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us, one and another event supposed to be by
divine fiai, is now seen to be due to natural
causes, and the answers to prayer will, doubt:-
less, when better understood, prove to be na
exceptions to this rule. By prayer you -nierely
set in motion a symipathetic spiritual machinery
%vhich hias points of contact with matter, just as
thoughit lias îvithi brain tissue, and which is
found to be adequate to certain resuits, such as
suggesting thoughts, such as inspiring eniotion,
such as magnetizing and controlling the ner-
vous centres. That is my hypothesis.

219. But 1 amn not at ail afraid lest prayer
should cease, nor even lest a belief in direct
answers of the kind indicated above should (lie
out. To the end of time there wîll probably le
sufficient apparently unanswerable and obvi-
ously ungrante(l prayers to raise difficulties and
rouse scepticism. There will always bc abund-
ant failure to comply with righit conditions of
prayer; but there will alvays bc cnoughi abund-
ance of answers to prayer to niake a %vidcsprcad
infidelity on this subject impossible. If it
could ever bc overthrown, I thînk it wvould be
about this time; but 1 think that just now,3 aftcr
the fiercest of onslaughits, it is fartier than ever
from being overthrowvn.

22o. After whiat 1 have said, you wiIl find it
reasonable to pray for others. You %vill then
bring to bear upon themn spiritual agencies
wvhich they rnay have failed to bring ta bear
upon themselves. Rememnber, to such agencies
Space miay be as noughit. Continents înay
divide you, yet, likec an clcctric flash or the
passage of starlighit to earth, so mnay be the in-
fluence that speeds to themi, and the thoughit
and impulse frorn the spirit reahin that finds
access ta their brain. 0f course your friend,
yaur child, your husband, your wvîfe, is stilî fre
-is still open to resist the influence of the hea-
venly as of the earthly message, in that as in
the case of discase, one more mneans that mnight
have succcedcd bias failed ; but wvhat wvas to be
donc bias been donc, ail that could be done,
wvithout interfering, with the prerogative of
human free will, w'ithout tipsetting moral con-
ditions. Mother, yau may pray to save your
son; wife, you may pray to in back your hus-
band; child, you may pray for your parents ;
friends, you may pray for each other;-all tuiai
is restored ta you rationally by the doctrine of
intermediate agencies acting magnetically

through human nature. But you say, ' Is it not
an insult ta GocI ta believe that my brother %will
be saved by my prayer ?' Are the poor fed by
you ? are the sick hcaled by you ? arc the sor-
rowful comforted by you ? Would thecy go unfed,
uncoinforted, unhealed without you ? Would
God feed, heal, and comfort themn direct ? He
miighit, but as a rule He daes not. 1-e sets
you there ta do it, and if you will nat do it,
often it is nat donc. You knowv thiat this is sa.
\Vell, you leavc untricd a poverfuil miachincry
within reachi, out of mock humility. You ivill
not pray, and others are not influenccd that
ivay îvho might be influenccd that wav.

221. Once more, you may pray for success,
and thus open your brain to energies that in-
spire you ta ivin-to conupel-success. You
may pray for wvisdoin an(I discretion ; you may
pray, ta be broughlt to the righit people ; you may
pray to marry the riglit ivoman. Thiere is no-
thin g you miay not rationaîly pray for, if you
believe that by the act of prayer you are making

i it easy for wholesomne, divinely-appointed influ-
ences to reach you, ta co-aperate îvith you, ' to
undertakze for you.'

222. And you whio watch and yau wvho pray
will perceiv'e that your life is filled with coinci-
denccs. Thcy will be so piled anc upon the
othier, that you, cautiaus as you are, will flot
resist themn. And the more you use these powcrs,
bringing here as elsewhere, everything ta the
bar of commi-on sense and reasan, not allowing
yoursclf ta be led further than the occasion
warrants, the more you thus walk %vith Gad,
the r-norc'convinced will you be that you are the
centre of a circle of divine influences whiich will
sustain and bless yau indcfinitely, just in pro-
portion as you, by voluntary prayer and medi-
tation, place yoursclf within the sphcre of their
radiant energy.

223. Men of prayer, ivomen of prayer, do my
words strike homne ta you ? Do thcy interpret
ta you your'own experiences. Yau feit that you
wcre helpcd; you could flot think how God
could help yau, or answer you. You -feît in
sickncss a new ,revival; you werc at a loss ta
accaunt for it. Your doctors declare they had
nothing ta do îvith it. Yau spokce vaguely of
Gad, yet what were the means He employed ?
You could not tell, it was ail s0 strange. Yau
thoughit you îvould pray despcrately, hopelessly
for the rescue of anc dear ta you. Saine un-
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