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D. A. SHIRRES, M.D. -X certainly agree with Dr. Bussellthatweget
an aseendmg neunhs quite ‘frequently; we have always three or four
easesmthacourseoftheyear, but they are ususlly not trsumatie, that
is very common, butmthecasehkethatofasphntlmnotthmkof
any eeptic condition being present. which would be & cause.” It is’ an
ectablished fact that degeneratxon not only-goes downwards but it may
go upwards, as Professor Mills states.: In the case of the mian with the
leg removed we found the cells in the anterior column of tha spine de:
generated. I am probably op‘hmxahc in regsrd to the value of eleotri-
cal treatment by galvinism in. peripheral’ chseases, ‘and. only recently a
well known surgeon told a patient of mine that ¢ it was no'use” but
that patient was soon able to prove to-him -that it had been of great
value, and -these cases I show to-mght are & pretty posmve demonstra~
tion of its value. .o w
W. GeaNT STEWART, M. D We are mdebted to Dr thrres for
bringing this very. valuable series to show 8! to-mght 1. think ‘we all
learn a great deal from secing the actual cases, and we ‘have to thank
Dr. Shirres forthetronblehehastakentoshowthese mtereshngeasee

TWENTYFIVE YEARS’ ADVANCE' IN ABDOHIRAL SURGERY

A. Lmnonn Smrre, MD., read the paper. of the evenmg

A. L. C. Gupay, M.D. There have been great advances in abdommal
surgery, as everyone knows, even during the last ten. years. One of the ‘
striking things is the large proportion of cases with small hemorrhage '
We used to see operations where two or three assxsbants were kept busy
with sponges swabbing up the blood while the operator was loolnng for
arteries which he had lost sight of, and which had been cut. Now the
arteries are tied before they are cut and that is ome ofthe(advances..
Another thing is the improvement in the opemtmg room, the long
gleeved gowns, rubber gloves, ete,, wlnch are all sterilized. But I still
think that we are only; at the begmmng of our operatlve work, and the
knowledge which we have attained will be ma‘benally added to in the
next ten years.

Westey Minrs, M.D. Ihavehstenedto])r Smlﬂxmtthoclety
for the past tweniy-five years, and I do not kmow that dnnng that time
I have ever heard him give as eondeneed, a8 pregnant or. a8 vmo!ly.
gatisfactory an address as this. I have not always been able to agree
with Dr. Smith, bnttonghtlam sureweareallpleased with the way
he has presented this subject, so simply, without undue use of technical
terms, and following general principles. I ﬂnnk, perha.ps, :Dr. Smith
has a little over-stated mﬂimga. Formstmee,Iwonldnothheto
be operated on out i the snow. X have always felt that ome of my great-



