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THE PENTECOST OF THE GEXTILKS,

While Peter was yot proclaiming the glad news of salvation
through Christ the Holy Spirit fell ¢n tho entiro company. To the
amazement of P'oter and his Jewish companicns theso Gentiles
began speaking with tongues and magnifying God, just as the
beliovers in Jerusalem had done on tho day of Yontecost. This
miraculous interposition swept away the last lingering doubt, and
lifted the Gentyes to tho samo spiritual planc aa the Jows. Thoy
were ono in Christ. 59 everywhere Christianity itaelf proves a
divine life in the soul rather than a creod in the head or an oxternal
ritual. In every age men have tried to shut up God and humanity
within narrow theological definitions. Each Church or sect has
rather suspected, if not boldly asserted, that salvation was cribbed
and cabined within 1ts own petty domais, conditioned on an
aoceptancs of its particular daugmas and practices, And all the
time tho Holy Spirit has beon showiug; what men are 20 slow to
believe, that beneath all divermities of creeds and rituals the hife of
Chrnist 1o the soul 13 overmore and everywhero bringing forth the
samo fruits of peage and joy of faith and hope, of love and service.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lrssox XI.—SavL, THE PERSECCTOR, CONVERTED.—MARCH 14,
(Acts ix. 1-12; 17-20.)

GoLven Text—** This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into tho worid to save sinners.”
~—1 Tim. i. 16.

Tive axp Prace.~A.D. 37. Damarcus, Syria.

IxtroDTCTION.—]In the eighth losson, threo Sabbaths ago, we
wero introduced to Saul, the young man of Tarsus, as ono of those
consenting to tho death of Stephen, tho first martyr, and in the
following :eason wo were told of his leadership in the persecution
which followed, in which the disciples were driven from Jerusalem,
and went everywhere preaching the word. The result of this was
the conversion of many in Bamaria under the preachiog of Philip,
who also was permitted to carry the message of the Gospel to the
Ethiopian on his way from Jerusalem to his home, asre'»" < inthe
laat lesson. The tierce zaal of Saul 1ed him to follow, with tho same
persecuting spirit, tho disciples whom he had driven from their
homes ; and our present lesson gives us an account of his visit to
Damascus with this object in view.

VERsE BY VEnse,—V. 1. “ Breathiog out.”—So {all of hatred
was ho that it was as his vory breath. **The high-priest.”"—At
Jerusalom’

V. 2. ¢ Letters.”"—Lotters of authority, addressed to the Jews
st Damascus.  ** This way."—That is, diaciples of Christ. *‘ Briog
them bound.”—For trial bsfore the council at Jerusalem.
* Damaacus.”—This city was 140 miles northeast of Jerusalem.

V. 3. *“Alight from heaven.”—This was a sopernatural glory,
a token of the divine presence. ’

V. 4. “ Fell to tho earth.”—Not only Saul, but his compan.ons,
were atriken down by tho ight. *¢ Heard a voice.'’—The voico of
Jesus. ¢ Why persecuteat thou mo?”—Jesus felt the wrongs
offered His people as His own.

V. 5. “Kick against the pricks.”—~To kick against goads, as
oxen which will ot submit to be driven.

V. 6. ¢ What wilt thon 2"~In this Saul expreszed bis submis-
siot to Jeaus.

V. 7. **Tho men.”—Of Saul's company. * Stood speechless.”—
Overpywered by what they saw and heard. ¢ Seeing nv man.”"—
They heard the voice, but did not aee the speaker.

V.8. *“When his cyea wero opened, ho saw no man.”—The
meaning is, that whea Saul aross and opened his eyes ho found that
ho washlind.

V.lu. A eartain disciple.”—Nothing more iz known of
Ananiss except what Paul says of himin chap. zxii. 12, Ho was
ovidently a Jew, who hiad received tho knowledgo of Josus,  *' The
Lord."— 4e¢ Lond Jears, **lichold, I am here, Lord."—Ezxpres-
aive of his readiness to obey any command.

V. 11 ** Rehold, ho prayeth.”—Showing the subdued and
humbled spirit of Saul at thia point.

V. 12, *Hath scen in a vision.”—As in the caso of Pcter and
Cornelius, Naul had a vision at the samo time that one was yiven
1o Ananias, and 30 was prefarcd to veceive him.

V. 15. **I'atung his hands on him."—The laying on of hands
in this case was accompanied by a miraculoos svideaco of the gife
of tho Hely Ghost in tho reatoration of Raul’s sight.

V. 1S. **As it had boen scales.”—Not actual scales, but the
offce b way the samo 23 thaugh acales had been taken from his eyes.
*Was taptized.” Asadnaple of Jesus.

V.2 ot Certan days. '— A hittlo whale culy.  ** The disziplea.”™
—Tho followers of Jeaus.

