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lT has been said by a well known scientitic authority that bores must

be classed among the enemies of the human race, and perhaps
onc of the most objectional species of this large genus is the Presidential
Address Bore. One of the “privileges ” of the Pre<ident of this Associ-
ation is to deliver the annual address ; he is the vietim of circumstances,
and so the members of the Association must not tind fault if bored. I
trust, however, that what I say will not prove altogether uninterasting—at
any rate if you are bored it will not be for long, for my address will
have one thing to recommend it—that is, brevity.

First, let me welcome you all heartily to our city ; I hope your visit
will be of value to you, not only from a professional standpoint, but also
from a social one. The great advantage of these meetings isnot so much
what one learns from the papers and discussions of the sections, bat from
that personal intercourse to which such occasions give opportunity—the
interchange of thoughts and ideas and the estimating of our fellow mem-
bers, not only as surgeons and physician, but as men, who, like ourselves,
are doing their best in this life and trying to solve the difficult probleras
which are continually confronting us all. At these meetings many friend-
ships ave made which last a hfetime. As Horace says, « There is no
pleasure equal to that given by u pleasant friend,” and the members of
the profession from the extreme limits of this great Dominion, meet
and are brought together under the most faverable circumstances, Teach-
ers meeb their old pnpils, and students their old companions, and, per-
haps, rivals. The mystery and clouds which enveloped the old professor,
who was looked upon with awe and from a distance, are now dispelled
and reveal & human being even as themselves. The man who is only
known by his books, or by what he has written in the leading journals,
and whose opinion, perhaps, has been regarded as almost infallible, often
appears as a very ordinary individual without much personality; others
again, of whom we have never heard, impress us much by their force of
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