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BRITISH I'LUCK.

‘I'ho speedy success of Siv Garnet Wolso:
ley aud his stnll foree, in an unknewn and
ditlicult country, and against many times
thoir numbor of 1 really brave though bar-
barous foe,sheds a now lustreon British arms.
Conlinontal strategists may uflect to laugh
and may say that a campaiga against
Afvican savages is o Ltest at all of what our
oflicors and men could do if opposed to
European mmies under the direction of such
masters of the art of war asyVor Moltke.
It is an old Continontal opinion, which hins
been current ever since the tumo of Napok
con tho First, that the unquestionca bravery
of British soldiors hag been but insufliciently
directed by thorough militwy competonce
on tho part of the ollicers. The bravery of
tho oflicers, 100, has been ¢onceded ; looking
al their unhesitating charges ngainst fearful
odds, I'renchnien have been known to ex-
claim, “This is magnificent, but it is not
war.'* ‘Therois reason fur belioving how-
ovor, thatin technical militwry training our
officers Lavo made astoni~hing progress of
lato years, and the Contiuental opinion vo
ferred to may alroady have ceased to bo even
possibly true. Certaun it is that both the
Abyssinian expedition aud this Iater ono to
C'vomassie wero both marvels of careful cal-
culation and arrangement, of the adaptation
of moans {o ends, and apylicition of scienti-
fic resourcoe to the overcoming of tremend-
ous natural difiicultics. 1t must bo remem
bered that, even in what we ave pleased to
call  civihzed warfure, the overcoming of
purely natural difliculties is an important
part of gencralship; the preservation of
communication and supplies, moving guns
and heavy baggage, crossingrivors, keoping
anarmy in good health and fighting trim,
and such like, are all problems of general-
ship that have to be met and solved alilke
oun the Prabh and on the Rhine. The two
African expeditions referred to did not test
the capacity of our officers as masters of
civihzed strategy, but the test of their cap
acity for conquering extraordinary natural
difliculties was most conclusive, Ourcom-
manders have proved themselves the equals,
and probably the superiors, of any in the
world, in valuable quality called re-
sourco—the ability to mako the m-st of
circumstances in the face of sudden danger
and surprise. European critics will pro
bably be sparingin theiv praise on this as
on other occasions, but tho conviction will
remain .with them, nevertheless, that the
men who pushed their way through the
dangeroud fastnesses of Abyssinia and Ash-
antee ave not to be trifled with ; and all over
the Continent the impression will deepen
that it will be wise to leave the Dritish hon
alone. |

There is something more, however, to be
said, with reference not mercely to the pluck
and capacity that Britain would have oun her
side in such a contest, but with reference
also Lo tho national spirit for sustaining it.
Britain no longer secks ta> conquer and to
seize for hersell new terrritoy in distant
regions, but her cammercial ambition is
noro aggressive than ever, and shoe seeks
cominercid conquest of markets-for her
goods. She does not. hke Russia, want,
more leorritory, but sooner -than sco her
goods excluded from markets that she
desires access {o she will fight. There 1s
this great change going on, that whereas
the commercial sprit has been too much on
tho side of peaco at any price, it is now
strongly interested in traming old markels
and finding new onés, cven should it be ne-
cessary to fitht for them. Mo such mis
catdulation as that of the Czar Nicholus is
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tho oxcugo that ho had, stich asit ws, is
digappearing, It was the dream of some
Liventy years ngo, that Britnin might be com.

mercially prosporous. and still control tho
trado of tho world, even were she almost
wholly to disarm, and to ab.ieate her rank
as o military power.  ‘That arcam has now |
vanished, and none are more profoundly
cconvinced {han aro tho commercitl classes
in England to-day, that without strongth in {
arms commniercinl supremacy would be of un-
cortain tenure. As o Quaker nation, unpre-
Iwed to fight, and intent only on‘making’
money, England would soon cease to bos
nation at nll. Tho commorcil classes, we

say, have come (0 understand this, and the
change which we indicato as having been in
progres .. there twantly years past, explains
in great part tho popular diseredit into
which Mr. Cobden’s doctrines have fallen
of late, and why Mr. Brightis no longer a
tribuno of t:e peoplo. For the trémend-
ous blunder of showing pro-Southern sym

pythies during the American war, BEngland
has had to antono by submizsion to the
Geneva avard as tho only possible escape
from a false position. She has given the
lirst great example of scttlement Ly arbi

tratioi. instead of war,and her willingness
to substitute the former for the latter, when
at all practicable, is not to be doubted.
But that, if need be, sho will light to muin-
tain ho rights is not to bo doubted. and we
fancy it i3 less doubted now than at any
time duriog the present reign 'ho two
important  points which we unote at
present  are  these—the proof in re

cent tine that British pluck aud energy and
resourco have not dcteriorated; and the
conversion—perhaps wo should say tho ree
conversion—of tho commercial classes to
the view that for Britain to maintain hor
greatness in trade and in arts, the mamten-
anco of her greatness in arms 1s indispens-
able. England and America have given tho
world one nobie example recently, but the
Continent of Europe, in its present stale of
armed peace, and  divided into armed na-
tions, docs not scem anxious to followit; a
special and powerful reason why a Quaker
policy of disarmament cannot be adopted,—
Toronto Mail.

