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A very comfortable conclusion certamly for the heud of the
Board of Works to arrive at, but whethier 1t be equaliy satisfac-
tory to the public i« another question.  For ourselves, we still
entertaun some old-fashioned notions of the duty of a Goverumeat,
to exercise thewr judament without fear, far our ur adle: ton, for the
welfure of their country, and of thewr responsibiliy to the collec-
tive wisdomof the nation,lor their action. We trust that this responsi-
lity may, in this instanee, prove more than & mere name, and
that our rulers may be made to understand that they are equally
hable for non-feasance as for mal-feasance m oflice! What! is
a great national work to be stopped to the certain damaze and
probable destruction of the trade of the country, because there is
a conflict of opimivn between two irrespunsible parties how best it
can be effected ? Surely in such a ecase it i the duty of the
rcsronsnb]c minister to decide;—he has the evidence befure L,
and the means at his disposal of procuriug the test advice : and
is he to stand still, and assizrn as a reason the ““indilference ** of
the “merchants of Montreal,” who have no suclt means of juldy-
ing, }z)ut who have done their duty in br.uging the matter before

um

“Agitation has stoppedthe work 1??  This s the first occasion on
which such an excuse has been offered Ly a Minister of the
Crown for doing nothing. We have heard of the ¢ pressure from
without > being the cause of great organic changes, but never of
absolute inactivity !

We trust the Guvernment of the country will, as respects ¢ s
work at least, abandou this do-nothing policy,—exercise without
delay, and with sound judmment, the power extended to them,—
and trust to the representatives of the people to ratify their acts.

A GLANCE AT CANADA WEST.

(Communicated.)

Canada West is decidedly the finest portion of the Province,
both as it regards amenity of chmate, and fertibty of sml;—and as
we promised in our last number, to touch upon certain character-
istics of this section of the Provinee, of which we have not as yet
treated,—we now proceed to fulfil that promise. (Ve begin by
observing that she has a more southerly lautade than Canada
East can boast of —a diflerence of ubout three degrees.  This gives
to that southerly range lyiug alony Lake Lrie a decided ad-
vantage, not only comimencingthe warmth of summer atan earlier
period but extending it to a latery aud materially abating the
ngors of winter.  This is more paticularly exemplbfied in the fact
that peaches (a fruit which not only loves a warm climate, but
cannut exst without ity are there successfully cultivated in the
open grom.ds: and the clunate 1s more mild throuzhout the whole
eatent of Vahe Onano, than what we have w Canada Fast.

The =il of Canada West hke that of Canada Easty s for the
beiter part, especially where the heaviest crops of wheat are pro-
duced, composed principally of clay, enniched in the former caso
to a greater degree, with a vegetable mould—and the face of the
counttry has less of the dead level thin Canada Last, and is con-
ecquently better adapted not only for cultivation, but for

racing.* The best Lreeds of Enulish eattle are being intro-
duced mto the country, and Axricultural Svcicties, by their
preminms, are stimulating the farmers to healthy cfturts in
the mmprovement of therr farms.  Fine mill privileges wbound
in Canada Weset. The water power will indeed, prove one of
the great sources of her wealth.  Probably there are no finer
wheat growme districts than the Home and Neweastle—in many

arts of which the yield 1s very great, vary ng from thiny to fifty

ushels to the acre.  This is (Lmtc equal to any thing we find
along the northern shore of Lake Eric . ul.~, we may add, not
surpassed Ly any section of North America.  Some of the finest
farms m Canadia West are to be found about Brautford and Weod-
stock. Evidences of the “ old conntry *? farmer’s labours are
there manifest 3 and it is only matter of regret, that among the
number of immigrants to this country, we have not more of thuse
who can handle the plough and the rake. As the aranaries of
Canada are to be found along the shores and inlets of Erie and
Ontario, our warmest wishes will ever be for those Agricularal
Distrcts,

As regards tho cuties and villages of Canada West, many are
found to exlubit proufs of the rapud growth of thuse of vur neigh-
bours south of futy-five. Hamilton is probally @ fais specimen.
It was laud out in 1813, about one mile from the b.a{, on accouat
of the swampy nature of the ground along the bay shore 5 and, it
now numbers 7,000 ainhalutants, aud contams many haudsime
buldmgs of stone and of brick.  The table land, eatendiz from
Nuggara niver far mto the west, runs along the south sule of the
town, and atfords dehizhttul situations for ** country seats 3 he-
stdes presenting withui ats bosom an exeelleat quarey of himestone,
of ready access, and easily worked, and of which free use is
being made. One of the largest mpurting houses of Canada

