
REGULATE TnE INTERCHANGE 0P COM MODITIES.

tien, but the restit of personal inquiry and exiimination of evidence,
lcnowing also how many around me take different views, icih they
doubtless think important, I have judged that a correct summary of
what semis to me the real statc of the case ighc-t nôt be useless, or,
as a discussion of' a controverted point iii science, altogether out of
place, and if I should influence those whio think me mistaken, to ex-
press and defend their sentiments, 1 shial, as seeking ouly -,vhat is
truc and consequently useful, be pleased to listen to their remarks,
and to contribute, through. them, to your satisfaction.

1 begin, then, by observing that mant is natitrally disposcd to barter
or exchiange objects wliich by his exertions lie lins produced or appro-
-priated. Other animais quietly use ivhiat comes iii their way, or obtain
ivhat they want by violence or artifice : few accumulate, and tiiose
few are among the less intelligent; and oniy under flic guidance of
niere instinct, prepare for changes of the seasons. Animais wiIl fight for
the possession of' a desired objeet : they wilt seize or steal from others
what they want; 'but the volunitary giviing up of' anything in order te
ob&din another thing, is unkanown amongst them: and is ýabove their
comprehension. Man, in a rude state, imitates the violence ; iu a
corrupt and degraded state, the fraud of the brute,-bothi of wvhichi
civilization, knowledge, and moral improvenment lead him, for his own
good as well as that of others, to abandon; but with, the reason God
has given hlm, it requires but sinail progress for him aise to seek ad-
'vantages by barter. 11e is sometimes successful iii obtaiaing more of'
a desirable objeet than lie eau immediately consume ; and lie per-
haps finds, wvhcn labouring for any produet, a very slighit additional
cxertioii mii greatly increase the quantity obtained. Iu these circuni-
stances, to a reasoning animal, the idea of barter, as a means of in-
creasing bis advantages, naturally suggests itself; uer eau the prin-
ciple have been long applied bef'ore it mvas found out that eaeh one
doing what lie liked best, or ivas most skilled. in, wvould produce a
xnuch larger arnount altogether of ail desirable things, aud a better
share to eaehi, thian every one providing iis nearly as possible aIl thinga
for hiimself. Thus intimately is the tendency to barter coruecte-d
vithi the division of labour. The earlicst exehianges mould of course
be conducted mith, very imperfeet approximrations te accuracy in
valuing-inexperience and the force of desire rendering tAie terins ar-
'bitrary and unequal ; but it would soon be found that objects are
valuable, in proportion to the time and labour required for obtaining-


