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substantiate this statement, but history has again and again proved its
truth ; and here, where there is not the slightest fear of obstruction or
criticism, it were wonderful if it were not true. No English newspaper is
published, and every item of news published in the Spanish papers must
first be submitted to the archbishop for his approval. No Protestant ser-
vice of any kind is permitted. A marriage service between two British
subjects in the consulate was the cause of a good deal of trouble. I was
asked not to go ashore in clerical dress, because the priests and officials
were so bigoted that it would certainly arouse suspicion and provoke in-
quiry. During the Sunday we were in port I conducted a service on board
and preached. Some people from the shore—Englishmen—came off to
worship with us, and said afterward that that was the first Protestant ser-
vice held in the islands since they had been there.

To illustrate how little has been done for the native Indians, it is only
necessary to say that a few miles from the scttlement they are savages,
men and women going naked, and are without instruction. Spanish sol-
diers go through the country, shoot down those who oppose, pass on, leav-
ing things even worse than they were, and call it government. The priests
alone are wealthy, owning all the best property, and they alone are free to
do as they please, altho in recent years the powers of the archbishop
have been curbed a little ; yet even to-day no cargo may be worked in har-
bor on feast days without his special sanction, and no music is allowed in
any house or at any port after ten r.»m. except with his permission ; and,
as stated above, the press is muzzled by him and at his mercy.

The most exciting feature of life in the islands scems to be the great
Manila lottery, whose tickets are sold throughout the East. There is a
wmonthly drawing of prizes ranging from %80,000 to 5. As the time of
drawing comes near there is a rush for tickets, and rich and poor compete
excitedly for the prize. The governor and his high officers are present at
and preside over the drawing, which brings in 2 monthly revenue of more
than $200,000, for the lottery is a government monopoly. It is said that
were it not for the lottery Spain would, through inability to raise funds,
he compelled to dispose of or abandon her colony. The people are watch-
ing with interest the progress of the Cuban rebellion, and if it succeeds, it
seems probable the smoldering fires of revolt will break out here also, and the
native army would probably throw in theirlot with therebels. The officials
do their best to keep news from the people, and cause glowing descriptions
of victories to be published, but never a word of release. However, an
idea has gotten abroad that everything is not as reported ; they know that
their former governor is now the general in charge of the operations in
Cuba, and other officers have left for the war ; a number left by the Span-
ish mail while we were there,

The condition of these islands affords an illustratior of what Roman
Catholicism can do when left to itsclf, and also indicates what it will do if
it ever obtains the upper hand and power in our Protestant lands. The




