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of the clergy—these are the five bars in the fence that now keeps Chris-
tians from being organically one. Are they not insignificant in com-
parison to the ties which bind usin a common faith? )

At the late Presbyterian Council at Belfast, a French delegate suid,
I find you here agitated over the question whether hymns may be
sung at public worship ; over in France people are inquiring whether
there be @ God/”? Never have we been in any gathering representing
disciples of every name where the disposition was so unanimous to lift
into prominence only the great fundamental, rudimental truths of our
common faith.

The second thing that impressed ns was the grand body of Christian
men that were here brought together. The lower floor was reserved
for delegates, admitted by ticket; and a careful look over the great
assembly revealed the unmistakable signs of intellectual, moral and
spiritual power. The giants had evidently met. From all quarters they
came who had studied intently the problems of the age, and were en-
deavoring to work them out in the great reforms of the century. If
physiognomy is a test, there were no weak men in thwt assemblage.
The papers read, the addresses delivered, and even the impromptu, or
less studied, remarks in discussion, gave evidence of a titanic grasp of
the subjects that were treated. Some of these papers and addresses
were obviously the product of a quarter of a century of thought and
study upon the themes brought before the Conference. It would be
invidiousto single out particular speakers, where almost without excep-
tion every one commanded such earnest attention. But to observe
the range and scope of the topics discussed, and the peculier qualifica-
tions of the speakers for the work assigned them, will convince anyone
that this Conference was in the best sense a missionary gathering. Its
influence on every form of Christian work, both at home and abroad,
will be felt, as perhaps that of no other public assembly that ever met
in this country.

The programme was arranged with great care, so as to lead up to a
climax. Mr. Wm. E. Dodge, the President, opened with a singu-
larly felicitous speech, in which he briefly outlined the work of the
Conference, and after the graceful welcome address of Bishop Andrews,
Dr. Dorchester plunged at once iz medias res, and showed us the Perils
of tne Cities.  'This was a fitting opening of the great discussion. The
concentration of populations in these great centres, the association of
vicious elements and the combination of helerogencous clements, the
prevalence of intemperance, the social evil, class alienations, socialism,
anarchism and atheism—these constitute the city, ¢ the uleer upon the
body politick,” and the menace upon our civilization. Dr. McPher-
son, of Chicago, followed in a similar strain, and showed the rapid
growth, the vast hordes of forcigners massed in one locality, the in-
adequacy of churches, both in numbers and endeavors, to reack and




