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possible) that tho Mintswe of Militia will Lo
able to organizo & Resorvy Jioren at all
worthy of tho name,

Tho poople of Canada may be divitgd into
two olasses - thosa who voluntaeor, and tuygg
who do not.  Amoug tho formor, aftor yonrs
of servico, with their attondnut losses and
expenses, enthiusinsm s npt to coul, and
they very naturally think that, having dune
thefr share  fs time that dthors gut into
harnesss ; ¥ these, tho Resorvoe bLirandh
should afford an cusy and honorable means
of rotitemont, while thuso who had not
sorved should bo compellod to bear bur-
thens slightly commensurato with tho soer-
vices rondored by tho retited Volunteer.
Wo kuuw it would Lo alsurd to apply aug-
thing liko coorclon to men who voluntarily
enter tho ranks, ofton to tho dettitnent of
their private wtorests, thoroforo, tho sor-
vice, to be efliciunt, shouldl Lo made attrao.
tive, and some promium, however shight, be
sot upon tho Volunweer character. In this
respect tho Legislatuve of Ontario ling acted
wise'y, porhiaps on uccount of the Voluutver
eieraent in “uat assombly posscssing sowe
what moro indcpondenoo than the o..ius
punding clags in tho Couimons. Ifit weia
mado an objoct of positive advantage to the
young men of the country to putin n cer-
tain term in tu. Volunteer ranks, we would
not hoar so much about tho diftlcultios ox
perienced by oflicers in kooping their com-
panies up to the full strongth, could the
baleful influence exorcisod by political
tricksters bo overcomo, wo might hopo for
tho accomplishment of what wo desiro.

Coneidoring the presont stato of the Vol-
unteor Force, and tho sorvices that thoy
may ot any dsy bo called upon to render, u
Reserve or auxiliary support is n positive
nocossity, more ocspecinlly as the Imporial
troops havo been withdrawa, and o, miserable
cconomy forced upon the Administration
has grestly weakened vur only army of de
fence. UF course, Canadians, as.on all for-
mer occasions, will rush to urnis on 'tho first
sound of alarm; bub undiseiplitied lovies
ever march to certnin destructiop, and it is
not until many of tha firsg,ranks go down,
moro through their otwvn ignoranco than by
strength of their opp nents, that . thoy
acquire tho experienco and discipl{no nedes-
sary Lo render them effoctivo. '

A schomo for tho formation of the Reservo
Mihtin has boen shadowed forth, and wo
submut, with ull deforence to thogo pntrust.
od with its embodiment, the idea that if
they wish to make it anything mora than=a
papor conéorn, thoy must make boiter pro-
vision than that at present éxistic:g for offl-
cering the Active Force, and establishing u
regular system of retirement therofrom.
We make this recommendation {rom & con
viction that tho Reserve should Le so con
stituted as to afforu fucilities to oflicers and
men of the active branch for rotiring aiter
having perlormed a cortain term of seryice,
and entithng them fo somo privilogo as a

roward, For Instanco there is a largo clnsa
ot aotive, Intelilgant and thoroughly loyal
young hion in the Volunteor ranks who are
uot fn possossfon of tho franchise, these,
aftor o fixed peotiod of sorvice, should bo
pornutted to voto. A movement lilkke this
Wonld vastly inorease tho popularity of vol

untowing, and thore would be no longer
any diihenlty in seleoting eligible young men
to tuka the places of thoso who, having com

pleted their term, retiro into the Resorve.
In like manner the officors should bo dealt
with, granting them n stop in relutive rank
or othorwire, whicl: would seouro an oftlotont
stafl’ for tho Resorve, nnd do away forever
with the hoartburnings and disappointmont
which too ofton uccompanmes mahy of our
bost oflicors on thoir loaving tho Foroe. It
would not Le nocessnry or advisable, in the
existing stato of atluirs, to make ratirement
compulsory, but it should be regulated that
completion of service would be an object
desirablo to .11,

