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MUNICIPAL

DEPARTMENT

COST AND REPAIR OF ASPHALT
PAVEMENT. .

Asphalt is eveutually the cheapest
form of pavement that can bLe laid
when it 1s consudered that it is. gnar-
anteed to be kept in repair by the
contractor for [five years or more,
when opened for excavations can be
repaired with greatest case and per-
fection and maintained for -the city
after the expiration of the guurantee
for a long period of years at a reas-
onable price, can be wore cheaply
cleaned and causes less wear and tear
upon  harses and  veludes  than any
other form of pavement, thus henefit-
ting the community in a very general
way.

It may originally cost double the
ovice of a macadam surface, but the
repairs upon the latter are so cexpen-
sive that often in three years the cost
lias been cqualized, while the asphalt
pavement may bhe maintained  for
many years at a cost of ‘rom two
to ten cents per vard per annum, and
finally sesurfaced for hall its origin-
al co.t.  In Buffiilo asplalt  pave-
ments are in we to-day which, with
a few minor repairs, have leen sub-
jected to traffic for twenty year.,
and the same is the case in other
citics.

We have in the asphalt pavement,
thercfore, cheapness and durability
comhined, hecause economical  main-
tenance, and not cheap first cost, is
the Lest cconomy.

This, lowever, is true of asphalt
pavements only if, as has heen said,
the highest grade of material is used
and the most skilled labor cmployed,
heecanse nothing is more wortliess or
expensive (o maintain than an infor-
ior bituminous concrete. The prices
paid  must be large cnough to war-
rant good work. Too cheap pave-
wments are the wost_costly in the end
Leealise necessarily inferior.

The success of asphalt pavements
carly led, as has leen said, a large
number of irresponsible persons to go
into the business with a resulting
demoralization of prices, and  inany

‘have been Inid upon which mote was

lowed to deteriorate until they are in
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fects, " attention  is attiawrd 1o
condition al onee and 1epot e '
so readily veglected,

Repaits o asphalt pas ooy
the first Hve venrs ate guarang
the contractor for any ditoso gag
of the materinl other than .\«
can be again contracted b« gy |y
for a subsequent period at a 1o

pavements or imitations of them
expended  for  acpairs  than  would
cqual the cost of original hrgh grade
surface,  Lmitations of sdsphalt have
been introduced at frequent intervals
to the taxpayer, who has uly lesin-
ed of their inferiority Ly experience.
Washington vears ago went thiough
this experience with coal tar and to- able cost. Cuts made or gas, wa
day there is  stidl too amueh sumilar or  sewers can be replaced woan
experimenting going «n with by-pro-  phalt so perfeetly that U place
duets of manufacturing processes. not be detected, and f st .

The elinei canse of fmlare w usphalt o renew  the entire suiiae of
sarfaces 18, however, lack of shill and  street, this can e done 1 L
experience the part of arrespon.  Uhe old surface with heatas 1o
: ) ) depth of onie-hall (o three quatten
sible contractors, an inch, removing the interva g

Fhe neccesity of prompt epairs is dal and replacing it with now sy
a fact that is self evident on a rail-

Hotess,

It iy quite unnecessary, as m fon

way, but is not nlways so earchully times  with  asphalt  and now
Vi ] ; . other pavements  like  guunte |
regarded in comnection  with pave  prick, to tear up old surkie to
ments. Too many pavements, wheth-  foundation.  Fhe economiy m thi

rection is immense

Of course the cost of mamien
of a pavement, asphalt or stone,
pends upon the traffic to whid
subjected. But an asphalt |
can be maintained under the e
traffic at a reasonable expense

er stone, brick or macadam, mce al-
2 bad condition, becanse they are not
actually dangetous and lLecause satis
factory repuirs arc expensive and
generally impossible. It is not pos-
sible to veplace a stoune bldck or brick
pavement in such a way that thé re-
pairs arc invisible, hut with asphalt
this is quite possible, and, as the
Intter surface shows the smallest de-
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