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schoo] comunissioners, and he could not tell A from B, Sut now
that this headstrong opponent is oblized to pay his assessmont and
mombly fees, he sends s cluddren to school, notwnthstanding his
recaollection of his father’s want of education, not perhaps for the
sake of gannny instruction, but merely that he may not spend money
e vain g and fanther that he may not pay for others.  Whatever
may be his motive, his cluldren nevertheless are tanght, and as 1
have already remarked, the present generationonce educated, every
thing will go well, and we may even anticipate mueh zeal, becanse
this zeal will become a deterimned desire to acquire knowledge
and a just appreciation of its necessny. 1 have, Sir, herein before
stated, that 1t would be difficult 1o custail the powers now vested in
the comumissioners, and which I, with many other Inspectors, my
colleagues, consider as o extensive.  If, as” several of them have
remarked, the ko exacted the proof of a certain competeney at
least, a knowledge of reading and writing as a2 condition of qualifi-
cation for election to the several rural peblie offices, such as Mayor,
Councillor, even Caplain of Militia, aml why not for Church-warden 2
It would be an indirect and wlmost imperceptible, but sure means
of cunecting the anomaly which exists in cur law, tiat of intrusting
the ditection of a system of education to those who have none
themselves, it would in fact be a species of normal school for schoo)
commissioners s mud the necessity of such 2 measite 1s most appa-
rent. ‘Fhie mehmation felt m the coumtry to lold these honorary
offices wonld prove another ietemnent o the adrancement of edu-
cation. Good mun eipal adminitrationof which we stand so much
in need, woald benefit muteriuily, and our system of agriculture
would soun cease 1o be, what I much fear it will remain for some
time yet, withowt popular education and notwithstanding its pro-
gress, a routine.

With many of the Governments of Europe ignorance is considered
as an offence: why should we not follow their example; are we
not 1u a position to declare that every one who remnains jgnornt, is
sv, throngh his owa fault, and is therefore voluntarily culpabie?

It is much 10 be regretted that when the fund for the erection of | 8

school houses was distributed, there was no uniform plan recom-
mended to serve as a gaide for the commissioness, ... their cons
truction and distribation, much goml would have cesulted, panticu-
larly as regands the salubrity and comfort’ of the s * ls, wanting
(witlt few exceptions) in all'our school hyuses. My disirict of use
pection will soon be provided with a sufficient number of schools to
meet the wauts of the population. Besides, it must not be imagined
that the number of schools is at all a sure indication of prozress ;
itis very frequently but an additional proofof the statement, 1 made
above of the interest resulting from the direct payment of assess-
ment, &eo 1 must pay for a school.—~Well, I wish to have one
near my owa door, and next year 1 will vote for a Commissioner
who wiil promise me ope.” =0t is for this reason that many parishes
have too many schinols for e sunount of salaries they can afford 10
pay to competent teachess, and this number of schools, with badly
i teachers, is the cause of their never bejng above mediocrity.

Ve have a sufficient nomber of sehuols, what we require now is,
to render them more effective, and for this purpose, there 1s want-
mng:

Firstly.  Uniformity in the =choo! bo-ks.
. Sccondly. A uniform method of pracical teachiny, cconomis-
ing time.

_Thinlly. Good, morzl, competent and assiduous teachers, whose
diploinas will state the patcular class for which it was sranted so
as o asaust the Commissioners in their selection of school teachers
which they frequently are unable to do alone.

Fourthiy. Regulattons for the interrai government of the schools.

Fafthly.  The estublistunent of 3 program of studics, so that in-
convenicnce ansmg from the great variety of which so much pa-
rade 1s made, m many of owr schools, amd in conrequence of which
nonzienal progress is made in any one bianch, may be obviated.
On tlus last point, cvery thing yet remains in deubt, every branch,
cven e study of the language, is attempted 1o be rendered more
complicated. I am convinced, that in aur purely French country
schouls, the study of the English langunge, is 2 complete luss of
time. This study shuald be contined to our Institctions for Supetior
Faducation un the same manner as the study of the French is in
Uppet Canada conlined 10 the Graminar Schuols.  The climate of
Lower Canacla remlers our posititon very ditferent from that of other
countries. Qur agriculingallabor i continal, aud one kind of wark
follows another Wwabont intenuption during the four sensans of the
yeary and an cach of these seasons the scholar 1< requared 1o take
patin them 3 he bas less time than in smost other countrics 1o de-
voie 10 stuly, his time mus: be econnmised therclor, that 18, that
he give lnnscil Lp solzly 10 the requirement of what is necessary.
Whatever may be the motives which induce some parents in thie

country patts to insist on their children, leaming EFoglish in the
elementary schools, I much fear, that we shall pay very dearly for
this study.  The reason is that frequently, hands are required to
assist m the furm labor, and the children who are at school are
obliged 10 be taken to replace their elder brothers who have left for
the United States.

