.
They havo created quite a furore whero-
over they appeared, and their entertain.
ment isa novel and highly interesting
one.

Augustic  Daly’s brilliant  sucotss
7 —20—8"—one of the most amusing of
recent comedies—will form the New Year
attraction at the Grand, being presented
by the Rechan Camedy Company from
Daly’s theatre.

'Valunbic to Tea Drinkers.

It is well known that the green teanffects
tho nerves much more than tho black tea,
which is belicvad to arise from the different
modo of preparatien. For mkinﬁ greentea
tho leaves aro put.oves the firoan yattiallﬁ
dricd directly they are picked, but witl
black tea tho lcaves ‘ars put into a basket
snd ed to the infleenco of the atmos-
phere for twenty or tbirty boury, during
which timo a al'ght fermentaticen takes
place, and the color of tho leaf chunges from
& green to a brown or chocolase huo (this is
czaily seen by the infusion of tho dried Ileaf
of black and green tes; the leaf after infu.
sion will skow the different colors named)s$
thoy are hen put over tho fire and finished,
In this country about 215,000,000 pcunds
aro delivered yearly, of whichabout 40,600,
000 are tted, but the proportions are
aboat 207,000,000 of black and 7,090,000 of
grrven, Oclong and Japan, While in Amer-
ica the black tes imported is abont 5,250,
200, tho grecn tea (inclading Qolong and
uncolored Japan {ca, which porzcracs nearly
the samo propertics &3 gre(n) amount {0 35,
©00,000. YWould rot this excoisive o of
green acccant Jor ths cpinion of the Ameri-
can’ dectorsas to the effect of tea on the
narvoue t{nhm! I donbt very much if a
ponnd of black ¢ca, boiled down in thesame
way as thoyounz hyson menticned, would
polaca cither rabbits or cats with the ame
dose. Therois no donbt the fermentation of
tho Icarcs of black tea reducestheamoeant o
tha active puinciplo **theino” thut you find
in

)

Anotber thing s in prepariog tos for the
table, boiling water is pat on tholeafandan
isfocsion made which is at onco partaken of,
Bat who would ever think of Ixiling tra 20
drink? Byzodoing you extract frum tac
stalk and woody fibre of the lewf 2o acid
Geooction that o one would 4nd pleararo in
takiog, and from which wooly part woald

S moat likaly extracatoed tho pxibonsusqual-
§~ mentioned.  In toa-drinkirg Earepean

countrics, as Germany, Rasda, i, scareely
any greca is used, vad doabilass tho great
incroase in the comtmplion in this country
arizos from the almost oaiversal uso of Nack
tea, green Weing ooly tsod in miriog with it
20 drapart a favar, acd whilo of Ixte years
tho ooaszmphiea of Blosik tea las 5 3a.

a3cd, that of grocn bas remained atation-
ary, which claarly shows that the tate in
this connisy ia entirely differont frem that
of America. May wo loog continne ia this
ooantry 10 onjoy ““the cop which chicers but
ot ivshmiates. "— P! Mall Gariiv,

T Qir is cast and 1am dewd,” saxa
the dufuated candidate,

The programmo will includeameng other | ¢h

Xollday Pastimes

At this festive time, when ally wo hopo,
me enjoying thamselves, some moments,
briof and trarsivut, aregiven up to sports
and} pastimes of 531 kindg. Parlor Games,
Tricks, and Puzdes, all aro pressed into
service, and for (i.ogo who take an inter-
cstinauchmatters, wesubjoinafowcriginal
enigmas and charades, . whose solutions
may help te pass uway a few idle mo-
ments,  Thogo who Jesiro, can send their
answors to the ofitor. The corrzet an-
swors willappear in cur issue of January
12, 1884,

. ENIGMAS.

Ne. 1. °

I daell in tho earth and inhabit
o air, I ottend at the birth of man,
but forsake him through life and in
death, although I help to earry his bier.
1 an o person of literary tastes, and pa-
tronise the Arts, but amnot “up * in Sci-
ence.. In politics, were I left alene, T
should be independent, but - it is, I aun
claimed, «s occasion maysrequire, hy Con-
servatives, Liberals and Radicals. 1 al-
ways, howover, supnort t1.¢ Governmment,
and nover by any chanco g+ into oppasi-
tion. In religion X am a secinrian, ted
am claimed with equal rights by Protest-
ants and Romanists. I belong, however,
to Christians of every denomination. 1
am well-kuown to cvery soldier and sailor
in the service, and am persondlly ac-

uainted with the general and admiral,
though I neverwasin a battle or on board
a ship. Ihave neverbeen in love, al-

though claimcdbyall the girls; and without § T¢

my aid you cannot getmarried. 1 am in-
dustrivus, but by nu meansquict orstudi-
ous, being genenally found in every dis-
turbance, and the leader of every riot and
rebellion ; but 1 am neither a Nihilist nor
Fenian. Yam fond cof children, but dis-
own habivs ; and although <losely connect-
cd with your father andincther, am in no
way related to your husband or wife. 1
ama great friend, to old Lachelors, but
have nothing to say to old wmnaids. 1am
a truo and trusty fricnd and may bo de-
pended upon in poverty or prosperity ;
and though from the-above deseription
you may %)o inclined tddoult me, 1 cun
safely affirm that 1 nover was found out
in a lie, or caught {elhing a tale.  Incone
clusion I may say that you may possibly
find me cut, although 1 am not, after all,
in existence—a staterient quite in keep-
ing with my paradexical nature,
Na. 2,

The wiq;ils aro hushed,.aad zll around is

auitl;
Thoe sun has sunk to rest behind the hill;
Calmly and solt thesilent eve creeps on
By slow degrees, iill daylight o1l is gone;
And Cyathia, overall the .Arkcx.ing night
Has flung the mantls of Ler ailvery Light,

Bencath the {riendly atade of yonder troo
What glorious female form is this X sne?
Of branty rare, upon her sweet young face
Lovesits cathroned, with cvay jouthfal

grace. .

