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ceptions, faculties of perception and nnderstanding, and also of bis senses,
of which some were obtuse, and others too excitable. He was conse-
quently unfit, to use the words of M. Voisin, "to harmonize with the
vorld ivithout." As régards his inclinations, he was signalized by a

ferocious, indiscriminate, gluttonous appetite, un érotisme hideux, and a
blind and terrible instinct ofdestruction. He was wholly an animal. He
was without attachment; overturned everything in his way, but without
courage or intent; possessed no tact, intelligence, power of dissimulation,
or sense of property; and was awkward to excess. His moral senti-
ments are described null, except the love of approbation, and a noisy, in-
stinctive gaiety, independent of the external world. As to his senses, his
eyes were never fixed, and seemed to act without his ivill; his taste was
depraved; his touch obtuse ; his ear recognized sounds, but wus not at-
tracted by any sound in particular; and he scarcely seemed to be possessed
of the sense of smell. Devouring everything, however disgusting ; brutally
sensual; passionate-breaking, tearing, and burning whatever he could
lay his hands upon, and if prevented from doing so, pinching, biting,
scratching, and tearing himself, until lie was covered with blood. He had
the particularity of being so attracted by the eyes of his brothers, sisters,
and playfellows, as to make the most persevering efforts to push them out
with his fingers. He walked very imperfectly, and could neither run,
leap, nor exert the act of throiving; sometimes lie sprang like a leopard;
and his deliglht was to strike one sonorous body against another. When
any atteimpt wvas inade to associate him i-th the other patients, he would
start away with a sharp cry, and then come back to them hastily. M.
Voisii's description concludes with these expressions:-" All the faculties
of perception in this youth are in a rudimental state; and if I may venture
so to express myself, it is incredibly ditlicult to draw him out of his indi-
viduality, to place him before exterior objects, and to make hini take any
notice of theni. It would not be far fron the truth to say, that for him
all nature is alrmost completely veiled."

This description not only exemplifies M. Voisin's careful mode of ob-
servation, but shows that an example of idiocy less favorable to culture
could scarcely have been presented to the instructor. This same poor
idiot boy is now docile in his manners, decent in bis habits, and capable,
thougli iot without some visible effort, of directing his vague senses
and wandering attention, so as to have developed his memory, to have
acquired a limited instruction concerning various objects, and to have be-
corne affectionately conscious of the presence ofhis instructorý and friends.
His general appearance is still that of an idiot. Hlis countenance, his
mode of walking, all that lie does, declare his very limited faculties. Na-
ture has placed limits to the exercise of his powers which no art can re-
move. But le is redeened fron the constant dominion of the lowest
animal propensities; several of his intellectual faculties are cultivated,
sone have even leen called into life, and his better feelings have acquired
sone objects and sone exercise. In such a case as this we are not so
much to regird what is merely accomplished for the individual. A great
principle is established by it in favor of thousands of defective organiza-
tions. After vitnessing the general effects of this school on the most imbe-
cile human beings, and hearing the particulars of Charles Emile's history,
it was really affecting to see hia come forward when called, and to essay
to sing a little solo when requested; his attempt at first not being cuite


