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of the clergy-these arc the five bars in the fence that neow keeps Chiris-
tians frein being organically )ne. Are they net insignificant, in coin-
parisen te the tics whichi bind us in a common faith ?

At the late Presbyterian Ceunicil at Belfast, a Frencli delegate suid,
I find you here agitated, ever the question whlether hymns inay be

sung at publie wvorship ; ever in France people are inquiring ivLether
titero le a GodI Nover hiave we been in any gathering representing
disciples of every mime ivhiere the disposition was s0 unanimous te lift
into premience enly the great fundamental, rudimental truths of eur
cemmon faith.

The second thing that irnpressed us ivas the grand body of Chtristiaib
men that were liere breughit tegether. The loeor floor was reserved
fer delegates, admitted by ticket, and a carefuil 1o o ver the great
assembly revealed the uiinistakable signs of intellectual, moral aud
spiritu.al power. 'Phi giants hiad evidently met. Freont ail quarters they
ca9me wv1o liad studied intently the preblems of the age, and were en-
deavoring te work them, eut in the great referms of the century. If
physiegneîny is a test, tiiere were ne weak meni in thkA assemblage.
The papers read, the addresses delivered, and even the impromptu, or
less studied, remarks in discussion, gave evidence of a, titanie grasp of
the subjeets that were treated. Some of these papers and addresses
were obviously the preduet of a quarter of a century of thouglit and
stu(ly upon the themes brouglit before the Conférence. It wvould bc
inividieuis te single eut particular spakrs were almost -%ithout excep-
tion every elle commanded such earnlest attention. But te, observe
the range and, scope ef the tepies discussed, andi the peculiftr qualifica-
tions of the speakers for tlic work assigned thcm, ivill cenvince anyene
that this Conference ivas iii the best sense a issionary gathering. Its
inifluence on every forin of Christian 'werk, bothA at home and abread,
will be kIlt, as perhaps that of ne other public assembly that ever met
ilu this country.

The programmne wvas arranged with great care, se as te, lead up te a
climnax. Mr. Win. B. Dodge, the President, opened with a 'Singu-
iarly feliciteus speech, in wvhich hoe briefly outlined the wverk of the
Conference, and after the graceful welcome address of Bishiop Andrews,
Dr. Dorchester plunged at once in miedia.ç res, and showed us the Per-is
qi/lice Ciliés. Thiis iwas a fitting epeniing ef the great, discussion. The
concentration of populations in these great centres, the association of
vicions clements and the cembination of hiet4erogenieouis elements, the
prevalence of intemperance, the social cvii, class alien-ations. secialisin,
anarchism and atheisin-these constitute the city, Ilthe ulcer upon flic
'body politiek, " and tho nienace upon oui' civilization. Dr. MfcPhler-
son, of 'Chicago, followved in a, similar strain, and showcd the rapid
grewthi, the vast hordes of foreigners massed in ene locality, the ini-
adequacy of churches, both. in numbers and endeavors, te reacli <d
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