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over 180,000,000 actual communicants. Looking on the whole field, beyond
the limits of one’s own denomination, and we find stations scaitered along
the coast, up the Great River, and far and wide in all the interior, Not u
province but has some converts to Protestant Christiunity. Our society may
be weak this year, but another has never been stronger, Hope ever ::omes
from the whole, not from the part. Thirty-six socicties are represented in
China, with upwards of 490 male missionaries, over 200 unmarried female
missionaries, and nearly 200 native ordained ministers.

Greet as is the progress, great—aw/(ully, solemnly great— is the need. We
can say that the Chinese Empire has opened her doors; butwhat is meantby
the Chinese Empire? A writersays that China has 300,000,000 of people,
and then adds that China has eighteen provinces. His first use of the word
#China™ is synonymous with the Chinese Empire, and his second use with
China Proper or the eightcen provinces. These vast regions outside the
eighteen provinces are overlooked in the general caleulation.

Manchuria, with a population of upwards of 12,000,000, has one treaty port
and three mission stations, thosc Lelonging to the Scoteh United Presbyte-
rian Missions. Mongolia, extending over a vast extent of desert, and with
an estimated population of 2,000,000, has enly one missionary, the indefati-
gable worker of the London Mission, Rev. Jumes Gilmour. Tibet, with up-
wards of 7,000,000, and Ili, with 2,000,000, population, are both tightly locked
in from all foreign ond missionary impression, except as meeting Russia to
the north, and Great 2ritain to the south. Theisland of Formosa has been
advanced to the position of a province, has three trealy ports, and a very
successful mission work carried on by the Canadian and English Presbyte-
rians. Theisland of Hainan, still o departmentef the province of Kwang-
tong, has now one treaty-port, and one mission station of the American
Presbyterians. Such ends the border land of the Chinese Empire.

As to the condition of ChinaProper, what do we find? Of the cighteen prov-
inces only two have no permanent mission stutions, Hunan and Kwang-si.
The former has a. population of some 20,000,000, and is visited by members
of the China Inland and London Missions, but is as yet too hostile for perma-
nent settlement. Kwang-si, with a population say of 7,000,000, had for a
short time a station belonging to the American Presbyterian Mission, but
owing to a serious riot the missionaries were driven away, and have not
since been able tosecure the needed protection andresidence. The provinces
of Knei-chir, Yunnan, Kiang-si, Gan-kwong, Kansnk, Shen-si and Honan
are occupied by missionaries of the China Inland Mission alone, though the
Canadian Presbyterians are soon intending to open a station in the hostile
province of Honan. Missionaries may now travel in all parts of China, and
preach the Word, though residence in particular places, and especially the
provincial capitals. is generally subject to great opposition. Iiis, however
a matter of congratulation that of all the capitals only five we at this time
unoccupied by missionaries—those of Xwang-si, Kiang-si, Hunan, Honan
and Shen-si! To a portion of this success we are indebted to the Ghina
Inland Mission alone.

In such an enumeration as we here attempt to give, we should not over-
look the labors of the Roman Catholic missionaries, who have prepared the
way for Protestants in most of the interior. In fact, we fear if the Roman
Catholic priests had not first gone into the interior on the basis of the French
Treaty of 1860, which especially referred to the French priests, all Protestant
missionaries would have been able to do but little, except by way of travel.
Now, following the precedent of the Roman Catholics, Protestants may
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