
240 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

xnanifcsted such a depl intercat in the
cause of oducation. No ono who listoned
tis oenjng, to the story of tlie ivork of
those devotud mlon, McCuUlochi, Ross,
aînd tic others who labourcd with theux,

can fxM o reco<.i7c lîow much our Prov-
ince owcs to tiiSo n1101 whio Struggewvit1 ahîîost insuperable difficulties ton givo
young mona the bexiofits of a liboral educa-
tion." Wlîilc these fathers of the U. P.
Clurchi werc striving to establisli an insti-
tution at WVest River," the Frcc Ohurehi
Synod was putting forth oxtraordiziary
efforts to, provido instructioni for tic young
meni of thcir church. At the vcry first
isicetiî'g after the disruption, wc find the
Itev. John Stewart of Newv Glasgow intro-
ducing a ovcrture proposiflg to csùîblisl
a Collcgo for tic training of a, native min-
isitry. Tho churcli at tîxat tinie wvas miade
up of tlîirtecîî wealz strugglin- c(ingrecga-
tbons, inany uf thein scarcely able to ain
tain ordiuances among thexuselves. But
thc larvest wvas great and thc iriborers few,
and the prospects of obtaining niore ini-
isters froin k Seotland waaso5 poor tîxat it
%vas feit to bu a question of life and deatti.
Either tlîey mxust provide a home tinîined
mnistry, or they must abanîdoni many pro-
ising fields and give up ail liope of pro-

grcss as a denominjation. It w.as a trying
tii, but tho mcei %vorc cquad to the difi-
culties of the Situation. Wibli perfect
unanhînity they resulved to, cstablisli a
Collego. To the untiring cniergy and un-
llaging zeail of one maxi, the Rcv. John
Stewart, the, succcss of the soheme wvas
largcly due. Re visited cvery comîgr ga-
iton iii the Synod, and 80 successful wcre
his efforts tlîat iii tie course of a, feiw years
College buildings wore purchased and paîd
for aîîd an cndowmoant of $26,000 secured.
A siliali portion of tluis, it la truc, %vas

z isc. i Sicoliland, w!coX.Stewart liai.
go:ie to I)lead t1ie_ cause Of. the Collbgc, but
tho greater patt of it was raised by the
pouxîds and shillings, wvhicli represented
real seif-denial on the part of mnisters
nnd people. In 184 twvo Professors ar-
rived froni Scotlaxid, Professor McKcneizie,
who died a short timîe after lus arrivi,
and Professor Kin-, wlîo labored witli
great faitlîfulmîcss and success for more
tîxan twcnty ycars. In 1852 the old St.
Johnx's Churc in a orriil street wau pur-
ohaBedaiid .alterct-d to, suit thie purposes of
a College. ilero ii a short tinie a 'i edu-
cational institution, consisting of a Collage
with thiree Professors, King, Lyall, and

McKniglit; an Acadcmy witî t-lircc tcach-
ors, Munro, Fowler, and McKay, and a
COmmlioIi aciool ivitm two teaohers, mwas iii
operation. In 1852 tiiere were 22 studentts
in the College, amîd 38 iii the Acadeîy.
Froîn that time tillt uicniion ia 1860 it
comtinued to do admirable work, aîîd uvas
able to report thiat .it lmad paid for its
buildings and apparatus, sccurcd ami ei-
dowmîîeît of $26,000, trainecd for the
clîurclî tlîirty monem, besides providing a
liberal education for a large number of
yo)uzmg mcon ini business azmd the othier pro-
fessions.

Lookiîg at it la one way, it was a sinal
affliir; but looking at it as the effort of a
muore Iîamdf ut of po<>r people we have mio
hiesitation iii sayizg thxat the Pz'ovizîco has
sen niutlîiiglikeitsixîce. Writhî the samieo
spirit of earmîestness an)d liberality for
highuer educatioxi thls Province nîiglit es-
tablislî a, University oqual Wo aniythinig on
the conîtinîent, Hic strong anîd ivealtlîy
chiurclî of thie MUaritime Provinces umiglît
pîlace its Thicological Hall in a position
second +.o noue. I confcss it 18 somcewlîat
(lislieartmuing to lîcar somue of the sonsof
mecn, ivlio.'iti the povcrty of thc tixncs and
thpî weakncess of the Churcli, faced the
question of cstablishiing amud equipping twvo
Colleges, and did it succcssfully, soine-
timnes talkincg of closing our Thîcological
Hall to save Liie smiall suni tut is required
fromw the clîurclî's abundamîce, to enable it
to do its work succcssfully. Our fathers
feit tduat a Thieologicail'Iall was absolutely
essentiat to tic progrcss and prospcrity of
the cihurcli. Experience lias provcd their
wisdom. I kîîow there, are thuose wlîo
laugli at our sinail Halls. Even at pre-
Senît, tlîcy Say, we have onl1Y six or seven
students to ecdi professor. In this con-
xmctiozî iL i ixîtcrcsting to notice, thait the
large in~stitution~s of the United States,

etoicand Pruitcstaîît,îa-vc h>arcly sevemi.
It would be a dark day for tixe churcli of
the Maritime Provinces if its Theological
HFall slîould be closed. It is one tf thé
inost powcrful agexîcies wc can employ for
advamîcing the iatercsts of our clîurch.
The student ivlio allows hîlmacîf to bu.
drawni away by Uic -gratuity cf anotlîcr
ciuorcli, amîd thezi sceks tio justify himuself
by disparaging our own Hall, docs more
injury to the real intercsts of our chîurch.
than ycars cf faitliful labour cain atone for,
whiile every student and evcry iuemiber of
our church ivhîo cati do anything to
strengthen the lîands of ic mn who
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