Upcn her nock—all epen to tho view—
Her ailken bair, of bryghtest golder Lue
Falls craocfally arcund, and vainly trics,
{As calm and stil), like oao asleep ahe lics
Ja all the zglory of ber youthifal pride),
To ghado tho beautics that it caonat hids,

What lovely form is this—whst beaunty

rarel—
Who is this radiant being L aco there? o

Invain you may the wosld ascavch throngh,
My firzt will no’er bo foznd by you,

For itiznot, as you will fing,

1f you 0 scek it Jocl inclined,

bat stay—if you have gotmy accond,
Imay “wathent my.boss” kave reckoned,
Aod perhaps “twetld ba oy whole o may
You will oot ad me omt to-Jay.

But Jowld yoa find mo aat, yen'lt say
I do net half yoat painarepay,

As I faveeter aifly been,

AnQ crer will be, tao, X ween.

And whep I'n found—if found I bo—
What nonserse Iam their you'll see, .
Andin a vex you'll ery “Snzh stufl']
About it all hu'a writ coough 1"
No, 2.
My first appengr, but is not, real,
Pretends to Do, but is not true:
Doceives us ofr, and mnakes us fecl,
When ’tis dinc:vcro;l. very *blue.”

»
My sccond, firm and strong doth stand
Ao it hath atoud for ages past,
*Tis found in every earthly land,
Aud jong as Time itself shall last, s

My wholo » bhut a simple arass,
modest, shricking lictle flywer,
And though "iis found where "cr we pass
"Twould not disgrace a ladyo's bower..

Bat I will say no more, for fear
That 1 the flowret’s nama should-toll,
For sure I am that ’tis most dear
-To many hearts that love it well,
: Epwaro J. Wik,

Had a Choice.

Ho was a Novada millionaire, and he had
becn in a deep puzzle for ten minutes, when
he suddenly rang the bell {ir bis butle,

“James, 1 am about to give a grand
party.” ’

“Ys, sir—ys, sir,”

] shall invite 4,000 people.”

“Ys, sir—yos, sir.” -

+] want the party written up to the ex-
tent of two columrain the papers here.”

*Certainly, 2ir.” L.

“Yon go out and ascertain what it will
cast me.” ..

¢Yes, air.”

At tho end of an hour James retarns {o

T,
I"?\\'bich Jil you want, sir—to Luy tho
ditor for $30 or tho two column space for
§£73? And, sir, the prico for not pitching
into yoa and calling the whole thing a shou-

¢¢ Pireside Fancles.”?

She pensive stands beside the flre,
Witk no ono necar her toadmire
1lercress, and fan, and bangles:
Yet thero's a faco malo hearts to break,
And perfect arm and clbow make—

‘The pretticst ol anglcs.
Sho thinks 20 doubt that Christruas joys
Aro very well for i,’irls and boys, .
In-villrgo or in city:

But slis has grown since girlhood’s timo,
Inadays when ¢'en n Pantomime
Siemea roally to bo witty.

Tet still methinks thoscason brings
< host of very pleasant things,
In faic concatenation s
Somo iy across the jcebound stream,
Azd samo their dearest duty deem
Thechurch’s dccoration.

And Chiutrmas Lrings thothonght of those
1Who Jeft us in tho mo of sdows.
So sronnad and weary-heartod ;
gho’ll 20 wg;i.a;\ Lho&mgex: %
nce moro tho facces of «ho dead,
Tho ghosts of days departed,

A footstep! Though tho teardrops dim
Her c_vu;ahe‘u ha.":o a smilo for h{‘:’n.
And keep a acoro of dapces:
And mxve‘ﬂéul\’vo Rgll;lsénelo wo know
Tywo peopic finda cirop—
‘ro p:n.ll her f.resldo fancics.

“Ne,” said the Termm Haute police-
man, “thero’s no use ol my Gying o get
a girl tolock at mo wday.  Theres a
bixfuncral, and when Jim Tidd drves
the hearse, and tiie girls seo him, hell
just sct ‘et crazy, he'll Jook se proud and

andyeme and have mush snaiesf imgert-
ance, and they w n't-ie willing to give
thought to any other man,’

CHRISTMAS GUODS!
Gente Silk Handkerchiefs.
Sv ¢ Searfsand Tles.
<€ Rid Gloves and Mills.
¢ Wool Cafls and Mills
4 Silk Rraces. .
¢ Yincen H'dkfsin fancy Loxes,
¢¢  Qearf Plas and Cafl Boltons,
¢ Shirt Studs and Jewellery.
¢ YWhife Dress Shirds
¢ Iinen Collars and Cafls.
¢ Josleryy Gloves, X

A vheize and Large Amortmxnt of Genta®
Faraishing Goodsat -

GHO. ROGERS,

346G Yonge Sty Lo Elm.
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dyito fizzle will be §230,— Wall Street News, —~
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