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rate ; (8) local pain and rigidity of the abdominal muscles ;
(c) temperature elevation. If the pulse rate steadily declines
and the other two symptoms become less marked, the inflam-
mation is regressing, and operative attack can be deferred.

3. But if there is a distinct progression as indicated by
an increasing rapidity of the pulse, and” more marked local
~ pain and rigidity, irrespective of temperature elevation,
operation is urgently demanded. B

4. Abscess cavities call for immediate careful evacuation,

5. General peritonitis demands immediate operative in-
terference, except when the general condition of the patient
forbids a formidable procedure. Such latter patients do
better if treated expectantly, and often enough these des-
perate cases improve, and then their subsequent surgical
treatment depends upon the local condition.

These general principles of action will be found to govern
the vast majority of cases. But one must never forget that
appendicitis does not a2lways run a typical course, and in the
atypical cases the internist and the surgeon both must rély
on their past experiences to enable them to decide for or
against operation,

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF MEDI-
CAL DEONTOLOGY OR MEDICAL ETHICS.

This Congress will assemble on July 23rd next in Paris,
The first meeting will be held at the Palace of Congresses
and Social Economy, situated within the Exhibition grounds.
Subsequent meetings will be held at the Faculty of Medicine,
12 Rue de 'Ecole de Medicine, Boulevard St Germain. The
Congress will continue one week. It is divided into four
sections, before which will be discussed all or practically all
subjects which pertain to the Congress. Great Britain is
taking an active interest in this meeting. Canada has; of
late years, taken but little intetest in what we may term
*“ Medical politeness,” but it is hoped that Canadians, who
propose to be at the main International Congress in the
first week in August, will reach Paris in time to attend the
one on Ethics, Their presence would enable them to learn
how this subject is viewed by British and continental medi-



