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tance.  Inthose communities formed and
rapudly nuhiplying under most peenliar
circumstinces, and comprising great num-
bers of Presbyterions and Roman Catho-
hies, us well as maabas of the Chiurch of
Fugland, it 15 evident that the attempt to
scdeet any Church as thie excluaive objectof
public enduwinent, even it it were adeisae
ble in every other aespeet, would not lonyg
be tolerated.  To none of the numerous
Christians of those persuasions should op-
portunities be refused for warship and cdu-
cation on principles which they approve.

“ The peculiar tenets of any Church
ought to find no plee, as sucly, in these
general Schoals; but opportunities should
be afforded at stated periods, for the -
parting of instruction of this nuture to the
children of different persuasions by their
respective pastors Such is the plan of
Nautional Eduention which has recently
been adopted in Iveland, and as 1 have
reason to believe, with considerable suc-
cess, notwithstanding some reculiar obsta-
cles arising from circumstances, not likely,
as Ttrust, to exist inthe Australian Colo-
nics. This plan will require the formation
of a Bowrd of Education, composed of
members of different religious denomina-
tions. The Board will have to agrec on
such extracts from the authorized version
of the Seriptures, to be used in the Schools,
as they shall deemn best adapted for the in-
struction of youth. It will also be their
duty, by a vigilant superintendence, to se-
cure a strict adherence to the regulations
under which the Schools will have Leen
constituted.  Persuaded, as 1 am, that ed-
ucation, founded on the Scripturcs, is the
hest caleulated to produce those permancent
cficcts which must be the object of every
system of cducation, I should wish that
itmay be thought practicable to place the
whole of the New ‘Testament. at least, in
the hands of the children; but, at all
events, I hald it to he wost inportant that
the extracts in question should he of a co-
prons description. It is my intention to
send to you, for your information and as-
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sistance, various documents relatmg to the
systein of National Education in Ireland,
and also o report of the British and Fo-
reign School Society, which is conducted
on very liberal and comprehensive princi-
ples. 1 feel assured that Emay safily teave
to you and the egislative conncil the task
of framing, an these principles, such a
sysftm as may be most acceptable to the
great body of the inhabitants, and at the
same tme most conducive to the impos-
tant end in view.

“T have hitherto had in view those
Schools which are 10 be supported wholly
at the public expense, and 1 am of opinion
that Schools so supported, ought to be in-
variably of the general natuse just ad-
verted to.  But the system of public edu-
cation would, I think, be incomplete, if it
did not leave anapening for the admission,
on certain terms, of private contributions
inaid of the public.  There may be per-
sons, and even classes of persons, who
may entertain such objections 10 the gene-
ral plan, as must practically exclude them
from a participation in its benefits, and
who may yet be nnuble to supply a proper
cducation for their children from their own
funds exclusively. It would be hard that
any large class of Iis Majesty's subjects
should be debarred from the advantage off
cducation on principles which they consci-
entiously approve  1submit it to you and
your council as a just object for your con-
sideration, whether, in such cases, some
pecuniary assistance might not be afforded
from the public funds in aid of contribu-
tions from parties dissatisfied with the
more comprehiensive system.  The terms
and conditions on which such assistance
may be tendered, I leave to the deliberate
judgment of yourself and your council,
persuaded that you will arrange a system
which, excluding no Iarge class of consci-
entious religionists from its benefits, shall
be. in a truc sense, national.™




