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' The author of this’ treahse not only received his professwnal education in Ire-
land where the common forms of continued fever have Jong prevailed both spora-
dically and epidemically, but also had: an opportumty of investigating their
pathology and pathological anatomy mmutely and extensively in lus capaclty of
Pathologrst—m-chief to the British army in the Crimea.  From such a man, no
mere compilation would be tolerable, and it is but fair to ‘acknowledge at once
that hig treatise contains not only his canﬁrmatlou or denial of previous opinions
upon many topics, but numerous ormnal observatlons, the results of “his.
own labours and the proofs of his ability and earnestness in the cause of science.

The first chapter embodies some “ general observations ” upon fever, amongst
which Prof. Virchow’s late opinions upon the essence of fever are glanced at"nd
approved of by the author. Galen’s definition of fever—* calor preeter naturam ”
—is admitted o constitute the one essential and patho‘rnomomc symptom of fever 5
and to be present and appreciable by the thermometer even durmg the rmors that
precede the hot skin; and it is contended that while frequency of pulse, thirst,
scanty urine, &e. are frequently absent in fever, preetunatural heat never is. The
source of the elevation of temperature infever, it is alleged by Virchow, is the in-
creased consumption of tissue over that aver age normal quantity whose metamor-
phosis maintains the physiological temperature of the body Althouch our author
adopts this opinion of Prof. Virchow, the German Pathologist, we are surprlsed
that he makes no allusion to the facts addueed by Dr. Parkesin support of it.: Why
is this ? The eminent pathologlst just named ha. shown thatin fever the excreta are
more abundant than in health, the amourit of food taken being the same in both
that the ‘vemperature and the amount of the exeretlons are elosely related to eaeh
other; and that the paflenn sloss of wewhtls in all cases proportionate to the am-
out of the excretions and'to the temperature aseries of facts establishing the correct-
ness of Prof. Vlrchow s thesis. The almost fatal obJectxou to this view, viz., that in
some fevers the exereta. are lessened niot increased, has been ably met by I Dr Parkes,
who has shiown that in such cases the products of metamorphosxs are not dimin-
ished, but instead of being eliminated a3 ‘excreta, are retained. And further he
has rendered it probable, not to say demonstrated that this retentlon in the system

of the products of the increased: metamorphosrs of tissue is a’ common cause
of the secondary inflaiamations’ that arise in fever ; and to him belongs the
merit of at last aﬁ‘ordmg an explanatlon of the nature of crisis, and so-called
crztwal evacuations—these being nothing more than sudden eliminations from the
system of retained excretions through the skin,or kidneys,or bowels,with coincidént
improvement in'the other symptoms “No allusion. to these 1mportant results of
. Dr. Parkes investigations.is made by ourauthor.". Hxs name is not even. mentloned
:in com'ectlon with the; subJeet;under dxscussmn S T P IR