V. 20. ** Straightway.”—At once. * Preached Christ.,”—That
Josua was Christ, the Son of God. * In the synagogues.’—-To the
Jowish congregations of the city of Damas:us.

Tuovaurs, —DPersecuting zeal absorbed all ¢! Baul’s energies.
His comity against Christ was intcuse. It was not cnough to
scatter tho disciples from Jerusalem. His zeal made him devise
means to capture thom in other cities, and cast them into prison.
His enmity was practical. o set to work to carry out his plana.
He went before the council. Hoe laid his plan bofore tho high
priest. Ho set out on his journey accompanied by men who would
assist 10 tho capturo of his viotims. Tho cause of hia hatred wasa
wrong opinton of Christianity, and unholy ambition to protect his
own religion, and these becauso his own heart was corrupt. His
opinions aprang from a carnal heart, and his actions were the
roault of his opunwvns, He persecuted Jesus in madoess, scekiog to
cxtirpate His name, His word and Bis Church.

Redeemiog lovo saw 1a Sau: great powers fur uscfulncss. Ho
was intoxicated with rage, but when brought to a koowledgs of the
truth ho would be isspired and filled with cnergy in the work of
saviog souls. Divine love scos good where human eyes would
discern only evil. duch love could desire the salvation of one who
sought to ruin the cause of Him who alonoe could atone for his sin,
Then 1n the full hopo of oxecuting his wild plans, as he neared the
city, Ssul was made conscious of a higher, nobler power than hia
own. The great mid-day sun was less brilliant than the light that
encircled him. He saw Jesus, though he knew Him not. Te him
was spoken a queation which could not go unanswered, nor could
tho spesker bo deceived. Excited hatred had moved Saul thus far
in his error, but one ray of heavenly light prostrated him and his
company upon the ground. Tho tones of his questioner were so
pathetic, and the queation revealed to Saul the true sense of his
undertaking. This truth lovelled his foundation, and left him with
no merit, no true religion, no real loyalty to God, or love for his
neighbor. Who could direct his future except Him who had
revealed his true condition? Lovo had broken dowa the barrier,
and brought Saul in humility to inqaire what he must do.

Opsn confession followed Saul's conversion. 1nthesynagogaes,
where he expeoted to denounce Christianity, ho oponly declared its
morits, its powor in his soul. The Christ whom ho had persocuted
ho now adored. The Church which he sought to destroy ho now
upheld. The nation whom he despised was tho one to whom he
should carry tho Gospei. The causo he had so afilicted would
henceforth be the causoe for which ho would suffer and endure hard-
ness. Ho was as clear and definite in his testimony for Christ as
ho had been against Hun. The world shonld not atand in doubt in
referenco to his faith.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

VAILY RELDINGS.

Firat Day—Saul, the parsecutor, converted. Actsix, 1-31.

Second Day—His own account of it.  Acts xxii, 1.16.

Third Day—Obedient to the Heavanly Vision. Actsxxvi. 9:20.

Fourth Day—Once a blasphemer and a pereecutor, 1 Tim.
i. 1.20.

Fifth Day—Called by God’s Grace. Gal. i. 1-17.

Bixth Day—To preach amoog the Gentiles. Eph. iii. 1.21.

Prayen Mxeerive Toric, March 14—Forxpattox Wonk: Joux
Kxox axp His Tivgs. Gen. xii. 1.9. ; Heb, xi. 8-10,

JORN KNOX—FOUNDATION WORK.

Oar Church bas dono well in miogling with the dootrinal line
of stndy suggested for Endeavorers, tho biography of such a man
ag John Kuox. Undoabtedly his name stands for the greas
Boottish reformation in the 163h centary and all connocted thers.
with. More than that, it shall cver be synonomons with purity
of roligion, intensity ol conviction, lovo of fatherland, and tho
jmpassioned ecloquence of & heart that beat s true and faithin)
responss to the claims of God and man.

It is profitable to study Divino providences as thoy relate to
tho Chureb, QGod is found in history. In tho great crises of thn
world heaven seors to teuch the carth, and men awake to the'lagy
that thero is a God who takes knowledgs of tho race 2nd controls
the machinery of the world's affairs,

Ta tho village of Haddington, Scotland, in tho year 1505, was
born of honorable parentage, » child who, 0 use tho worda o?
Froude * becamo in that extraordinary age, its most extraordioary
man and wLo3o cheracter becamo the mould in which tho later
{ortanes of tho conntry wero cast.”

As a youth ho ovinosd a deep thirst for koowledge, and baving
patsed throngh the Grammar.schocl of bhis native town, bowas
aubseqaently seat to the University of Glasgow. Thero it wan that
be camo under the tutorago of one deatined to exercise » moulding




