THE CRITIC,

CITY CHIMES,
Tho presortation of the pupular play ¢ ScLool” ot the Acadomy of Music

" on Tuceday ovening last by an amateur iheatrivsl ciub drow o large huuso,

which was wo!l deserved. Tho plot wus eaeily fillowed,and as the acting
was good and tho play well put un, s thor. ighly enj.yablo cvening was paosed.
Among tho ladies the part f Mrs. Sutci.fle tiken by Mis. G. M rrow is
desorving of special menticn.  Mrs, Mussuw was custumed accutding to a
bygonoe genomiion and iu Lor activg she displayed ab unee quiot diguiiy and
intensity of feeling. Like Dr. Satcliffe we tuo foll sivlently in luve with
Bolla. The part of this charity acholar who afterwatds Lecame Lady Beau-
froy was charmingly taken by Miss Roborts, whose natural unaffectcd man-
ner added not & fuw to ber scoro of admirors. The part of Naomi Tighe,

. the schuol girl heiress, was taken in a epirited manner by Mre. W. Tobuin

who is ungquortionably one of our very best Halifax amiteurs,  Cujt. Voweli
of the Leicestershite Regiment, who represented Lord Boaufroy, was far aud
away one of the best amateur perfurmers we bave ever heard, and it is evi-
dent that this gentleman hasa proncunced talent fur theatricsls. Mr. Krux,
the assistant master,was so hotribly resl that the audience almost furgut that
the part was being taken by such o popular young man as Mr. L. Fuller,
Beau Farintosh, Cspt. Duffus, R. A, did somoe oxcellent acting which was
thoroughly appreciated. Dr. Sutcliffe and Jack Iuyntz way Lave been
heard to advantago in the front seats,but the greater putiivn £ the aulience
sither misscd what these gentlemen had to eay or had t, ..o in paicfally
constrained positions. Our Academy is 3 good sized building and amitours
who wish to be heard should romember tho fact. The young ladies whoacied
as pupils wero Miss Aona Stairs, Mies Grace Uuiacke, Mies Clara Nuglo,
Miss Hattic Albro, Miss May Farrell std Mise Kate Kenny. Theso ladies
were very prettily ottired, slthough 8 very anatoury effect was produced by
the dress skirts falling to their full length behind while in front they wete
“Taised several inches. According to cuf maornish ideas skirls should nover
be built this way. The young ladies Lad their hair very beautifully ard
naturally dressed, the tallest being cunspicivus fur the wealth and beauty of
her tresses. The time betweon the ac's was unnecessarily long, bat as the
Leicestershire band disconrsed remarkably bright and taking music the
miountes flew quickly by. Taken all io all the perfurmance was une of the
Best ever produced by amateurs upon the Acadsmy boards, and we heartily
congratulate those interested upon the success of their effurts,

Tha reception to bave been beld lsst evening by the President and
Officers of the Wumen's Auxiliary of the Church of England Iustiiute was
postponed oan account of the stori. Theladies had epared Lo paius tv eusuro
the success of their undertakicrg and tho enjoyment of the many friends they
expected to partake of their hospitality on this ocuasion.

. A large sudience assembled in the lecture room of St. Andrew’s Church
on Tuesday evening to enjsy the readings by Rov. Jawmes Carruthers, of
Charlottetswn. This geatleman is a saccessful elocutionist, and on this
occasion delighted his wany hearors with his pleasity rendiiivss of the piccos
solected. The programme aiso cuntaived several misical numbers, all of
which wore well given, and added cot a littie tu the eLjoyment of the enter-
tainment. Mr. Carruthers has this week cumpleted a courso of instructivn
in elocution at Pine Hill Iheolugical Cullege which canaut fail to be uf great

" advantage to the students in attendance.

The third concert of the Orphous Clab was held on Thursday ovening ot
Jast week and was unsnimously pronounced a success. The audience wae
large and every available sest in the Hall was uccapied. The programme
copsisted of fourteen nuabers, cach of which was reudenid in a most satie-
factory mancer. The Orchestra of the C.ub did 1ts wors weil, and fally
merited the hearty applause which ¢xpresscd the approbaiion of the
audience. The Club and Ladies Aaxuiaty aro o be cungratulated on the
excellent renduion of their selectivns. Encures were frequent and enibuoi
astic, acd the wholo entertsinment tuay be characieriz:d us a geouine mu.ical
treat. Mr. J. B. Curiie’s sony ““ Love Mo Bel.ved,” was very plossing, and
Mr. D, C. Gillis earned an encoro for * Siar of My Heart.” Mre, H. B,
Hagarty was grected with much warn.th, aud in * Beesuse of Theo * fuuly
sustained her reputation as a favorite with Halifax music-lovers. Her
respongo to tke encore in *Let Me Dream Agaw,” charmed lLer mapy
admirers. Mrs. J. McD. Taylor's effective voics was hesrd to advantage in
“*The Cloister Gate.”” Mies Madelcine Homer sang magnificently and ron-
dered the heroic part of ¢ Fair Ellen ” with pleasing effect. Herr Dacring
gavo a 'Cello Solo, cccompanied by Frau Marianne Doering Brauer, and was
most vigorously encured. This third concort was unduubtedly & success, and
tho Orpheus Club, Ladies Auxiliary and Crchestra, esch snd all, may feel
justly proud of the artistic mavner in which the several numbers of the
programme were rendered. Oane littlo complaint wo must make, however,
of tbo managoment nf these popular concerts. Could not the door at the
entrance to the hall be openod wider than is at present customary, in order
that the undignified scramble for sdmission wight be asoided. Ladies and
gentlemen do pot appreciate the * hard work® necessary to gain an en-
trsnco in time to securo a desirablo seat, and an onluoker iz forcibly
improestod by the rude confusior of the scene, and is prone to wonder
if the select four huadred of Halifax is particalirly goodnatured that
this stato of aflsirs is counlenanced, or if it 1mplicitly bolioves in the
maxim that anythisg worth baving 15 worth striving for. It has been
suggested that part of the Oepheus lall be rescrved, s suggestion, wo
think, worthy of serious consideraiion; but if it be possible to widen
tho entranco to tho Hall, we thiok the improvement would be sppreci-
ated by sll patrons of tho subscription concarts,

