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THE CHILDREN’S PRESBYTERIAN

——

might she look at in
inmany, mrml)' places the verses bad pen-
cilinarks neatly diawn under many lines;
and with & bright face Mary told how
that was her papa's Bible,how he used to
carry it when he went to visit hus parish-
ioners, and how his kand had marked the
lines.

No more reserve nou between Mary and
her friend. Her father's Bible had cansed
her to speak of Jesus, and many, wany
l)u'p;-y seasons have been spent with the
Word of God. Mary lies on her little bed
very near home now. She can speak with

-joy of soon being with Jesus and her dear
father above,

+ Will som> kind ones who visit the
sxf:k tiy whether, by God’s blessing, the
Bible will not prove a key to some heart
they fancy locked 7 A few verses gently
reud, with a silent prayer for teaching,
and who can tell what closed door they
may not unfasten 7

—

SPECTACLES OVER THE
MOUTH.

Au elderly gentleman accustomed to
““indulge,” entered the room of n certain
inn, wheresat a grave Frien | by the fire.
Lifting a pair of green spectacles npon
his forchead, rubbing his " inflamed cyes
and calling for hot braudy and water, he
‘complained to the Friend that *his cyes
were gebting weaker and weaker, and the
spectacles did not seem to do him any
goed.”  “‘T'll tell the friend,” replied tho
'‘Quaker, “‘what I think : if thee were to
wear thy spactacles over thy mouth for a
fe\v.m?'nthn, thy oyes would soon get well
-again,

DOING SCHETHING.

“I sce in this world,”—says Rev. John
Newton, “two heaps—one of human
happiness and one of misrey.  Now, if I
can take out the smallest bit from the
second and add it do the first, I carry o
point. If as I go home, a child has dropp-
ed a half-penny, and if, by giving it an-
‘other, I can wipe away its tears, I feel
that I have done something. I should be
glad, indeed to do great things, but I
will not neglect such little ones as this,”
These little things are what we all can
«do. Are you daily trying to do them?

DANGER CLIFF.

There was onco a geutleman, it was

|
|

3 and she found that 1 said, who was wealthy. He had a large

fanuly of beautiful children ; and ho lov-
ed his wife, and sonz, and danghters very
dearly ; and daily he would have his
coachman take them out to ride,

Away the, would go through country
and city. and forest and park. But near
onec of the pleasant drives there was a
deep chasm, and jts sides were rocky and
steep, so that to go too ncar it would be
almost certain death.

But the coachman would ofteu see how
very close he counld drive to the adge of
the abyss without dashivg hiy precious
loadl to destruction. This he continued
to do day after day, though he did not
mean any harm. He only wanted to
show how near he could cume to danger
and yet escape. But one day he came
just a little near, when in an instant he
becams dizzy as he looked down into the
dark chasm, and whirled from his high
seat and was gone. .

But horses, coach and family all escap*
cd, and came safely home.

Then another coachman must be found 3
and the gentleman sent word all about,
and advertized for a good, safe, skillful
man. And many came, and he questioned
eacl: Ly himself, in order to get the right
one.

“How near can you drive to Danger
Cliff’-—as that chasm was called—*‘with
out driving over ?” asked the gentleman
of the first who came.

“‘Ah, your honor, it's not every coach-
mar’ § 22t can do the likes o’ me.”  Sure,
I'vé . iven as near as your finger,s bridth
minuy's the time,“an’ ‘twas all the sim as
though ‘twas a mile or more. I've niver
hurt a hair o’ the hide,”

““‘You may pass oub,” was the answer.
“I do not wish your services.

Then came another, and he was asked
the same question about driving near the
chasm. And hesaid he ¢ould come with-
in six inches, but feared to go nearver.

“I do not wish you,” was said, and he
passed ouf, wondering how uear the gen-
tleman wanted his coachman to drive to
this place of danger.

- So they came and went till one answer-
ed :

“Sir, I think I ‘could drive very near,
even to the edge if necessary ; but I al-
ways meke it a point to keep as far away
as I can.”

“‘And you arve the very man I wish,
air. Keep far away from that and all
other dangers as you drive the ¢oach a-
bout the country. Remember, my fam-
ily is in your keeping, and for theirsakes
as well as your own, do not tako one visk
unless you must.”



