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THE VOICE OF THE EVENING-STAR.

Wnar saith thy silvery voico, sweet Evening Star,
Wlaspening an,” sc comfort to my heart ¢
On thy calm lustro gazing from nfar,

¥ hear thos speak with love's divinest art,

TWhat saith that whisper ? breathee it not of ho;)e,
Qur ono bnght star {n tnis our night of gloom

A cheering ray, nerving us stillto copo

AVith present griefs, and fear of ills o come ?

Then by tho listening ear thy voico is licahd,

Sweet Starof Hopo § bidding its faint not over,
Bidding os wait His timo, and trust His word,—
YWho rules the clouds, whoso promisé failéth nover.

Speaks {tnot too of lovo? Oh who can tell,
Tho brightness o on in griel serend and pure,
Throwing around tho commoncst zhm{'is & spell,

“When two fond * hearts are of cach otlier surn ¥*”

“This star gleams brightly in tho dt}ylgtﬁnigb,t,
‘Picreing tﬁo passing clouds that enviously

Flit o'cr its fnce, and fain would hido fts fight.
Lovo's. beams In sorrow shino.most xyliantly,

Thy voico speaks yes agan, sweet Stgr of Evenl
In holier, dceper tones it_scems to say,

Yook not to carth, but lift thine eyﬂio heaven,
To those who upwand #aze I" point tha way.

PEPIREY o S ‘a
iFix not thy thoughis- . qu:{\s‘,pt:bmlvc,‘ .
And hopes of carth, how dear 36¢’er they bo®
i.y0k rather to thy Saviour’s faconbpre,
deo liow it beamg in tenderest love on theo.

Think of tho glerious hopes thy heart may chensh,
Yrospects of bliss Leyond all carthly joy
Oh ! ratker let thy fondeat visionis perish
Than-miss thoso pleasares which alono ne'er cloy.

-

Sueh aro thy lessons, lovely, radisnt star §
Thess thy angelic whispers to my ke

Bright earth’s affections pure, but brighter far,
Thosc robler of whick thou the emblem art

Religfous igtilary,
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THE PUPARATES RAILWAY.

Tar concession by the OttomeniPorte to an Eng:
lsh Company of the right to form a rilway from a
pint upon the Syrian coast of tho Mediterranean
20 a terminus upen the sea which washes Indis, is
ono of thoswo pregoant facts tha greataess of which it
is difficuls ot first sight to cstimato proporly.  Vika-
od cren merely as indicativo of the vast change
which Ostomen policy bas uadergogo through tho
events of the late was—as guazing (so to speak)
tho incrcased weight of Briick iuflucnco o tho
counals of the Sulian, and implying the icaogura-
tion of o new cra, waea the svivace and skill in the
West will find a fresh field for 13 exeseiso aa tho de-
velopement of tho resvurees of the Fast, 2 posges-
ses o deep sgnificance, whether o ook tpon it
with tho keen cyo of the capitaiist, or wid the
calmer gazo of tho political plulosophoz.  Hitherto

fear and jealonsy kave kept watcha: the portals of ;

tho Divas, and all ofers of the kindun the part of
Christian Powers havo beea received with a guarded
reerse—not to say suspicion—wbich bas operated
23 1 groat check 2ad restraint apon those who woald
bavo been inchocd to mako tkem, acd bas causzd

tho enterprises themselves, whea adopiod, to move
slowly, or oven, in semo instancss, after ashort
time to cease to movo at all.  Tho various shipcanals
projected by Earopean ongiocars since tho geaz 1847, »
far connectng the Red Sca with-the Mediterronean, -
which have been professedis. enconruged by differeat
Pechzs of Egypt, remain {o this day mefo paper
fRojeets, no atep hawing beea teken to cartg them
opt. Even the short miiwdy from Alesandfiato
Snez, tho schomo of which was adopted in 1848, is
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pean Powers has always, up to the present timo,
interferad with tho progrosa of such worke, hasdwar-
fed their proportiohs, retarded their oxecution, and
rendereld them productive of but little chango.

