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THE COMMERCIAL

Spurions Coffes.

The steady advance in the values of green
coffec and the strong statistical position of that
important adjunct to the breakfast and dinner
table has naturally had a material effect on the
prico of the roasted article, lifting it in some
instances heyond the limit which a certain class
of grocers were prepared to pay. Owing to
that moral obliquity which prompts some manu-
facturera to resort at once to - ohistication in
order to meet the requircments of their custo-
mers, without any regard to the rights of the
ultimate consumer, it was naturally expected
that an adulterated article which could be sold
profitably, would soon make its appearance,
and this expectation has been realized with
uncomfortable promptitude, -

Of course these mixtures have naturally ap-
peared first in New York where some ‘roasters’
arc alveady actively engaged in preparing them
and pushing them on the market, but it can
only be a question of a short time before they
will make their appearance in this country also,
and frem their superior cheapness will dssured-
ly command considerable custom. From our
New York exchanges we learn that. samples of
the coffec mixtures are now openly exposed in
many of the salesrooms of the wholesale grocery
houses in that city, but that it nost instances
from o lingering sense of commerciai decency,
they are “withheld from view unless asked for
by the intending purchaser. ‘The mixtures can-
not be “considered novel ones and are not in-
jurious to health in any way. They consist of
Canadian peas, rye, chicory, burnt ship biscuit,
and a small portion of genuine coffce thrown in
to give it o flavor of the genuine berry. Inone
or, two extrenic cuses ground tobacco stems are
added to give it strength. The quantity of
actual coffee in the composition varies in pro-
portion to the price of the article, which ranges
from a nine cent mixture which could only be
considered a coffee by a vigorous stretch of the
imagination; to twenty cents for a mixture
which would pass with not too critical consum-
ers for tho real thing, The actual quantity of
coffee present is estimated at from 20 to 10 per
cent., the remaining 60 to 80 per cent. consist-
ing of the before mentioned adulterants.

The most discouraging feature of this adulter-
ation is the perfect openness with which it is
announced and sold. The wholesaler does not
attempt to disguise the nature of the compound
he sells to his retail customer but openly an-
nounces it' as a& mixture of coffee with other
substances, 1ot of an injurious nature, bug
which certmnly are not used by the ultimate
consumer from choice. The whole deception
lies with the retailer, who can hardly Le ex-
pected to inform his customers that the com-
position he is sclling them as ground coffee 18
really composed of other substances capable of
giving a black liguid after carbonization. It is
useless to point out to the customer that these
mixtures are sold at a price which, at the pre-
sent rates ruling for green coffee, must point
out to the consumer that they cannot be genu-
inc. The average consumer knows nothing
of wholesale prices, he buys ther ixture because
it is given him for coffec by his grocer, and
consequently the salo of it is a fraud upon the

he could not sell genuine coffee at that price
and that the article he was selling was a com.
pound of hetevogeneous urticles flavored with o
little coffee, tho case would be entirely ditferent.
‘The buyer would then purchase at his own risk
and tho doctrine careat emptor would apply.
The fraud lies in-the fact that th article is sold
as coffee and purchased upon the strength of its
being coffee, and thevefore no arguments, how-
cver specious, can twist it into a legitimate
transaction. --Canadian Journal of Commerce.

Grain aod Milling News.

Fraser & Co, millers, Edmonton, Alberta,
have received a contruct for 821 sacks of fluar
from the Indian department.

There is some prospect of work being com.
menced on the proposed conversion of the grist
mill at Balmoral, Man , to the roller process.

The London correspondent of the Northicest-
ern Miller writes: *“The acreage sown this
year in the United Kingdom is reported to be
slightly increased, and there are probably

2,500,000 acres wunder wheat, against
2,330,000 last year.  Present indications

point to an average yield of 28 bus per acre,
ugainst 26 9 hus last -year, in which case the
total product will be 70,600,000 bus, against
63,344,000 bus last year and 79,810,000 bus in
1885.”

Our article upon Manitoba flour last week
created considerable comment amongst the
trade, and the statement that there is a grow-
ing prefergnce given to Manitoba brands in this
market over Ontazio and American flour, seems
to Le generally recognized as correct ; and from
Western advices we now learn that Manitoba

flour is being sent direct from the Winnipeg,

mills into the heart of the milling districts of
Ontario and competing successfully with local
millers there. Tt does seem that the latter are
placed at too great a disadvantage in not being
allowed the benefit of grinding Manitoba wheat
in transit, and shipping it ut the through rate
from the point of production to Montreal, It
cannot be disputed that Manitoba flour can be
laid down in this market at cheaper prices than
cither Ontario patents or Miunnesota strongs,
and it is claimed by dealers here that Ontario
millers should have equal privileges with those
of Mamtoba, mn being allowed to buy the wheat
in the Northwest and grind it in transit on the
through route from points of production to this
city.—Montreal Trade Bulletin.

