
THE CREDULITY OP SKEPTICISM.[Fb

Pliîlologrists lhave fouudl ilu truc Sanskrit abuîîidalit resenîiblanices to
ro)ots of Euiropean lit plages. Eacli brandi of the race developed xnany
chiangres, but thiat one of theni f trnishied narnes to order foir ail the othei's
is a unique hiypotlicsis. It is to be regretted in thc interest of the theory
that thc reseniblances hiad not becun toncd dow'n to faituter Uines; the
aIverage crdu3 t ofraes so taxcd ; the clever work is over-

<1011e.
Aftci N'ituiessingc the completencess of this ingridstie Performance

no one wvill be siirprised to kuiow that thc leadiiug New Testament ini-
Cidents ir'e repi'oduccd alinost cltire. 'Wlîat is k now'u as tic 'l Nrishnla
('tit" is worked to the greatcst iaIvantitac. Nothi ng of origiîîality
is lcft to the Christ oie Judea.

.Among the deigods of the 1lindu îîiytliology Krishîna figrîred

is agcood-naturcd and rollicking Bachus. LNothing is known of lîhîti
in the calrier Sanskrit literature, but in the epic known as the aab

hiarata and ini Uic V.ishunii Pur-ana lie appears as an incarnation of
Vislinui. After the risc of Budhsî,lndlisml Ilid discovered its
lack of a more synîpathetic being than liad -yet appearcd-a god
aIîîionir ien 10ho slîouild unite witli thc powcrs of dIcity soincthing like,

ice Bîîddhîa's s.vnipathy and pity. - rwu i nraigiieet
.Aroundic Krislin a, therefore , there gre Upa ures> îîee

not tlîat lie furînishced au eflîlcal mode], for )lis liistory correspondcd
vcry ncearly witl tliat of the lasciviolns satyrs of tic Romlanl nxytlîol-
ogv, but becauise lie Nvis wavi'îîîly and sympatlîetically Iimaî. Tite<,
Krishnia Cuit -vas not fully dcVelopcd until the eariy cenituries of
the Clhristian eî'a, anda it procccdcd along two Elles. 11i its popiular.
aspects it kept PaC -%itli the growving corruptions iviiicli appeared ini
the Tantras: an11d wcrc illustrated ini the immoral orgies of Siva woî'-
sbip). Thie festivals ini honor of Krislîna were, and to a vcî'y remint
date hlave coxitinucid to be, occasionls of unlspeakable vice.

'l'le otiier Elne of levelopuiienit was tixcoretical; Krislina w-as treatcd
as aDivine Counschlor and f ricud ini the Bhiagavad Gita, wichl-
tlioiighI enibracingr older inatcrials-was probably conîposed abouit tue

firt. i' ecod Cntuyof oui' cra, and the Blîag va. G1ita lias, iiu its

lîl etlîies, often 'beeîî conîpareui te the 'New Testament, tiionurli f all-
iîig far' eniugli bclow a paî'allel. ]'ult the legends by wlîich Jacolliot
matches "« ('hiiisti.a's " life -%'ith leading incidents hi flic life of Jesuis
wcere jartly the grow'th of those Iau'î' centuries ini whvicili -nduisiii
w'as brouglît il) contact w'ith Cluî'itianiitv ini Soutiiern India, id
pardly thic probable w'oîk cf oui' author's ownl siubsidized punidits.
Eveil if thic scliolar'ly criticisin of Mfax -Mfuller hiad not, befallen thils
unlfeî'tunate niuthoî', tic Fî'enchinless and puiîicey widî wilich lie
<lothcd the qtorýy of Adaîn and Bye (" Adlinia and lIeva ") ini the
Gar'den, as well as thie gencî'ail e'xtravaganîce cf blis stateniexits, %Votli(
Il.-Ive aî'ousedl suitqliii.
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