® Wo must, hawever, exeept from these remarks the Lasteen ‘Townsiups, swhich are
not to be exceeded u> a c1rzing countsy by any portion of this Province.
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has an establishmeut here well worth examination, from its ex-
tent and convenience of arrangement.  And in many other
respects Hamilton promises to bu eveutually the largest city in
Canada West, This caunot be doubited when its position is tahen
into coiderabion. It lies on w magnificent bay (secure at all
seasotis of the yea L) at the very head of Lake Outario. 1t hasa
counlry arowd wind above it of great lusuriance and extent, pour-
g nto i, almost exclusively, of its abundance, and receiving
from at the necessanes supplied by commerce. One heavy pres-
sure upon the trade of this place is the tax imposed upon mer-
chandize passing intothe bay—a toll of five shillings on every ton.
‘The otizin of this tax was as follows:—A canal was required to
be opened through the sand bar furming the entrance 1o the bay,
aud piers of heavy tunbee work were coustructed on either side,
for a hundred rads o soy to protect it fivin filling up—aud this
chanued has to be hept elear by dredgzing, from the constant wash-
ing of the lake inwards,  The merchiaudize aud produce therefure
entering thus bay i taxed to heep its emtrance i repair. By an
Act of vur last Peovincial Parliament, Hannlton has been elevated
to the rank of a city.  What contributed much to its prosperity,
are the sp'endid roads which commuunicate with all parts of the
country, terminating at Hamilton as a common centre.

Toronto, however, claims precedence of all other places in
Canada West, in point of extent, wealth, numberof its public
buildings and population.  Indeed no place in that seetion of the
Provinee, has shut ahead with such amazing rapidity as Toronto.
Tu 1830 its pupulation was 2,560, and it now numbers upwards of
20,000, It. too, has a harbour of sreat extent and of comparative
safety ; and the country around is extensively settled aud ealibits
much fertility.  As it has the start of uther places, it will probably
keep a head for many years to come.

Kings'on has acquired a degree of prominence from the fact of
its having been the areat military depot for Canada West, and the
place of re-shipment of all prod» ‘¢ and merchandize going and
coming from above that point.  The expenditure of the present
season upon military works in and about Kingston, will probably
not be less than from £350,000t0 £73,000.  Here is the termination
of the Rideau Canals and as it has a cood country above, if not
direetly in the rear of it, it will doubtless he enabled to sustzin
itself under the great commereial change which is now taking
place in the Province, although it has lost since the removal of
Government nearly two thousand of whabitantse  Its pupulation
at the present time is not far fium 7,000—that is, within the limits
of its corporation.

Having thus briedly touched upen the general features and
agricultural interests of the conntry, and shghtly notwesd jt< londa
ing C17ies, we will at once come to the principal matter in land
—and that is, the Trade of Canada West,

The trade of Canada West is nct only an extensive one, but it
is arowine, and each successive year will witness a large increase.
It ic e<eential to the best interests of Canada that this trade be not
diverted from its natural chaunel, the St. Lawrence 5 inasmuch
as the Province has already, for the purpose of preserving it, in-
curred a debt of one nullion and a half in the construction of
canals to make the river available. Now should the trade be
diverted, and be made to pass through a foreign country, the
Province wonld not only lose the profit ansing from the use of
her canals 3 but the country world be taxed 1o pay the futerest
upon the maney thus invested, thus sabyecting herself to <ome-
thing like a double tax npan her own improvements.  This the
ceantry would not surely subject itself to, without there being a
prospect of benefitting itself by so doing. To sccure then, the
trade upon the St. Lawrence, it is essentialy as bas been shown in
the former nurabers of our paper, that great modifications be made
in our carrying trade, not ouly as regards the transit of gouds and
produnce upon our inland waters; but, essentially, as regards
fi reighlagc across the ocean.  Canadacanndg pay the high f;ff;;ms
she is now paying and successfally cumpete m the English mar-
ket with her noighbours*.. Nor is this her only drawback. Under
the present state of things, she cannot obtain a sufliciency of
shipping, even at the high prices now paying, to send her own
produce to market.  Retween 200,080 and 300,000 barrels of

Flonr this season are ~tored over for want of shipping, to say no-
1(12”"% of the thousand cargoes of lumnber lying in the coves at
aebee.

1t must be apparent then to every one who will give a moment's

reflection ty the subject, tiat Canala cannot be w up agein=t this
enormous pressure upon her energies. She must give way, and
become a dindling dependence of the mother country, if Great
Britain does not at onee remove {rem her the shackles by which
she is Lound.
. The wams of Canada are few; but those wants are now
imperative.  She wants alltha rendetive measures which eripple
her trade and patalize her be <t eacrzuics removed, Shie wants to
sce on her waters from Lake Superiur to the Gulf a class of ves-
sels that shall do the basiness of the carry g rade fur oncthind
the e b has heretsfore pand  and then, and net till then, wiil
she be able ts tise fro 0 W v prosent prostrate position, and assume
an attitude alike honourable t) her as 1 Province, and a depen-
dance of the greatest commercial nation the sun ever shono
upon.
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