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Ait Conmunicatioos lateud.d for Tate Coihuictu must t,, la hand maot latter
than the ,oth Ind esth ce the, month ta accu,. insettlon.

TîlEkit inust bc saine respect paici ta
T.ehtmltkm teclinicalities in Courts of justice, ta

ensitre reguiarity and uniforinity it
procedure. Tiey are like tic mules of etiquette in
social life, which are neccssary ta protect society front
disarder. But ta -.acrifice justice ta technicalitics is
like refusitng ta drag a persan out of danger beausc oi
uat liaving been introduccd ta liti. It is tiseii ta
knaw ai tite tedinîcal points raised iit Courts af law, so
titat business ntay bc concluctcd witlî an eye ta tlheir
being possibly raised. Tie iiisurance business is bc-set
witi pîtfalis for the unwvary and inexpcrienccd, and
the following case shows that cierks cltarged with
such humble duties as mtailing notices and stailxpiing
letters inay bring a conipany ta trouble by non observ
anice of saine technicality. One Nixon heId palicies
of the Pravident Savings Ca. for $2o,ooa. Ile was iii
arrear with tlie preniiunis. The iaw of New Vark
State requires thirty days notice ta be giveti ta persoîts
iii arrear, witiin wiich tinie tiiey can pay any pre-
miun dile, and in default tce poiicy is nul! anti void.
Notices were maiied ta the delinique.nt, but they %were
unheeded. A few mnonths later he died, and suit was
brought ta recover aniaunt oi the poiicies wliich tic
decesed ltad farfeitcd by neglect. Secretary Stevetns
and two clerks testifled in proof af tite natices liaviîtg
been niailed. 'lTe evidence of tie former was ruied
out, as ltc was not regarded a conîpetetit witncess, a verv
eceentrie ruling wlien tie matter in liand tutrted tîpoit
the discharge oi duties over which lle, as scretary, had
supervision. Tie evideitcc aftliecierkswas aiso rulcd
ont, because tiîey were unabie ta demonstrate that te
notices lad been sent ta Nixon's " last knawn post
office adclress,." as the law rc<quizes, or that" Il te post-
age on theni liad been paid 1)3 the compan3,." To
adduce such levidence in regard to thc letters mnailed

daily by a business liouise is impossible. 'lie cierks
sworc titat the notices wvere sent to tite best of tîteir
knowiedge and belief, which is as far as mnailing clerks
cati go, tless cadi letter is posteci msparateiy iii
the prsec of a witniess, whio at the tinte registers the
fnct so as to be able ta swear to it i l Court. To cati-
dernu ail ilisuratce coinpaiiy to pay tc atnonnit of a
policy whicli was well known to the inistre<l persan ta
bc six utaîtlis iii (lefatilt, solely becauise the cotnpanly
couIc! not piove to a certait titat notice itad been
sent to Iitît,. seemus to lis anl outrage upox justice, anti
naterlyat variauiice with Cottttttnn settse. Thil taitkttcw
iti October, :S8>o, tîtat lie was a ittonth iii arrear, yet
lie ivent att steglectitîg payînictît of tie preitints for
several imore xnlonthis withlit iany conmunicationt with
the itstrittg comnpatiy. Ait appeal cati be ritace ta the
United States supretule Court, îvhich wvonld bc. ex-
trenicly ttlikely ta pay tmore profoutîid respe!ct to sucla
trivial tecliiiicalit;es as titis case ivas decided uipon tin
ta eqlnity and tojulstice, whichi have heeît sacrificed.

Ail letters, if practicabie, but certaittly ail hiaviing
relation ta legal inatters, or witlî a bearitîg upon the
legal positiotns iespectively of the persoti writing atid
tie oile lie adclresses-sticl as a conîpatty's ntotice of
preuiiinii being it arrear-ouglit to be registered iii tîte
office Letter Book, as it lias bcett lîeld by atl Eniglisil
Conrt tliat suci a forni of registration is alilost coît-
clusive proof af sui letterliaviiît hen îtîailed.- Atten-
tion ta these nieciattical ries is itot only fouîtd a great
convettience at tumes, but valu.rble in scttliiug disputes.

Tiînz Bill itîtroduced ta the hanuse of
A Bloaw nt BIll otmot n t Jatary, Ilta

abre,,tors. Cotnoso 2dJ

ntuid thc Batnk Act," is ain evidenice
ratiter of ill-wiil towards batik directors titan af an
intelligent axtd reasanable desire ta ainend hanking
practice. It pravicies tint Il E very director of a batik
who, directly or inidirL-ctlv, ii itis own itare or as
endforser or surety, is indebted ta tie batik in a suni
cxcccding tite total anitunt paic inl by Iiint on is
siares in the stock, or atiorizes or perutits a loa:t by
thc batik ta aniy af its officers, cierks, or servatnts, shall
thercupon ipscftziel miase ta bc a director af the batik."
Were titis cnfarced it would, preveit tîatty a mian, lmaw-
ever weaithy or however reptitablc, dcinig busitiess with
the batik of wliiclih li ad been elected a directar. As
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