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Historical.

T is not to be expected that the
\J students of the Normal College

be endowed with that loyalty
-~ to their institution, that pride in
handing down its customs from ycar
to year, that is infused into all who
claim for their Alma Mater a college
whose history dates far into past
generations, and whose spirit has
been carefully fostered by each suc
cessive year.,  Yet although we can-
not trace the records of our Normal
College back into dark antiquity, 1t
does hoast of a short history, which
should prove of interest to the stu-
dents of the institution,

To the cducationalists of Oatario
Lelongs the honor of being the first
on this continent to recognize the
necessity of professional training for
those purposing to engage in high
school teaching, but it was not until
1885 that the first step in this diree-
tion was taken, when two collegiate
institutes  were utilized  for  four
months in the year forthe training of
Iligh Schanl assistants.  Three years
later the number of training institutes
was ifcreased to five, but the belief
that education is a science as well as
an art, led the authorities to make
arrangements, whereby  instruction
could be given in the theoretical, as
well asthe practicalside of education.

These arranzements culminated in
1889 in the . stablishment of the
School of Pedagogy in Toronto,
when two months of the term were
snant in the consideration of the doc-
trinal side of the art of teaching, and
the other two as before in observa-
tion and practice in the training in-
stitutes.  With the training schaools
scattered over the Province in this
way, it was impossible tu tell how
wmuch of the theory wes applied to
the pract’ce. To remove this diffi-
culty, the outside training schools
were dropped in 1891, and the two
Toronto Collegiate Institntes affili-
ated instead, thus enabling the theor-
ctical and practicalwork to be carried
on concurrently for the four months.

Two years later, in 1893, the turm of
instruction was extended to  cight
months. This arrangement, how-
cver,—the necarest approach to a
satisfactory one that the school had
yet seen—lasted only for one year,
and the institution for the next four
years remained without any affiliated
training institutes.

Uader these obviously unsatisfac-
tory circumstances the work was
continued, but in the meantime
arrangements were being made be-
tween the Ontario Legislature and
the Hamilton Board of 1Lducation for
the accommodation of the School of
Pedagogy in coancction  with  the
new Collegiate Institute about to be
crected in Hamilton. On September
3rd, 1893, the Board zgreed ta the
terms proposed by the Department
of Education, which agreement, it
was  stipulated, “should remain in
force for ten yvears: to be cancelled
at any time thercafter on one year's
notice by cither pariy)”

In order that the students of this
year may know the relation in which
they stand in point of numbers to
past years, a few statistics may here
be given.  Since the extension of the
term, the number oy students enrolled
cach year is as follows:

MEN. WOMEN. TOTAL
4= il =2
I 19 107
=5 ) 1650
T (ks 118
HH 113 20N
1RGNy N - 171

May we, the thirteenth class, prove
the fallacy of the old superstition by
a triumphant passage through the
ficry ordeal of the year.

The class of 18g8-9g is made up as

follows :
MEN. woMEN. T

Toronto Grasduates.... 23 20 41
(uaren's e cees 108 1 11
AMeMaster * vee. 2 2 4
Trinity * ees 1 2 3
Metill . veee 0 1 1
Senior Leaving........ 19 [ 111
SPECIALINTS,
Classirs i ioiel vevneaa 11 2 13
M themnaties oo.... ..., 8 2 n
Faglich. ... ....... e W 1 20
Made, us...... teerie.. 8 n 1=
Sciene i iiiieennaenn 2 1 3