A. L. Caseroy, flour and feed dealer, Medi-
cine Hat, Assa., will move to Calgary, where
ke will enter husiness,

N. D. MDosary, plumber, Winvipeg, has
received the contracts for fitting the new C.P.R.
hutel at Banff, Alberta. The contiact will
amount to $18,000.

‘Tue Calgary council recently purchased land
for stock-yard purposes which they offered to
lease the C.P.R. at a nominal figure. The com-
pany now claums that 1t was expected the lands
would bedeeded outiight to the C.P.R.,but this
the council refuses to do, and threatens to use
the lands for other purposes. Calgary had
better hold on to its lands. They may come in

public. Were the grocer to say distinctly that l very useful-in the future.

N YOU ARE GOING

ro . ANYPOINT
EAST or SOUTH
TARE THE
St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway
The shortest, Leat and most desirablo routo
10 ALL POINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES.
If you want to suve time and money purchase

your tickets from starting point through to
destination via tho

ST, PAUL, MINNEAPULIS & MANITUOBA
B RAILWAY.
For full information, wmaps, ete., apply to
G. H. MeMICKEN, Agent,
WINNIPEG,
C. H. Warnex, Gen, Vuss. Ayt,

W. 8. Anexasper, Traflic Mgr.
A. Maxver, Gen. Manger.

W

MINNEAPOLIS,
ST. PAUL

J ST. PAUL.

CHICAGO
MILWAUKE
& &T. PAUL RY

Is the Fast.Mail Short Line from St Panl.and
Minneapolis vin La Crosse and Milwankee to
Chicngo and all points in the Eastern States
and Conada. It is the only line under one
management between St. Paul and Chicago,
and is the Finest Equipped Railway in 51(.
Northwest. It is the only line running Pull-
man Drawing-Room Sleeping Cars with Luxu.
rious Smokin% Rooms, and the Finest Dining
Cars in the World, via the famous ‘¢ River
Bank Route,” along the shores of Lake Pepin
and the beautiful Mississippi River to Milwan.
kee and Chicago. Its trains connect with those
of the Northern lincs in the Grand Union Depot
at St. Paul. No change of Carsof any Class
between St. Paul and Chicago. For through
tickets, time-tables, and full information, apply
to any coupon ticket agent in the Northwest,
R. Miller, Gen'l Manayer ; J. F. Tucker, Ass't
Gen'l Manager; AV H. Ca}l;pcntcr, Gen'l Pass.
and Ticket™ Agent; Geo. H. Heafford, Ass’t
Gen’l Pass, and Ticket Agent, Milwaukee, Wis,
W. H. Dixon, Ass't Gen’l Pass, Agent, St.
aul, Minn, ’

€Z"TRAVEL V1A THESY}
Minneapolis and St. Louis Railway

AND THE FAMOUS

Albert Liea Boute

Lve St. 'and.

1.
Chicagzo, Burlinygton, Kansas City lllnnc‘n(;mlls

and Des Moines Ex.......... 28 20am  29.05 a.m
St. Louis Fast Ex...... eee LEBOPaM LTS pan
Chicago Fast EX ceceas d6.30pam 4715 p.am
Des Moincs Passenger aB 30 pan  a?7.l5s p.am
Excclrlor and Waterto . a8.10am ag4ham
Arlington and Excelsior ad 15pm a4 5o pam
Munkato Express Acoom™..... a3 15 r w adb0 pan

a Ex Sunday. b Ex Satunday d Dally .

aar Turovut COACHES AND PULLuAN Parack
Suexrens to Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moines

DIRECT LINE T0 WATERTOWY, D.T.
Parace Dinine CaRs ON Carcaco TRAINS.

2—THROUGH TRAINS DAILY —2
to KANSAS CITY. LEAVENWORTH, ATCHISON and
ST. JOSEPH, making connections in Unlon Depots for all

polnts west.
Fast anid {requent traing hetweea St Paul, Minncapolis
and Lake Minnectonks points.
For maps, slceping car berths, or other information call
upon any agent in the Northwest or write to .

. S. ¥. BOYD,
General Ticket and Passenger Agent, Minncapolis



