
Exci4i.sior,.

difficîîlt of lectioni, it wvas impossible to declare thiat it wvas
long subsequent to St. Patrick's arrivai in Ireland thiat any
autîxor wlhatever spoke of a Britannia iu France, and that it
wvas still loniger, over 1,30 years, before any author spokze of a
Britanniae iii thiat country. Yet thiat înost minute searcli lias
iii more receit years becîî fully carried out. It îlot beingy
Certain, or rather the contradictory being ahnost as certain
as miost hlistorical facts are, thiat any part of Gauil w~as called
Britannia, and particillarly Britanniiae Mi'1en St. Patrick wvas
writing thiat lie w~as born in Britain, it follows tlhat to cal
inii a native of Fra-nce is ixot a tenable position ; mnd so Dr.

Lanigani's first argument îîot cinly fails to convince, but
is further proved to be essentially iiiisounciI:-

2. ial;5Cr11i(, savs tlue Dr., neans fi-z';ua- far-
fetchied derivation, 1I should sa - and Tarava-nna froin its
position inay- be considered a sn;btib of Botulogn-e Sur 'Mer,
othierwise Bonaven. As a inatter of fact, Taravanna is fiftv
miles distant froin Boulogne Sur Mer - too distant to fill the
close relation evid..ntlv expressed iu St. Patrick's mvritings as
existîng betwveen Bon1av'en and Tabernia. 'rhere is anothier
place, liowever, onlv thirty miles awav froin Botîlognie, wvhicli
second place is callcd Therouanne ; and apparently thîe
learmed D)r. lias conftised one ivitlî the othier. But can one
easily convince oneseif tliat Therouanne really is a corruýted
formn of Tabernia? Axxd even if one eau do so, one %vould
liec stili to consider tixat thirty miles is îîot too far froin a
consideraible towvn to locate a suburb. MNr. Cashiel Hoey
(Essays ou Religion and Literature, pp. 1 I9-120, apud. I. F.
Record, 1899 , P. 536,) w~hi]e professedly dcfending Dr. Laini-
gan ou other p)oinits, sasthat in this reference to Thernne
the Dr.'s opinion is Ilaltogether incorrect." I subinit thiat,
uuless, the translation - sprinig or w~ell - froux the original
lauguage wvhich I hiave already adduced, be adxnitted, thiere is
no way of kiuowiig directly froin the old authors wlio used
the 'word, wvhat Tabernia is, or wliere it was situated, auy
more thian tiiere is of deciding on the saie grounds, wl'hat
Nemipthur is or whiere il wvas situatcd. The %vord as wvritten
occurs nowliere outside of the earliest Patriciau records; thie