A cold wave rolled ovor our city on Saturday last, and thoso who during

the balmy days that preceded it had fondly imagined that ‘‘gentle spring"
was goiug to glido in at once experionced a tudo shock., Cold, piercing
winds and a Jdiuting snow stuim have furcod us to tualiza that although we
bave had an ususualiy mild season the charactoristics of wild March
Liava nut changed, aud wo are evidently not to bo spa.ed tho usual severities,
I'he ico at tho sink is goud and tho skaters are mukiog the moat of the
presout advantagus, Theto are tow sigus of epriog s yei, bat in all proba-
biity ‘twal sot ve luny befure the urgaa grinder and the travelliog piano
appeat uhi the ceeno to charm our eas with swoot meludies, which though
oot as wllwme as “the fl.wors that bluum in tae spring tra la" aro
unfailingly the sure fororunners,

The youny peupls conuested with the San..am Missioa Band of Grafton
Street Methodiet Chaich gave a goud concors in thoi, schivol room on Tues-
dsy vvenivg. The pivgramme included voual nnd ins.rumontal musie, recita-
tivng, elc., and an addruss by the pastor of the chucch, Rov. Mr, Moore,
R.freshmonts wote for 85", aad the youaag folks who so creditably managed
the ontertainment are deserving of commeondation,

Tho ladies aro boginning to plan their new epring gowns, and the open-
ing of new gouds is cagerly awaited. The buyers for var large dry goods
houses have gone * home,’ and the show days are nut far distant. Meaa-
wlnle tho fashion magazines are much io demand and are clusely studied by the
fair vaos 1o order that the must appropriate designs may be selected in readiness
for the daya whon tho dressmaker takes possessivn. The long basques and
Jackets do nut appeat frequontiy in the latasy bovks, and the many to whom thia
stylo was must anbecoming .usy thorsfure rejsice. Blouse waists are still
in faver, Lut are msde 1u sach claborate munner .hat the first idea of au
unceremobivus attite seems to have bovn lust, [owever, thess blouses
cumbine olegsuce and eass, ar very bocuming to slender gitlish figures and
as well are deeidedly ecunvmical, One fealurs «f tle spring fashions to be
severoly fiowaed duwa is the demi-irain on the skirts, How many of our
iadies aro guiny to stand firm in a resolve tw bs old-fashioged rather than
allow their dainty gowns to be used w3 street-ssweopers. Fashion's a merci-
less tyrant, and 1t 13 pi.iful to sce so many following in the fuotstops of the

martyr to style who makes her plaint thusly : —
“If I only Lad the courage to endure the scornful smiles
Of my fullow female creatures, I would cling to olden s‘&yles,
But my newest gowns I'm making with a hateful, horrid ‘dip
Uver which some luckless mortal will (some day) be sure to trip.”
It is to bo sincerely huped that when our fair oves in Halifax think of the
dusiy streeis of our beloved clty they wiil reason wisely and refuse to adopt

the provaiiing mode of wearing traiiing street dresses,

Tho popular Professor Zora Semon has this week opened a coffee-
house at the corner of Argylo and Jscob Suests and is propaced to cater to
the public 10 a most ¢fficicnt manaer.  The premises bave buen thoroughly
fitted up to suit the roguirements of the Professor’s aew business, and the
ingenuity displayed in the arrapgomont of the roows is worthy of note,
Tue luach room is testefully furuished, and every comfurt is afforded
patrofis,  Profe:8.r Samon assutes us that ho is prepared to supply a large
pawber of deiicivus dishes new to Mailifaxian palates aad sure to delight
the most refined and opicurean tastes. His oystor stews and clam chowders
he claima will rival any yet produced in the eity and Lis “popper-pot™ is
said to bo a most savory edible. Hot and cold lanches and dinners may bs
ubtained at auy hoar of the twenty-fuar, for Zera proposes to keep open all
night and 1s determ.ned to make Lis rostaurant a_vaiuabie addition to the
city. Tea, cufico and milk will always be on uand, but positively na 1;uors
of the 80 cslled “temperats drinks” are to be eold in tLis establisiw.ut.
All the broads apd cskes are made in Z:ra’s own kitchen (vhich by the « y
is situaiod at the top of the building and is a mudel f cleanliness and con
vonlebee), aud cannot faii to ploase us suon as sampled. W feel guite sure
Professor Semon’s effurts to provide our citizens wth a first-class coffee-
touse sill be appreciated by the pabiic and that thia appreciativn will be
practicslly demonsitaied. Amoog the many d:lcacies offered is resl
Virgtula sugat-cuted ham, & rare treat fur Nuva Scsisns to enjoy, The
Prufeseut’s prices ars muderale and we trust ho may byaccordsd the patron-
ago he merits.
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