tlon will be violated, and that some one
church will lose its identity in the union.
puy thero are very few mussionaries in
Japan who are opposing the union. While
it isexclusively among the Pedobaptists
the Baptists hope to see it triumph ; for it
will hasten the day of & union of them too.
Looking at this rich fleld in the light of the
Saviour's prayer, and considering what bas
been accomplished towards its fulfillment,
ho can doubt that we have rightly iater-
preted that prayer, or lift anopposing voice
agaiust the progress made ?
w¥raternally, E. SNoDGRASS.
« ggoNal, JAPAR, May 6, 1868,

Another letter from Japan.
[A hopeful sign and further news
respecting Col. Olcott's mission.—

Ens.]

«The following editorlal epncared recently
{othe local paper published here :

-+ Buddhist, * where areyou ? I want to call
sour attention to some {acts, and rally a thon-
sand of the brethren who have grown indiffzrent
toour religion. Don't you see the water drip-
ping trrongh the roofs and solling the clothes
of our idols? Don't you see the priests going
about the sircots caring only for their beauti-
ful robes, wine and money ? Can't we reform
these priests and restore the religion thathas
done so much (or our country? I was sur-
prised when I saw the earnestness of tha
misslonaries, and I was also very sorry, be-
cause they are cstablishing the foreign religion
in our country. The students in our schools
are believing in their religion. Do you know
what that means? The very ones who will
soon be the icaders of our nation are believing
20d accepting the teachings of these toreign
misclonaries. Sce how they establish schools,
aod work dilizently every day, and then take
wamirg. You have read how our Buddhists
have been persecuted in the Eastern countrics
by those foreigners.’

“This man only gives us a picture of the decay
of Buddhism. They are in the throes of death,
and we may expect to hesr such groans. Col,
Qleolt, an American, is trylng to revive their
cause in Japan. He tells them in his addresscs
toretain their native religion and not be found
aceepting the roligion of another country 3 but
the Colonei doesn’t practics what hs preaches,
Atown near us offered $500 to get a few
lectares fram Uim, but the amount was not
sofficient, which shows that ho is & rather ex-
pensiveassistance. Many revivias are going on
intbe Christian work and most all the churches
are enjoylug 2 healthy and steady growth.

“8ax’s. H, WAINRIGHT.

*Qtra, April, 14, 1839,

Syria.—Missionary Experience, — Miss
Mary P. Bddy sends usthe following 2

privileges, that the home church constitu-
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AMERICAN M18stoN, BRIRUT, March 18, 1889,
DeAR DR. SEERWOOD : Mybrother and brother-
in-1aw have been touring in thesouthern part of
the Sidon field. X enclose part of a private jour-
nal kept by the latter during the trip. It will
glive agood idea of the experience of missiona-
ries.

A yeur ago Beirat became the scat of » new
“Warhijat ** or province and s Governor-Gen-
eral, Ali Pasha, was appointed. After a year's
residence here he has becn removed by deatls.
Long a resident in Paris and Berlin, he had lib-
eralviewsand was affiuble and personally friend-
1y to the representatives of foreign powers resi-
dent, and as far as Jay in his power he aided
rather than opposed our work in this provinco.™

Journal. After passing Ras el Ain beyond

Tyre, I wason new ground, and everything be-
came more interesting. Two and a half hours
alon~, the sca brought us toa famous headland,
Rasel Abyad,over which the road is cutdeep into
the white chalky rock. At placesitis very smooth
andsteep, while the cliff drops sheeraway for 200
ft.into the blue sea. Beyond thisalong the shore
formiles is a sample of Turkish mismanagement.
They forced the surrounding population to come
and labor upon a new carriage road, which be-
ging nowhcre and ends nowhere, crosses
no ravines, is straight where it ought to be
crooked, and crooked where it ought to be
straight, is double the width needed, and though
continuing for reany miles is nowhere finished.
It is a perfect type of the scale on which such
works are often projected, and the wiy in which
they are abandoned after some one in money
or muscle has paid out enovugh to complete two
such roads.

‘We visited several rockhewn tombs, of which
there are thousands in Phoenicia, and below
Alexander's fountaln we left the sca and began
to climb the mountain slope, visiting some an-
clent ruins, acrea of pillars, columns and blocks
lying all over the top of the slope. It issadden-
ing to think of how bard these unknown people
must have labored to erect such buildings and
then to pass away, thus leaving nothing behind
them, not even a name. Then for an hour more
we puiled up the mountain, rugged and stony,
with a8 scrubby oak, thorns and coarso grasses,
finally reaching our destination. Alma, onthe
top of the ridge, surrounded by mulberry and
olivetirees, is very pretty from a distance, but,
like Constantinople, a closer acquaintance dis-
pelssomething of first impressions. Tho people
aro desperately poor—poorer than any village
Thave yet visited. For ycars they have suffer-
ed from oppression and robbery ; murders and
fiz:ts have becn of frequent occurrence, and
this whole region until quite recently was un.
safe. Yet anice new church was finished and
dedicsted a yearago, and tho communicants
number nearly thirty.  We came to the room of
the rosident teacher. Itis a curious old place,
alarge yard in front in which cattlo aro tethered
by day. Onthe ground floor are three large
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