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MONTREAL'S TAXATION.

The ratepayers of Mà\ontreaitiînd the prescrit taxation
of the city none too easy to be borne, and are con-
stantly thrcatened svîth increases. The ilajorîîy of the
electors in the city do flot fccl a serîous responsibilîty in
the matter of the city s finances, being chiefly tenants or
holders of small prupcrties 't'tlîcl bear a very low al-
tion. They do flot thcrcforc check the extra,«agance and
recklessncss of the c.ity c.ouncîl, 'ltdîc. are flagrant The
only recourse of the mure economîtal pot tion of the people

is tu the Lt gislatuire at Qttebet, nîiany of vlîosc iiieiîubers
are not prepared to deal 'tvith questions of the magnitude
wvhich 'Montreal's moiley affairs assume. Tliere hias there-
fore existed hitherto a frce expenditure of nîoney, a large
part of wvhich nover reachied the objccts for whit-h it was
voted, and a cunstantly growitng t. î'tî debt for 't'thosc pay
nment no nîcans cxist if the city is to ho niaintainiod in a
habitable condition. The City counicil is constantly look-
ing for freshi subjects for taxation btetatse the liîîîit of the
bol rowîng powver lias lîcen already reachied on the prescrnt
asscssnîent. At thi. List session uf the Quebec Legibiattmre
the clty charter wtas reviscd and ail insaclintery wtas
expressly nmade taxable. This lias raîsed a stoni anîong
the ovwners of plants ii Montreal, mueetinigs lia'te becn hield
and most vigoruuspruttsts maîde. Soute uf the lcading
mnînfacturers have spuken 'tery plainly un the subject of
their renmo-al tu more advantagcous luL.ttiOtiS if the tax is
imposed. Those who liad the charter anienîlment in
charge explaîn tliat the City has alwtays hiad power to tax
nîachinery 'ander the hecad of - immitovables,' and the
prescrit clause wvas framed so as to niake ta xable the wivres,
rails, etc., of the electnic companies wvhichi are at present
exempt as flot being attached to the property of the
assessed.

Montreal's debt îs twtenty seven millions of dollars.
It is made up, of $23,744,401 of consoliîlated debt and the
foiowing itemis 1,4,8of teiimpuiary Londà, authur
ized by statute 60 and fl1 V.ctorsa, Bank of Monîrcal
advances, $1,112,000 , 1llarbor balance (of a mitllion. dol-
lars), $652, 106, and stindry otîter tloating dcbts (less cash
on hiamîd or îinexpendtd balanL.es of re'5 enue), $811,685.
Tliese items constitute the exact surîm of $27,000 000.

\Vhile tis e'cplanatîon showvs tlîat the city cotincil
hias no prebent intention of plat îng a tax on matitîfactunîng
plants, yet the existence of tlie clause as a corstant menace
to the nianifacturers at prescrit withîîî the city lîmîtîts, anîd
a deterrent to othc-rs establîshing tlîemnselves there. It
wiîll build up, the mil to%%' nis stirruusidîng the c ity, and
wvîl1 ho an incentî'to to thtSuse bonuis offerang tuwns like
Sîjerbrooke, Que., or Blle, îlî', ()nt., to granit istîduce-
ments to seclîre thie taxed Indlustrie%. A uiaîtufat( tuîîrr

ulois hea'tily taxoîl on lits mac hincry to taîî"e fiinds for
sîtrcet pai ng %î't bIl is nflot put dut n tlà.it is, thte uùethtd in

àlufltrtal à%1 ajut to l.>uik !tis.gîngly Io tuwl.b v6liert tîtere
aire nu ta\cs un mat hsîn, rý and a laigt asli Ionus is ai'ail
alte fur 1:1*3%1l ieu 1îc't't


