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Chinarnan ; and the whole sentence, if it is understood at all, suiggests
many perplexing questions, which the rnost intelligent Chinese scholar has
iio ineans of unravelluioer.

For this reason the missionaries of China have for inany years urged
the Bible socicties in China to print the Seriptures ini Chinese Nvitli short
explanatory noics. At the Slhanghai«Coniferexice of 1877 the folloNwing
resolution was pse

"Sixîce in tlic opinion of the Gencral Conference it is highly desirable
that the Seriptures designed for circulation iri China shoffld bu accompauied
-%vith a short preface, captiong,, and brief unsectarian notes, therefore we do
mnost earnestty requcst -the various Bible societies in Europe and Amerîca
te secure, if possible, a change in tixeir rules and constitution so as to per-
mnit these to, te added to their future editions, subjeet te tlie supervision
of their respective comnmittees in China."

The General Conference of 1800û inade a sirnilar request.
There are threc Bible societies at work i China-the American, the

Britishi and Foreign, and tlic Scotch. Eachi of these lias a clause in its
constitution to the effect tlîat Scrip)tures are to be circulated " vithout
note or comment. " This clause ecd society disregards systeînatically at
home in its marginal notes, the only juistification bein&~ usage. In reply
to the 1877 conference ýappeal, the societies cither answered ivth silence
or thoughit the chiange " inadmissible" or " inexpedient." The Scotch
society dîd, lîowever, as sorne one expressed it, " after a great deal of
consideration, corne te tue conclusion that there mighlt be Inaps, chapter
hecadings, and tables of weights and ineasures, se that the Chinese mifglt
know the lengrth of a cubit and the Value of a sihekel."

it niay bo well te touch briefiy on the pros and cons of the question.
Against the use of notes it has been urged that flic Seriptures without
notes eau bo broughit home te the heart and conscience of the rcader. In
Christian lands, where the desired information is already well diffuscd, the

opinion lnay hold geod. Stirely it is a different thingr in a land like china.
11ev. J. Hudson Taylor declares that " of ahl Christian effort, the putting
of a wlîele Bible or Testamient into thc hîands of an unconvertcd, unin-
structed heathen, vrithout note or commieit, is the xnost unsuccessful and,
se far as iny experience goes, sometimes even liurtful.'7

It is said that cases have been found ;vecthe Gospel Nvithout note or
comment lias been tic mens of the conversion of a Cîinaman. This may
bc truc ; bat, so far as statistics go, flic occurrence is very rare, both bc-
cause of the almost incredible difliculties, and because such. cases arc un-
known until after the persons have bei brouglit into contact with Chuis-
tians. Curiosity xnay be aroused and a desire for further k-newledge
awakened, but it is onlyý alLer mnucli higlit and help that these result in a
change of heart. We doubt if the inissionaries of China wvould yield to
any one i thecir faiLli in the power and sufficiency of the Holy Seriptures.
The truth is thxat the muission-iries onu'y wislith fi ens to convcv tlie mind
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