ON THE INDUCTION OF PREMATURE LABOUR. 191

Society, Dr. Merriman had published & paper entitled ¢ Cases of Premature
Labour Artificially Induced in Women with Distorted Pelves, to which are
sibjoined some ubservations on this Method of Practice.” "The author
thought it significant that in thirty-two volumes of the ** Transactions,
embracing o perind of furty years, there did not occur the hustory of o simgle
ase to illustrate this important rule of practice; whilein these volumes there
were reports of ten cases of Ciesavian operation.  Of the cafety, efheacy, and
morality of inducing premature labour, in confurmity with the rules incul-
csted by Mr. Merrviman, the author thought most British and some foreign
practitioners  were convineed; butinrespectto the induction of premature
Isbour before the seventh month and in first pregnancies, to obviate the
danger of craniotomy, and the fatal effects of the Cwmesarian scetion, w cases
of gre.t disturtion of the pelvis, little had been said by writers on midwifery.
To justify the practice, which the author regarded as equally safe, cflicacions
ad moral, Lefore, as after the seventh month of atero-gestation, and ina
first as in any subseguent pregnancy, he submitted the history of a success-
ful aze, which was attended with peculiar complications, and formidable
difficulties.

In Gatober, 1819, with Mr. Buoth, ot Queen-street, Wesuminister, he saw
Mre. § , Who had been in labour forty-eight hours, and whose pelvis
xss distorted in the highest degree from mollities vssium.  After perforat-
ing the head, which had not entered tho brim of the pelvis, and by tearing m
pices the bones with the crotchet, delivery was accomplished after two
boar's violent exertion. The partially dilated state of the os uteri greatly
icreased the difficulty and danger of the operation.  The patient recovered
witkout any unfavorable symptom. In December, 1632, the author Jearnt
from Mr. Booth that the patient was again pregnant; and in thefifth month,
wae diagnostic symptoms of pregnancy being absent, any interference was
iosfponed for another wmonth, In January 18563, the movements of the
fefus could be distinctly felt, and the necessity fur immediately attempting
“induce premature labour was obvious and urgent. The great distortion of
tepelsis (the tuberositics of the ischia were almost in contact, with the
wrum projected forward nearly to touch the front of the pelvis) presented
zusual difficulties even in reaching the os uteri fur the purpese of introduc-
tzthe stiletted catheter to puncture the membranes.  After a time, the
fre and middtie fingers of the left hand were paszed intothe vagina and the
alerior lip of the os uteri was touched with the tip of the fore-finger; the

. &trument was then guided into the cavity of the uterus, and the membranes
| fuctured. The liquor amnii continued to flow till the morning of Friday,
Le7th of January, when the labour pains come on. At two p.m. the os
i was so much dilated that the poiuts of the two fingers could be intro-
fxed, and the nature of the presentation ascertained. It was not the head,
i whether shoulders or nates could not be determined. Atseven p.u. the
It hand was hanging out of the external parts, and the shoulders and
rax had sunk decper into the pelvis. On a carcful examination, 1t was
‘and that the tuberositics of the ischia had been pressed considerably apart,
short dinmeter of the outlet had thus ircrcased; and there was little
ioubt‘that the bones at the brim had also yielded sumewhat to the presaure,
Lesignlder being brought down as much as possible, the viscera of ihe
&nx were removed by the crotchet; and after fixingits puint in thespine
Uzesr as possible to the pelvis, after strong traction, the nates and lower
tirenities were drawn through, and the other superior ceatremty soon fol-
. But little difficulty was experienced in crushung or extracting the
“l The placenta soon followed. Three weeks after the delivery, the
:‘tbor received a satisfactory communication from Mr. Buotly, stating that
“matient had progressed vory favourably.

B Hodgson, the president, cenyuired what was the smallest diameter
:‘-‘;h’i pelvis which would admit of the rcmoval of the fotus piece-

; D Leo said that his object in narrating tu. case was to bring under the



