
TRI-CENTENARY 0F TUE REFORINATION.

THIE TRICENTENFA1Y 0F THE 1'EF0RMKLA'lo.\ 11\
SCOTLAND.*

XVhen the close of the year 1560 is nientionedl as the suitable
coînîneinor:jtive era of the Reformation iii Scothmid, Nwu IrL' not to,
inUer its comnmenîcement at that period. The blessed wvork had by
th:ît tinie gained a highi ascendaicy ; -nid the reflorîncd Church %vas
:uow f'ully and. coielusively org:înized. There aîre properly flour
periods or eras wvhich precede aud pave the vway for the elliimax of'
1560. There is the titue of the anite-rqfor'ners, or of the rel«iî'îers
,prior Io the reflorination, -ind reaehing back to those centuries %vien
the Culdees of loua, diflXîsed a, eouparatively pure thQçologýv over
niucli of I3ritain and anui,:d wlhwî a neav1eîlv lighlt 4zlq)lt. frorn
the College of an obscure islet of the West, while the rest of* Europe
-vas '«rapt iii darkness. The traces of the labours 0i the C11ldees
and their descendants înay be seen lin the '«est of ScotJ;înd dowîî to,
P. pcriod not very far rnoved froîn tliat of John M*Wckhlllè and( bis
folloNers, the Lollads of ICvle ; and %ve lind liot a lèw 1'itiful
-%itpesscs in thie rounties or ifè and or Perth, headed by ucîmnen
as Resbv aînd Craw, and the t:hirty noble conflessors of' th;ît acre,
whlose -naines thloughi passed over by hu1111-3u records, are eîirolled in
the ancestry of leaven. .And then, there is the rar oU Patrick
1-lamilton, abbot of Ferne, and the proto-mnartyr oU the rcfor'ned
faitlî iii ýcotla11d ; duringT the lapse oU wh;Io-se ye-ars aise, thougli tew,
the transated ewTtuîent of Wiliî lydlhcibe 1nported
1y inerchaîits anxd .seal'i«lll ]]ca Iito man1îy Towns mnd V'illages of
thie R,,iiigdoii; thus dIifiîsiiîîg a genial influence, and co-Ojîcrtlngr

'ththe living voice in proclaiîning the uîiseaî'chable riches or Christ.
The naines of Alesius, and of Scyvton, and of ]?orrest, taii.d Jforth
Ctolspicuols in this period also ; and iii 15-43 a noble victory is gaiined
in the big-hest pae of legisiative and executive powver, oix behiaif of
the frc circulation ald use of the inyi1 ired oracles. The incxt pe'iod,
that of George \Vishart and his adliereîîts, froin 1.542 to 1554,
presents to u s a man of highi abilitiesý, and of Cambridge renown,
travellinîg as a miiss-ionarvý froin place to place, and soilnetilmes iii the
more rural districts of vsicaî at othcrLiînes lu the :eason of a

' ,îi pestilence, froîn the balcony of the stili mnas.; gateway iii the
towu ot' Dundee, directing listening miultitudecs to the CiLy of' refuge.
The disgraceIùl aîpostisy of the Regent Arran froni the reflornied
faith), asud thîe violent *perszeutioni which followecl this qad btep,
clieckcd the p)rogress or tî'uth, but the boldness of WislIa:îrtrew
iwithl opposition, and bis înizîistryv of threc v'ears told nmost sulccss-
faîll on a large and extended scale. 1-is dle.t wmît ruu ae

Thev rev. 1)r. 1îa,,n, l'roc)rbnr ini MinX Cfolligi. <k1-ivcrcdl -.11 adm1irable speriaci this
uiji.atn a eirce bldIg iii Cicaulid $i1reet U. 11, Clmurc'lî. Teo-t,q)t, min the~ evutz (ifmmrcîy

).ii, , i %,1r l; auli , nt cuir rc-qtiest, i,,st 1-rIui i -t reîî.r.' this o'tsit1ùc of IL for
tihe *l.qof, .lus Iur eoltLregntiuîs, me lirt->tiiie. hîave <f lai: bhi-e isL'îsiîi;z Io
vîuises.<5 vus Iiornîtc but Nmulesw arc nsuciî inlibtaken ail Our remer vill feel

Fm. luisi for liaiee-.


