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Fast Type-Setters.

Froni time ta timie wve hear of %vlat are called
"whips," says the zer!san7):PograPhica/

Y7ournal, doing an extraordinary aîîd niarvel.
lous aiouîit of "conilpiiig" iui a given time.
Maîiy of their acliievenients are undaubtedly
:nytlîical or apocliryplial, but phienonienal cases,
of course, accur wlierein sucli dexterity is ac-
quircd as cnaI)les its possessor to <la 5o or ioo
per cent, more in the wvay of pickiîig up stanips
tlian the average ruxi of wvorkmnen. Amierica is,
however, the land of " big tliings " of this kind,
as of many others, and the accounts of Iltype-
slinging,» as it is usually termied, that came
from ic uh ther side of the Atlanîtic are not un-
ustially extraordinary as they are increclibie.
On the atiier Iîand, tiiere are niany well.auîlien-
ticated cases of really remarkablc feats of set-
ting, ta sorte of whlich it may be iîîteresting ta
refer. A man namied jack Fasey 'vas for a long
time considered the fastest camp. iii Plîiladel-
plîia, probably in the United States. In lus
prime, he could pick up 3400 ens per haur,
easily. In sanie 'f the California ncwspaper
offices there wvas Ïormerly a great deniand for
rapid campositars, and tic Sacr-amneuo Union
office contained, in proportion ta the mnmber of
mca enîployed, mare rapid comipositars, praba-
bly, tlîan other office in the country. Ia 1864
the paper wvas ail set ia solid type, and the
average earnirigs; of ecd compositor aniounted
ta one dollar for eachi wvrking hour, the rate of
payment being 75 cents per 1000 enis, or 2000
cas. Many of tue lîands could set a good deal
nmare tuan this; yet this would necessitate the
setting of 5666 ens per liaur. In fact, it bas
been slîown an indubitable autharity that there
is a long list of mcei in the States wlio have set
Up 4000 cuis an liaur. On the otlier lîand, such
rapid canîpositors do nat alwvays possess en-
durance. It is one thing ta do this for a single
liaur, aad quite anotlier thing ta keep it up for
hlf a day. Vet there are nat wanting instances
of extraordinary endurance cambined wvith great
speed. For instance, in 1845, Mr. J. J. Haad,
deputy foreman of the Ainerkan: Iie/zb1ican, of
Newv York, undertook, for a wvager ta set up
64,000 ens of solid minion in tweaty-four hours.
H-e failed by 64 cas only. Mr. Robeit Banner,
nowv the proprietor of the New York Ledger,
wvas employed on the Ai7erù*an Rejpublian also,
and is said ta have set up 51,000 ens in twenty

hours aîîd twventy-e*!ght minutes, wvithout a mo.
ment's rest. Mr. George Dawvson, one of the
proprietors of the A.lbapy Iivening- Youivia/,
when lie wvas an apprentice, is said ta have set'
UP 54,000 ens of solid brevier iii ten hours ; but,
on the statement being verified, the exact figures
wvcre 44,044 ens in thirteen Ijours, a very wvon-
derful achievement. Mr. Keeling, of Utica,
N. Y., set up, distribtecl, and correctecl, in six
days, of ten hours each, 201,900 ens. Mr.
Mink, of the Eagle, Pittsfleld, Mass., in 1858,
Set 20,092 in four hours and forty-five minutes,
solid minion. A race betwveen twvo compositors
at Iowva City and Council Bluffs resulted iii each
of them setting 8ooo ens, solid bourgeois, in
two hours. In a type-setting match at Toledo,
Ohia, one compositor set 8576 ens in two liaurs
and forty minutes, while the other set 8îo8. In
short, it lias been <lemonst%7ated that more than
4000 ens can be set up in an hoer, and that in
aÀ considerable proportion of the important
nevspaper offices in the States compositors are
ta be found wvho can set up at Ieast 3000 Pier
hour. The following are ail fast comnpositors:
George Arensburg set 2o64 ems, solid iîiion,
twenty-three ems to the line-one break Uine to
each stickfuil--in one hour, at Newv York, Feh.
19, 1870. S. N. Benerman, at Washington,
D. C., Dec. 5, 1877, set 507o ems nonpareil,
in three hours. Same time and place, R\. A.
McLean, set 4998 emis, nonpareil. Thomas
Alty, at Montreal, Can., Sep)t. 1876, set 3530
ems, naîîpareil, in two hours.

In response ta our cail ta the "11rushers," says
the editc r of Woodcock's Vew.uçpabe;- Rep5orter,
after detailing the exploit of Mr. Robert Bon.
ner, of the Newv York Lcdgei-, wvho, in 1846,
upon a wager that lie could set 33,000 cms of
solid minion from reprint cap>', in ti'enity-four
liaurs, and who only failed by thiree ems of ac.
complisixg the task, the &untinel and TVitzess,
of Middleto'vn, Ct., in the issue of July 9tli,
says:-

IIn june, 1875, Ernest King, jr., of this paper,
Set 12,700 ems of solid brevier in nine liouis
and thirty minutes, or 238 emns mare than M1r.
Bonner's average. The measure wvas seventeen
picas wvide, reprint c 'opy, and was perfarned,
without any wvager, in the office of Messrs. Pel-
ton & Kinîg, wvhen they wvere located at 130
Court Street. What say the rushers ?"

The Sentitnel and Witzers must bear in niind
that while Mr. King's average for the nine
hours and tlîirty minutes Ieads Mr. Bonner's by


