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Report of a Practieal Scottish
farmer «a the Canadian
Northwest,

The following is the concludiog portion of
the report made by Mr. Jobn Lee, of X linburgh,
to the Caradian High Commissioner, on his
tour of inquiry chrough Western Canada last
summer, the first part of which was published
in last month’s CoLoNIST: —

EXPERIENCE OF SRTTLERS,

I had mavy opportunitics of zonversing with
those who had been settled in the North West
for several years, and the almost universal re-
port was that they were very well pleased with
their, present condition and prospects. Ap-
pavently, every onc was thoroughly coavinced
that he had got the be t scetion in the district
—a fecling no doubt arising in part from the
natusal pride ef propriciorship, but also, in my
opiuion, showing the general cacelience of the
Jand a1t over the North West Territoiies. The
majority had goae there with little or po
means but had gradually been alle to parchase
stock and implements and are vow in comfo.t
alle circumstances. I coull Lut help contiast
ing the very hopcful view these men took of
their prospects with the 1atha gloomy view
the farmers i this country are furced (o tuke
of theirs, and wishing that not a few of the
laiter could be induced to cross the Atlantic
aud share the comfort and indepeudence of
those alrendy there.

THE CLIMATE,

As may readily he supposed, the climate
differs considerably over such a large area of
country. ‘The eatremus of heat and cold are
far greater than in Great Butain, but the dry
ness of the atimosphere makes the heat, and also
the cold, quite ¢odurable, with lhttle or no
discomfort. Occasicnally during the winter
wonths there are short periods of very cold
weather, but fertunately, these do not last
longer than a few days at a time. The winter
extends over fully four muaths or from about
the beginnivg of Deccember to the middle of
April.  Some districts ace Table ty carly froats,
which often cause considerable loss to those
whose crops have not been harvested. Early
sceding, however, is found to obviate this evil
to a great exteut, and all agree that the best
farmers sutfer but little from frosted grain, aad
that, when failare of crop oceurs, it is too fre-
quently duc to late sowing or some other pre-
ventable czuse. Cattle, and eapecially horses,
are wintered out in some disiricts of the North-

W est, although little doubt eaists as far as
cattle are concerned that when ° .y and shelter
can be provided it pays the settler to house
and feed his cattle, not only in the North-West,
but 'l over the Dominion of Canada. lHorses,
however, are wintered out in thousands
and do well, coming in from the winter.
ipg in splendid condition quite plump
and fat. Sheep also do well whenever they
have been tried—large tracts of land beinyg even
more suitable for this class of stock thaa for
either cattle or horses.  Sheep require to be
fed with hay f.r two or three months during
winter; but I was informed by a settler who
had a few that breediog ewes get to fat and
would not breed, which fact speaks volumes
for the feeding properties of the prairie grass.
EXPFRINENTAL FARMS,

The Minister of Agriculture has established
expurimental farms in five different centres of
the Dumision — viz , Ottawa (which is the cen-
tral experimental farm), Napaa, Braondon, In-
dian Head, and Agassiz. I had the pleasure of
visiting two of these experimental fnrms, in.
cluding the ene at Ottawa. 1 was accompanied
Ly the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, and
was introduced to the different managers of
the farm, who explained the various kinds of
wouth congected with their several dopartments.
I was greatly pleased with the general manage.
ment of the farm, and with the great care and
exactitude exercised ia connection with all the
experiments which are beiog carried out, and
which included almost every department of
agriculture and horticulture.

Great attention 1s being given to the best and
most uscful varicties of giain.  Very interest.
ing cxperiments in conpection with the dairy
are also being asied out, aad these ought to
be of imn.ense value to the dairy farmers in
Cauada. With such an abundant supply of
rich praitie grass, Canadians vught to be able
to compets ruccessfully with any other coun.
try in the world for the supply of dairy pro.
duce i the home market ; and jadgiog from
the beautiful samples of butter whidi I saw at
this caperimental farm and elsewhere in the
coursc of my travels, 1 have little doubt that
1 the course of a few ycars, this will be an
accomplished fact.

Sxperiinents too numerous o mention in this
rcport, but cquaby interestieg and in:truc.
tive, are being carried out iu the fitld and clse.
where, 21l of them, however, being singularly
well fitted to advance the science of agricu'
ture in the Dominion. 1 do not hesitate to
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say that, in establishing these farme, the Minis-
ter of Agricultare is greatly benefiting the Do-
micion of (anadas, and is at the same time set.
ting an example which might very wisely be
followed by the Minister of Agricultme for
Scotland.

FUTURE POSSIBILITIES OF THE NOKTII WEST.

Judging from the work accomplished during
the last decade, or sioce the country was open-
ed up by railnays, we can form some idea of
what is likely to be the rate of progress iv the
future.  And yet this record can scarcely be
taken as a standard by which to cstimate the
future, as everythiog in a new country is under-
taken by a comparatively small population.
Taking, however, the past ten years asa stand-
ard, we find that in the four western provinces
—viz., Manitoba, Assiniboiu, Alberta and Sas-
katchewan, the population has wncreased from
40,000 to 260,000 ; the number of bushels of
wheat grown from 720,000 o 55,000,000 ; the
sumber of cattls reared from 50,000 to 600,0C0.
I have no statistics to quide me as to the in-
crease of shecp, but I am within the mark
when I 5.y that within that time the stock has
increased frum o few seores to vver a millon.
If this rceord be merely maintained during the
present decade (atthough, in all probability, it
will be fou euipassed) s wili place Canada in a
position second to nane of the countries of the
world from which we will be able to draw oar
food supplies.

Indeed, I quite agree with those who hold
that Great Britain, with the rich fertile zoils of
Canada, is, or at least may be, independent of
any fureign country for her food supplies. I
bave bad an opportunity of visiting scveral of
our own Colonics, having travelled in Aus.
tralia, Tasmania and New Zealand, and also in
CaYifornia ; and although 1 would not by any
mcaps assert that Cavada is preferavle to any
of these cointrics, or that land in some of them
is not cqual to that of Canada, yet, after com-
paring the terms on which land suitable for
agriculture can be acyuired in these couatries
with those offered in Canada, I du not hesitate
to say that for men with a moderate amount of
capital, Canada is much superior.  Indeed, I
do not know of any country inthe world where
a poor man, if endowed with energy, good
health, and perseverance, can eooner be inde-
pendent than in the North Weat of the Do-
minion of Canada. Jonyx Lee.

The largest and longest stone bridge in the

world is over an arm of the China Sea, five
miles long, 300 arches, cach 70 ft. high.




