be, relegated 'to specialists,

“'have excrted so

n

Tre CANAD:AN PRACTITIONER.

cologists wrote about the more“,stri‘ct]y surgical
diszases of women, which were, and will ever
- But' Bennet as
carly as 1843 in ¥rench, and 1845 in Engli-h,
published his work on fnflammation of the
Uterus, of which the last edition was issued in
1861. In it he contended that inflammation of
the cervical canal is the main factor in female
"disedses 3 that from it come ulceration, displace-
ment, ]cucorrhua, menstrual derangement, and
ovarian disorder; and that the mﬂqmmatxon,
being limited to the cervi ical canal, can readily
be dislodged by strong caustics. Written with
dogmatic zeal, advxsm'T a definite treatment. to a
reachable and a seeable Objcct——ﬂ. treatment
jwh‘ich the humblest ycoman of the profession
books' of modern times

v

an m-

could ¢

great and
fluence. That riddle of the Sphinx—the cause
of woman’s ill-health—had been read and inter-
‘preted ! The profession was taken fairly by
storm ; the effect was .as electric as the appeal
of Maria Theresa to Hungarian nobles.  Irom
Arctic to Antarctic oceans, from the \[1»%15&11)1)1
to' the Vol"q countless >p<_CL1111m> of | vam_d
form leaped from their bags and flashed in sun-
light boreal, tropical, and merldloml Caut“m‘%

s0 widespread

actual or potential, applied to 1ctu'11 or pot«,ntnl ‘

uterine sores, became the ordcr in fact,
ruling passion . of the day. In the general en-
thusmsm it forgotten th hat
mucous membrane sccretes, ‘and that it must of
course give vadc,ncc of its own secretion, ]Uau
as every nosc contains its mucus. Hence, every
examined womb, being found to contain mucus,

was soon every

©was, as it were, invalided—that is to say, it was

put on the speculum list. Naturally, then, not

aw omb being found healthy from the speculum

standpomt this much abused organ was charged
with being the cause of :
female flesh is heir to, and it was treated—that

is to say, maltreated—for every‘ imaginable dis-'

ordcr tlnt could not be reft,rrt,d off- hand "to

some other organ Bennet,the medical Franken-.

stein, had cvoked a monster’ which cou‘d not
bg curbed, and for five and th]rty years the

L spoculum ran riot.

the '

almost  all the ills that ‘

But in this age of unrestful progress. at ewerv ‘

"turn of the hour-glass of tirae, some cherished
Cl‘LCd

some accepted 'dogma, is proved a.
hercs;, and Bennets cechﬂ theoty fared but’

'

the ner\e ganglia.

little Dbetter, A wholesome' reaction. set: in.
As expericnee grew, it was found that pelvic
inflammations and strictures of the cervical
canal came from this treatment. This discovery
led to the nbandonmemj of the more heroic
caustics.  Then, again, it gradually dawned
upon truth-seckers that far more than inflam-
mation, p"sswe congestion of the womb and of
its 'mne\gs, ‘together with resulting: structural
ch anrms, lhat utermc displacements and injuries,
and that ovarian and tubal lesions played im-
portant é/es in the female cconomy. In keep-
ing with this knowledge is the far more rational
and beneficial treatment of the present day.
Still, granting that the treatment of actual,
visible, and tangible uterine disease leaves
little for improvement, the whole iruth has not
reached-—for truth evolves clowly and

been renc

does not, like Aaron’s rod, bud and blossom in
a night. The balland-chain of tradition still
drags at the heel of this branch of scicnce, and
the medical mind, in close touch here with the
lay mind, tends to give the reproductive organs
undue importance—to attribute,. in fact, qlto'
Uether too rauch to the1r influence. By a very
large number of practitioners, ‘even by special-
ists \\orkmtr in other ficlds of medicine, these
orqms are too often \\ron<rft.lly made a scape-
goat for hmdachc:; and nape-aches, for spine-
aches and back- achps for weakness of vision,
for, aural 'hstu‘})'mcu, for sore-throat and weak
lunqs for irritable heart, and also for a host of
so-called uterine symptoms. . Vet these very
symptoms may be due wholly to nerve-éxhaus-
tion, or malnutrition of nerve-centres, and not
to reflex action, or to direct action, from some
real or some supposed uterine disorder. 1 say
this advx:edly because I too have thus crred,’
md because hardly a day passes. without my
seemrr cases of supposed uterine disease which
have been .so treated for months—even for
years— “‘wbcn the whole trouble,or the most ofit,
hes—~not in the reproductm_ organs, but—~m
This abuse of uterine treat-
ment, throufrh a mistaken diaﬁnosxs, is, in my

‘ prmon, ‘the great medical error of the day.

Once T was asked by a'medicql friend to see -
an e\cce(hngly bad and acute-case of pruritus
vulve. - Very naturally attributing it to uterine.
discase, he discovered a small cervical tear, and

I was called to decide the questlon of rep"urmor