It scems now that tho poliey of suspicion and re-
pression is to Lo laid aside. Tho gigantic sckeme
which the Government of the Sultan hus approved,
involving as it does the influx into his torcitories of
an army of British labourers, and the dispensing
by British capitalists of erormous sums among his
subjeety, cannot have n?pcamd to tho Divan as ony
thing short of a completo reversal of its pravious
system. The Western Powers (it scems to havo
been felt) can no longer bo snubbed or brow-beat ;
their aid is escential,to Turkey, and accordingly thoy
must bo won over and conciliated by humouring
thom in thicic ** particulne vanities.”  The concession
of tho Euphrates Railsay is tho prico paid to En-
glind for her assistance during tho Russian War.

that it is chicfly for English interests, but hoping to
gain from it somo slight present advantages to her-
self. Neither patty, perbaps, sces, or 0 much as
cares to sco,. thoso ultcrivr consequencds which wiil
undoubtedly flow fir .. its. constryction—cunsequen-
ces to tho nations threugh whose lands it will pass,
and to the futurr, of the Orieatal world. generally—
which attract .ho ajtention of thoughtful mind fac
woro than the immediatp questions of pecaniary loss
or gain, which in India and elsowhere eem to occu.
py-hen’s thoughts, to tho exclusion of less material
considerations. It matters litile whéther the pro
Jected line succeeds or fails—pays a high or low
rate of interest—as an investment, It matters
much to England, and more to the ssustries them-
stlves, whother English influcooo is, or is aot, tho-
rooghly cstablished in the regions between the Me.
?ﬁtcrrfs‘eg:bnng Indis, before tlﬁ:t finn] breal-up of
-tho ish Bmpito, comes. whickangot be lon
delayed, and for g‘lﬂ'oihftho owérg‘ aropo onghgt
ono and all to be preparing. _
Thera can bo no coubt that tho routs of tho Eu-
pbrates and tho Persian Gulf is the natursl lino of
communication between the Mediterranean and India.
Tho courso which the traffic fiow follows, by the
Red Sea and round Arabia, isat least a thousand
miles longer than tho Euphrates lino ; if wo traco
the former on the map, we shall find that it makes
two sides of a right angled triangle, whereof tho
projected routo would very nearly constitute the base.
The new ronte, moreover, by substitating a thousand
miles of railwly for athousand miles of sea, would
effees a further saving of time, since steam onJand
will always beat steam on the other element. Faur-
ther, wo may fairly look forward to the time when
an cxtension of the JZuphrates Railway may become
feasible, and the iron band may run aleng the whole
coast of the Persian Guif and lndisn Qcean, till it
reaches the Delta of the Judus. A low tract along
the cotire extent of this coast, between the moun-
tiina 2ud tho sea, appears to invite the cngincer,
who would find scarccly a difSculty to oversomo,
cxeep! that of thz frequent fiumeras or watercourses
dry in sammer but in wintor liatle to overflow sud-
donly with forrible Soods. Jndeed. the wholo lino
from Seleucia in the Meditorrancan, its western
torminus, {v Kastaches in Sied, is wonderfuliy free
from engineoring obstacles, the gap in tho Syrion
mountain rangs near Aleppo allowing of 3 transit
from the Meditegrancan to tho Euplrates valley,
withoat passing over an clevation of above 2,100
Teet, and tho wiolo country frem thal.pecnt being
almest aithoet a hill.  Selcucis, teo, is that rarg
pheaomenon on ho Syrian coast, 2 very telerallo
inco {or & harhsor, the shors is shelving, and tho
tom guod for pilo driving, £0 that oo sxcellent
post can, withont dificulty bo constrneted. Whe-
ther the railway will prove a paging spesclition wo
do aob andertake fo g2y, btitwill have, with casy
lovels, a good soil, good ports at sither end, cheap
sbaar, atd land givea by tho Sultsd. These, 83

tho grarzateoof & 6 per-cent. disidend, woich the
Ouoman Gorernment offcrs to:tho sbargholdess.
But whatover may bo-thought of the material in.

 terests: conmected with iho Jm?‘. in ‘question, it
canuot bo donbted that its succelsful execulion will

sl incomplete; one scetlon only. boing opso, that

be aitendod with immense results a4 rogards tho

from Alesandria 8o Cairo. Jealousy of thoEaro- o iofluence of Eogland apon the countries thongh

