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THE BRAVE AT HOME.
BY TIOMAS BUCHANAN READ,

The maid wiro hinds hier warrior’s sash
With a smile lier pain dissembies,
The while beneath her drooping lash
One starry tear-drop Langs and trembles,
Though heaven alone records the tear,
And Fame shall never know her story ;
Her heart had shad a ¢rop as deay .
As c'er bedewed the f“:elld of glory!

The wife who girds her iasband’s sword,
’Mid little ones who weep or wonder,
And bravely speals the cheering word,
What though lier henrt be rent asunder,
Doomed nightly in herdreams to henr
The balls of death around him rattie,
Hath sned as sacred blood as e’er
Was poured uzon the field of battle!

The mother who conceuls her grief

While to her breast her son she presses,
Then hreathes a fow brave words and brief,

Kissing the patriot brow she blesses,
With no one but her secret God

To know the pa.n that weighs upon her,
Sheds holy blood ¢s e’er the sod

Received on Freedom's field of honor !

THE #EVOLT
OF THE
Britisk American Colonics,
1764-84.
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The course of this review has now reached
what may properly be called the ¢ Invasion
of the United States by Great Britain;’’ the
evacuation of Boston on 19th March, 1776,
marking the true termination of British
rule.

If the operations of the British armies in
America are to be taken as a criterion of the

military cap: _.aties of the Empire it is cer- '

tain that if judged by the rules of warfare
the scientific and practical knowledge of
English Generals and the war department
would rank very low indeed. During those
event{ul contests-~the campaigns of 1754-64,
1764-S4 and the war of 1812-14 the military
operations in America have been character-
ized by o total absence of plan, design, or
strategetical significance. On all those oc-
casions a series of petty raids marked the

character of the operations and illustrated |

the total want of military genius in the gen-
erals commanding. Accessible through its
large und navigable rivers, vulnerable at all
its most vital points, no country in the

world is so thoroughly defenceless as the

"United States from Maine to Florida, and
| yet in no theatre of war has so many blun-

ders been made or operations undertaken so
totally unconnected and aimless. In the
contest of 1754-064 Ambherst's single cam-
paign of 1750 was tlic only one that had a
plan and- Canada would have been subjuga-
ted if it were not for the blundering pro-
crastination and stupidity of Gage. In 1764-
84 no plan at all was followed. It is true
Carleton attempted to sketch out a design
by which, using Canada as a basc of opera-

! tions, and moving on the Hudson by way of

Lake Champlain, he would have separated
the Northern and Southern States and
crushed the rebellion at a blow; without re-
sources and soldiers, he only saved Canada
by a mere chance, and as Lic was not trusted
by the War Department nor the mimstry
his after efforts were confined to the defence
of his own Province.

Towards the close of 1775, as has been nar-
rated, the Governor of North Carolina had
been obliged to take refuge on board ship,
from thence he opened a communication
with the Scotch emigrants and a lot of law-
less borderers known as Regulators; the
then social condition of the Provinces (most
of the wild lands being held by great com-
panies inimmense patents) being favorable to
the production of this class, partly from their
aversion to recognize or pay any legal impost
for the occupancy of the land partly because
those Provinces had been used as a sort of
penal settlement for nearly a century.
Where considerable difficulty existed in ad-
ministering law its penalties were easily
evaded and 1ts provisions defied and treated
with contempt. Those men, detesting the
Repulican party, agreed to take measures to
put them down by force, but Mr. Martin
appears to have been one of those incapable
Governors which the imbecility of the
British cabinet had imposed on the public
service, and having first by his timidity com-
promised the honor of Great Britain at this
juncture he succeeded by precipitation in
destroying her interests. Suchmen are gener-
ally swrounded by favorites of kindred
abilities—one of them a gentleman named

Macdonald, and another named Macleod,
were created, the first, a Brigé.di'e_i"-Geﬁex‘aL
the second Lieut.-Colonel, with {orders to
raise the Royal Standard arnd summons ail
loyal men to rally in its support: " But ¢dmn-
missions will not make thé holders therabf
soldiers nor repfr the plunders of those who
have abandoned positions whick should have
been held while life remained. - If Governor
Martin, instead of consulting his own per:
sonal safety on board ship, had digsslved his
unryly Legis’iative Assembly, g"_di‘s_ed the
Royal Standard and appealed directly to the
people he would have crashed the rebellion
in the bud and compelled obedience to the
laws. The number which rallied around
the Royal Standard even at this late period
proved how little headway rebellious princi-
ples had really obtained and how easily those
would have been eradiated by vigorous and
efficient measures. : :

The force to be raised by the Brigadie
and Lieut.-Colonel was intended to act in
conjunction with a body of troops expected
in early spring, but which did not arrive in
time for co-operation ; and this was another
grand mistake made by those who repre-
senfed England’s royalty in the Colonies.
They could do nothing without troops. The
means of communication were slow, three
months being frequently occupied in the
transit between England and the Colonies.
They had only farmers and mechanics to op
pose to people of the same class, but they
let them, while waiting for the Royal forces
concentrate, embody, and drill while they did
nothing, so when their great reinforcements
landed they had to encounter men partially
drilled and with considerable confidence in
themselves. Mr. Martin should have gone
on shore, marshalled his levies and led them
at once on the capital of his Province. * -

Instead of doing this he allowed those
who had usurped the Government, which he
so shamefully abandoned, to embody six
regiments and actually to occupy his objec-
tive point—Wilmington—with one of them,
under the command of a Colonel Moore, who
had held that commission in the Provincial
Service, but whose knowledge of military
affairs was very trifling.