—————

Deatu or Cuevanieg Musrax.—The ro-
port of the death of this gallant young otlicer
has, we regret to say. been confirmed by
telegrams forwarded to his friends and re-
latives . Canida. We learn that he re-
ceived a severe wound at the storming of
Manresa by the Carlists, from the cffects of
which he died. Ttwas only in August last
that we anncunced in these columns the
departure of the deceased gentleman 10 join
the army of Don Carlos in Span, and we
then wished the gallant young soldier suc
cess and asale return (o his homo and
friends, little dreaming at the timo that we
would have been so quickly called upon to
chironicle his detth.  Chevalier Murray was
a nephew of the Bishop of ;[(ingston, was
j formerly an officer in the Ponlitical Zouaves,
and was wounded at thg battle of Mentana.
1o was afterwards decorated for gallantry
m.action, mado Knight of the Urder of St.
Pius V. by the Pope, and personally other
wise honoured on different oceasions by the
i tToly Fathier. We deeply sympathize with
y the relatives and friends of the Chevalier in
| their bereavement, but they have the con-
solation to knote that hoe died as he lived, a

brave soldier and a Chrisitan - gentleman,— | plate of a gun stand of this kind withost S
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likely soon again to bo-made, becwnso even | Tu Tacries ar Omoarct.— An intelligont
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study of Sir Garnet Wolseloy's veport of tho
battle of Gmoalul will load to uanderstanding
how completely unuko ordinary modern
tactics ho cmployed against the Ashantecs,
In fuct, a8 tho Pall Mell Gazclie observes,
they wero thrown back many centuries by
tho peculiar circumstances unde which Sie
Garnet Wolseloy's forco was engaged, T'ho
nature of tho ground, especinlly thevery
limited rango of lire it allowed, and 1ho
overwhelming numerical superiority of the
enemy, compellod tho soldiers to act in
general way very much as the Grecinn pha.
lanx or Roman legion did ages ago when
overthrowing their swarms of savago foes,
The extansion of the fighting front which
lins become the universal model in Buropean
infantry tactics was exaclly reversed, and
its placy wo lind a qrirdrangular formation
carefully mrranged, with almost #3 much
fighting power {for cither {link s for direct
advance, and with the expectatisn of being
attacked on bgth sides and resisting the
attack, without allowing them to interfere
seriously with tho generalndvance,  Agunst
a superior and outflanking encmy shooting
at long rango sucha procedure would be
suicidnl, For the specical caze to be dealt
with it was exactly suitable. Anel ju:t
as no number of Opientals in Xenophon's
days could resist the slaw thrusting ferwird
of the phalanx, invincible by its weight at
tho point of contact ; nor any mob of Gauls,
however brave, could besr tha terrible
though gradual pressurc of the advancing
front of the legion, so it was—ullowing only
for the differenco of tho power of fireaculs 1
a bushand of pikes and jiwveling in tho open
—uwith tho 42nd Iighlanders and the e
fenders of Qmoaful. ‘The problem is such
a cise has always been to defend tho flanks
effectively without pausing in general move
ment; and no Greeian or Roman commander
appears everto have solved this prime ditti
culty of the breaking throuzh & crowd of
enemies with a living milituy wedge mors
successfully than did the English general on
the 3lst Janurary.

An acticle in the Cologne Guazetl, vi i
“The new iron fortications of Germwny, §
says that tho-drilled cast iron gun stands and g
iron clad revolving turrets which have,since §
1869, been completely tested in a serigs J
experiments on the great artillery shooting B8

ground at Tegel, will now bLe used for the J
new works to be begun in the GerMian fort
resses. ‘Two of these turrets will mamtsm B
a sccuroTommunication between the forts ot i

the flink works which will be attrched to BR
these forts, so as (0 command the valley of &
the Moselle and the Seille; will probably Lt B8
made in the form of tho gun stands referret R
to. All theiron for these fortitications can
bie ost on the spot,of any required thicknes:, §8
in foundries especinlly erected for the pur- 88
pose. Each of tho works will de constract:] SN
with a few hugo plates, which will fit int» §
one another by means of joints made in th [
casting.  The gun standd are made o hold §8
only one gun eich, but a number of the: g8
may, if necessary, bo placed side by sideand i
they mny be connccted so as to form «ingls §8
work. The embrasures are made se sm!! 8
as (o prevent thoe entrance of any projectile g
ficed at them, and the whole is protecied by 8
an earth worl with apertures (o carry uwiy g
tho gas and diminish concussion. During B
tho trials of 1869 scven shots from a5 E

pounder (the 21 centimetere gun) hitt»

disabling it for furtheér use, Ihe write