This {8 o subject which demands & vast
amount of consideration and wae hope it will
receivo tho nttention its importancorequires,
~high, after due time will result in tho es
tablishment of o thorci.gly organized and
éffeotive Roservo Militin for tho whole Do-
minion.
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Wiry o person pousessing tho ability, forco
and persistoncy of our correspondent 41,
C," so doterminedly and porlonnciously
nsgorts u string of idens which inay be so-
copted as corrocl oxproysions «f o lnrgo claas
of voluntetrs, it would bo but o poor com-
plimunt to his patriotism and evident know-
ledgo of hix subject to deny that thoro affe
somo grounds for his complrints, Wo will
howovor metoly réfor to his lottor which
appenred in our last numbor, by remarking,
on passant, thut theso editorisl columny aro,
and havo boon, since the present writor's
advent ontirely froo from outsido influenco.
Circumstancos have occured whon through
abgenco, illness, or other causes their man.
agemont had to bo intrusted to othors.
This ig o thing that will occur in any busi-
ness, but we can agsuro “L. C.," that it is
only to one gvery way worthy of confidence
tlv ¢t so important & trust was confided. We
do not intend to enter intq o longthy disqui.
sition upon tho amplo toxt with which our
correspondent has supplicd us. ‘F. 0.
has takon up the question in his own proper
person and botween two such ablo opponents
we nre content to hold the balanco of opinion
for o timo at \cast, or until such time as it
will bo necessary to sum up both arguments,
and taking into consideration tho feelings
of all classes of Volunteers and of the people
at largo wo will bo ennbled to say which is
right. This is » question that, to Lo right-
1y solved, should Le approached without
passion or prejudice, and, while wo are con-
vinced of the purity of motive which
actuates tLosc among Vql'qpteers who opposo
Sir @. E. Cartior's administration of Militia
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aflairs, wo aro novertheless convineod of the
fundamontal soundness of the mensuto of
1808,  Although tho managoment of its de

tails Is not what o would altogother wish,
yot, wo Lollove, before long, wo will oblain

o hoarlng for all our reasouable demands.
Lt s ]

Tus best modo to adopt for the uniforming
snd oquipmont of tho soldier for notivo gor-
vico is o subject which has often ocouplud
the attention of the Military nuthorites,
but, up to the prosent timoe, littls or no ac.
tvo mensuros hnvo boen taken; nt lorst in
Englend, to adapt tho clothizy and accoutro-
meonts of itho soldior to the oxlgenclss of
modern warfare, That o chango must bo
made, and that before vory long, Is conceded
on all sides, but the Wur Oftico must be
otthor distractod with tho claims of rival in.
venturs or has not the courngo to shoke re.
form; though evor so muoh needed, in tho
fuco Monstour Martinet. It being apparont.
ly much oasier for Governmont to disestab.
lish tho Irish Church th.un to do away with
an tigly and unhealthy military dross, Many
yonrs ago wo romombor, whon a rooruit,
hearing of great thinge-that woro to bo done
in tho mattors of uniform and equipmen,
Tho villainous parodies on the human foot
called ** ammunition boots;” the brick-dust
tunio thick with the abomination of pipe-
olay; tho skimpy trousors; tho orossbolt,
ingoniously contrived to crush the action of
tho honrt and fprovent expansion of the
lungs; the huge, awkwardly placed and ill.
constructed pouches; tho lenther stock
which made the wearor apposr like one un.
dergoing nslow process of tho garrote, and,
like o cap to tho climax of tho grimly-
whimsical poor dovil of o soldier, bohold the
shaceo! Thus Ho stood forth and stands
still- & monument of absurdity unequalled
in anciont or modern times, Wo had almost
forgotten the knapsack stuck {o his back
and crammed with o lot of stuff tho groater
portiont of which s uttorly uscless, Wo
write from exporience—and, we 1 :lfove, if
the British military powers aro ¢ arnest in
thoir dusiro to improve tho soldior’s dross,
the bost thing they could do would be to
employ « committoe of intolligent and ex-
perienced men from tho ranks ond submit to
them the improved dresses and accoutre.
monts, Praotical men in all walks of lifoaro
the best able to give an opinion on what
most intimately concorns the peculiarities of
thoir proféession. We subinit the hint Vo
lieving it worthy of some consideration. Be-
low wo dppend o discription, from the Lon-
don Z%mes, of & new uniform presenting
some novel features :—

% At Dover, lately, o proposed Infantry
uniform and new equipmeut were submitted
for the inspection of his Royal Highnoss the
Commandar in-Chief by Licut.-Colonol Bray,
4th King's Own Roysl Regiment, A mode
Infantry soldior was paraded beforo his Royal
Highnoss in tho proposed uniform and
completo warservico marching order. Among
the many changes proposed by Colonel Bray
tho most striking is that the model soldier




