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THE TRICENTENARY OF THE REFORMATION 1IN
SCOTLAND.*

When the close of the year 1560 is mentioned as the suitable
commemorative era of the Reformation in Scotland, we are not to
infer its commencement at that period. The blessed work had by
that time gained a high ascendancy ; and the reformed Church was
now fully and conclusively organized. There are properly four
periods or eras which precede and pave the way for the climax of
1560. There is ihe time of the ante-reformers, or of the reformers
prior {o the reformation, and reaching back to these centuries when
the Culdees of Jona diffused a comparatively pure theology over
much of Britain and Ireland, and when a heavenly light shone from
the College of an obscure islet of the West, while the rest of Burope
was wrapt in darkness. The traces of the lnbours of the Culdees
and their deseendants may be seen in the west of Scotland down to
2 period not very far removed from that of Joln Wicklifie and his
followers, the Lollads of Kyle; and we find not a few fuithful
witnesses in the counties of Kife and of Perth, headed by such men
as Resby and Craw, and the thirty noble confessors of that age,
whose names though passed over by human records, are envolled in
the avcestry of heaven. And then, there is the era of Patrick
Hamilton, abbot of Ferne, and the proto-martyr of the rciormed
faith in Scotland ; during the lapse of whose yewrs also, though few,
the translated New Testament of William Tyndal had been imported
by merchants and seafaring men into many Towns and Villages of
the Kingdom; thus diffusing a genial influenee, and co-operating
with the living voice in proclaiming the unsearchable riches of’ Christ.
The names of Alesius, and of Seyton, and of Forrest, stand forth
conspicuous in this period also ; and in 1543 a noble victory is gained
in the lighest places of legislative and executive power, on behalt of
the free circulation and use of the inspired oracles.  The next period,
that of George Wishart and his adherents, from 1542 to 1554,
presents to us a man of high abilities, and of Cambridge renown,
travelling as a missionary from place to place, and sometimes in the
more rural distriets of Ayrshirc.and at othertimes in the season of a
raging pestilence, from the baleony of the still massy gateway in the
town ot Dundee, directing listening multitudes Lo the city of refuge.
The disgracctul apostasy of the Regent Arran from the reformed
faith, and the violent persecution which followed this sad step,
checked the progress of truth, but the boldness of Wishart grew
with opposition, and his ministry of three years told most success-
fully on a large and extended scale.  Mis death by marty rdom sealed

® Tie Rev, De Buris, Professor in Kuox Collepe, delivered an adinimble speech on this
sithject, at A seiree hedd in Goulg Street U, P, Churely, Torauto, on the eveutuz of Tuursday,
2oth Decemter Jast; and hay, at our request, wost oblizingly prepared this antline of it for
the Hugasine, Ahnestall our conzregations, we proume, have of late heen listening to

eadieses on the Reformation : but uiles we are wuch wistaken all our remders wilt feel
grateiul for this article—£v.