« The situation of Secretary-Treasurer in the country, is one of

more importance than is generally believed s he is the faetolum
and the confidential and Jeaal adviser of the School Commmissioners,
In many instances the good or bad working of the Educational Luw
depends entuely upon him,  Unfortunately the appointment to this
oflice is not made with all the ciscumspection that is necessary, es-
peeially since it has become more lucrstive under the provisions of
the last law, for it has in some instances been the cavse of intrigue
and favontism not altogether consistent with the imerest ol the mu-
nicipalities. ‘To my knowledge, Sceretary-Treasurers whose con-
duct had been irreproachable, have been dismissed without the
slightest cause, for the purpose of giviug the situation, and partics-
larly the wereased salacy, to uneducated persons, to whom the law
cou{:l never have contemplated that they woold be given.  Unfor-
tunately with respect to this as to wany athier points, the Superin-
tendent is not vested with sutlicient puwer 3 he cannot reinsate the
dismissed Secretary -Treasucer, aud the only punishizent to which
hie can condemn the Commissioncers, 18 the forfeiture of their shage
in .lihc araut, a punishment affeeting the innocent as well as the
ruilty.
5 i gnd the Seeretary-Treasurers” books of seceipts and disburse-
ments generally speaking, very badly kept. I have much difficalty
in persaading them to procure bound beoks, instead of those
without cither cover or binding, the flymg sheets of which have
alrcady been the cause of 1wo swits of considerable moment within
my district of ingpection.

1 must hiere réler 10 2 mode of payment much used in some of
the municipalities within my district.  This is, bons or drafts o1
soods on merchants, which the teacher 15 obliged to pay. 1 could
cite two or three cases which would incontestably piove that the
teacher generally loses by this system of payment, & quarier or an
eighth of his salary, of which the merchant denves the sole Lenefit;
I abstain however from doing so, lest the pusties should be receg-
nized. As the Commissioners should always, previous to engag-
ing teachers, count upun paying theit salaries, not out of the proba-
ble but out of the fixed revenues of the mumcipality, if they do not
collect them, the fuult is theirs, and the teacher shonld in no wise
be the sufferer. I would wish that when Cominissioners have un-
dertaken to pa{ ot acenam day, that each payment should be
punctually made, and that in_default of so duing they shonld pay
double interest. I wuuld prefer this means even totheir being paid
by the Superintendent, for I think it woull suluce the Commission-
ers tocoilect their artears moie promply.

The sketch which I have made above of the actual state of school
affairs watlun uy district 1s centamly not very consoling.  Bat, Sir,
I have only given the dark sude of the question, 1 have =aid nothing
of allthe good that has been effected within its bunudaries.  This
good has been achieved by the school Commissioners, the  Secte-
tary-Treasurers aud other persons suflficientiy disinterested in the
ranks of patriotism and charity to stand in no need of my praise to
encourage them in their good work.  The little time I have at my
disposal will not allow me 1o proceed farther with iny remarks
on this subject of abuses rcr{:jriug a speedy reform. T cannot avoid
sceing, that much 1s yet 1o be doue, but, thanks to an all-wise Pro-
vidence anew impulse appears to be givento the mindsof the peo-
ple, adesire for education and for progress in general, that shounid
induce us 1o predict 1avorably for the cause of education.

My statisucal tables(which 1 collected nud made up with the
utmost care) fully proves the increase of zeal, on the part of 1lie peo~
pie for education. Following my semarks on the staie of treschools
mn the several municipalities, 1 have given a comparative statement
of the last haif-ycar, and there are few bmnches of study wliuch do
unot show considerable increase.  If all the officets of aur intelice-
tual army do not possess all the capacity or the Wlents they could
ot should have, we must waita hittle longer, the ks wme tilled
with young awl intelligent recruits, and wmder the Chief pow at our
head, we canu.t fail ta conquer, if the Legislature will anty, instead
of diminishiny, increase its gencrous clfosts in our favor.

Following his general remarks on the present state of
Education within hisdistrict of Inspection, Mr. Dorval gives
a brief sketch of each municipality separately. We request
that our readers and more especially the school Cominissi-
vners within this district will read attentively Mr. Dorval’s