Eagland demonds it—tho Porte yields it. knowing |

&b 09 thoy go, aro 2 bolter security, perbape, than-

wuich tho railway will bavo to pass.  Already Ean-
glisanon have a prestige in thoso parts which belongs
to no other people. Tho Arabs rospect un’ fear
them—tho sesttered Cliristians views them as pro-
tectors—cvon tho Kurds centertain for them a cor-
tain regard. What will Lo the effect on their minds
of that great display of material power, that cnor-
moug show of wealth, which the establishment and
uso of a railway, created by Englishmen for Jinglish
purposes, and gerving as the principal means of
communication between Eoglund and India, must
involve as a necessity ?  Ronds bave over been thoy
piongers of civilizatior 1t scems to bo the destiny
of England to civilizo—mzr we not hopo to Chris-
tianise ~-Suvuthern Asin. The, day which sees the
first train of Anglo-Indians pass from the mouth of
the Qrontes to tha of th. Shat-ol-Arab will bo a
memorable one in our Oriental anmals. Asasign
of our power which Xasterns will know how to csti-
mate, as a meaos of augmenting that power, and of
incteasing our uscfulness, we shall bail with satis-
faction the opening of the Evpirates J .0, which
we trust all our readers may livo to see.  Meantimo
wo heartily wish success to au undertuking from
which wo cxpect 0 much, and alich will at Jeast
open up to the ordinary tourist a country sccond to
nono in interest—the country of dunnachetib and
Nebuchadnezzar—of Abraham  and Danigl—of +he:
Call and of the Cuptivity. —Zonivn Guardicn.
AN IS ANA AN NGNS SIS

On Wednesday « deputation from tie Aborigines
Protection Society bad ar interview with the Bithop
of Rupert’s Land, at the Wimpole Hotel, Wimpole
strect, for the purpose of presenting an address -of
congra.alation on his return, and of consulling.on
rocusures to provent the extiactivn of the Nurth Ame-
rican Indinns in the Hadson's Bay Company’s terrie
tories, wherethe nrdves were rapidly decaying sem
+ Dr, Hodgkin, onbobalf of tho societs, urged thad
du:i; shouldybe placed ander the government of.Ca-
nada, . .

Tho Bishop remarked that the Red Indian colo-
nists, and otbers, sottless in bis diveese, wese very
anzious not to fall into tho hands of the Thited
States. Ho belioved that to be the univerzal desire
of tho inhabitants of tho Red River Settlemeat.—
Thoy wero very anxious to keep aut the vices wkich
provailed on the other side of tho border, and to
preservo the present bigh tone of morality, and tho
primitive simplicity-of the settlement. Bis Jordship
then stated that there wero American troops on the
border ; a garrisgn being now stationed at Pemlina,
a distance of 60 miles from the Red River seutle-
ment. - They bave given notice to the Government
of Red River not to hunt on their side of the boraer,
and a similac notice bas been given &5 them nit to
hunt on our side.

Dy. Hodgkin remarked that this skuwed the ae«
cessity of having the biundary line absolutels
determined, and such a suggestion they bad made
to Mz, Labouchere.

Tho Bishop then said that the feeling at the Red
River ecttleinent was in favor of a connection with
Canada rather than with tho Unifed States. He
then proceeded to thank the society for tho address
they had presented to him, and to state that there
w2s no man breatbing moro faterested in the welfaro
of tho-Indians than Limself. He had dwelt bappily
topg-them for a period of seven years, and hoped
in tho couro of next summer {o retuin to tho sccns
of bis Jabors. Io the meanwhile, the Hudson’s Bay
Compang had informed him that they would take
into consideration any memorial which he might

.transmit to thom, aud he was joit now drawing up
somg facte with reference to the opening up of *he
navigation of the York River, the introduction of a
§ystom of tauking,and tho traffic in spirits in differ-
ent distriots of the country.

Tu answer fo questions, put by membors of the
deputztion, his Jordship steted thist tke pepalation of

“Dis dioceso was comparativoly small, but was seat-
terod over a torritory of vast.extont.  After baving

«travelled -two thousand miles, he had scarecly over
‘taken a third of the diccase, Uo bolieved that the
patives would not disappear fram tho face of the
-earth, if they could bs settled and Christianited. 1o

fotind that the natives on the Vanceaver's Gie were
inclined to sgricultural purevits, and to settle.in. vil,

..hgcas.l Of coum, t\o emmc“ﬁem !‘O g}o'mmel.tc fa;\m-
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