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I*AUSE AND EFFECT,
Some vouslderations of 3rish Soclitl Cone
dl"on'o

Work For an Irialy Lexislature,

In n recent speech Mr. Michael
Davitt dwelt upon the scandalous
neglect of the ngricultural industry in
Irclapd und stated tho condition of
aflairs in words that will ropay atten-
tion,

“ Qur chiref industry is agricul! .re,
and i¢ is a horriblo comment upon and
the strongest possible condemnation
of the land system under which wo
f1vo that wo have to pay nearly a mil-
lion a year for tho support of pauper-
ism, wlnle more thun two-thirds of
tho wholo area of Ireland is devoted
to the feeding of sheep and cattle, and
to tho conscquent starviug of Inbor.
We havoe over 10,000,000 acres of land
under grass and upwards of 4 000,000
of bog, mountuin and waste; nnd 1
maintain that if this land could only
be used for tho benefit of industry in.
stead of for rent, there would be neither
auncployed nor poverty nor work-
houges left in Ireland.”

So cmphatic a statement a1 that
¢ there would be uneither uneraployed
nor poverty nor workliouses in Ire.
langd ** calls for somo consideration as
to tho poesibility of its accomplish-
ment. it will be as well also to con-
sidep tho present conditior of that por-
tion of the population with whom
poverty is an ever present evil.

It was in 1830 that {'Connell told
the House of Commons that many
thousands of persons were subsisting,
if it could Le ca'led subsistence, on
three hslf pence a day, and he signi-
ficantly udded that at the same time
A four pound loaf of bread cost ten
pence. He was looked upon as a suc

cessful laborer who could carn a half

crown & week. This class of laborers
it ig who feel the keen pangs oftencst.
They are not to be confounded with

the “tenant farmers, who, badly of

though they be, are comparatively welt
honsed and well fed, at least until
their cabins are pulled down about
their heads.

Perhaps fifteen years after this
statement by OConnell, there was
written that other statement by Tho-
msas Davig :

«In a climate soft a3 a mothers
smile, nn a soil fruitful as God's love,
the Irish peasant mourns. Consider
his griefs : they begin in the cradle—
they end ip the grave. Suckled by a
breagt that is supplied fromn unwhale.
some or insuffizient food, and that is
fevered by anxiety—reeking with the
smoke of ar: almost chimneyless cabin
—agsailed by sind and rain when the
weather rages— breathing whean in his
cabip, the exhialations of a rotten roof,
of clay walls and of manure, which
gives his only chance of food—he is
apt to perish in hisinfancy. Orif he

survives all this (happy if he have
escaped from gnawing scrofula or
{amiliar fever), and in the same cabin,
with rags iostead of Ins mother’s
breast, and lumpers instead of Ins
mother's milk, he spends his child-
hood. Advancing youth bringa him
3abour, and manhood increases it;
but youth and manhood leave his roof
rotten, his chimuey one hole, his
window anuther, bis clothes rags, Ins
famiture 8 pot, a table, a few bay
chairs and rickety stoves, his food
lampers and water, his bedding straw
and s coverlet—his enemies the land.
lord, the 1ax gatherer and the law~—
hisconsolation the priestand his wife—
bis hope on earth, agitation— his hopa
hereafter, the Lord God. Bitter it is
to him to feel that this green land
which helovesand big Iandlord scorns,
is ravished by him of ber fruits to

leavo tho inheritanco to which ho was
hoir; and thrico bitter to him that
oven his house hins not tho sccurity of
thio wild boast’s den—that 8quolidness,
Hunger and Diseago aro insulloient
gunrdians of his home--and that the
Buﬂ' of the landlord's or tho agont's
reath tway blow him off the lond
whero ho has lived, and sond him and
his to a dyke, or to prolong wrotched-
nese in some desperato konnel in tho
next town, tll tho strong wings of
Death—unopposed lord of such sub-
urb—bear them away.”

Lot ic not be thought that this pic-
ture, powerful as it is, is overdrawn.
Sad, indeed, is it that the same way
almost bo said of to.day. It 18 not
long sinco Mr. Justin MoCarthy mado
the statement that there are in Iro-
land about 98,000 houses with only
one room in each, ¢ Of these most
lisve floors of rough damp ecarth and
roofs of rotten thateh ; their walls are
without plaster and a holo in the roof
serves for a chimacy. On an averago
the height of such a Lbovel will not
oxcred cight feet. Into some of these
cabins will be orowded a g at. 8 pig, 8
donkey, and soveral fowls, along with
tho occupant and his family. *

Speaking of one county vherewith
he is fainiliar, and which is never used
for sensational reports, Mr. McCarthy
says thero are 1,500 families depending
on daily carnings for their existence,
and that among these seven shillings
a week is moro ubove, than below the
averege wage.

The dwelling of these people is do-
scribed as * a small lop sided wigwam,
built of stones and mud, with a
thatched roof, and with three Loles
left in the front wall to act the part of
doors and windows. Into that castlo
of the Irish peasant truly the wind
and the rain may enter. On wet
nighta the drenclung showers soak
through the ill thatched roof and
cotne drippiog down on the beds of the
sleepers. . . . The food of the
Insh laborer consists principally of
potatoes, or else of Indian weal mixed
with flour and soda. Tea of the thin-
nest and poorest kind, oftener without
milk than with it, is the enjoyment of
the laborer and his family.”

There is not here room for more
than a mere allusion to the marvels of
virtue, patience, purity, resignation,
lightheartedness and the love of know-
ledge which exist in spito of these
conditions. The dominan® fact is
that the average wage is but seven
shillings n week and that therefore the
Irish peasant must still, as in the
time of Davis, leave to his offspring
only what he himself received. Side
by side with this must be placed Mr.
Davitt's statement that there are 10,-
000,000 acres of the most productive
sotl in the world lying in grass solely
for the benefit of the landlord.

Let anyone consider the gravity of
this statement. Iere are fully three
acres to every inhabitant, man, woman
and child of the whole island. Con-
sider tho possibilities if such soil were
utilized even for the primary puposes
of raising food. There would be still
left an enormous amount of land
whereon to prcduce therequisite staples
{or the production of woollen and linen
fabrics, starch, sugar and many other
articles of trade.

Let it not be thought that there is
no means of conducting successful
manufactures. Coalthereisin plenty,
notably in Antrim, Tyrcne and Con.
naught. The bogs too are a boundless
source of wealth. et the peat bo
preperly dried and there is scarcely
anything of superior excellenco as
fuel. Then too there is & wealth of
water power. It is calculated that tho
annual rainfall exceeds 100 billicn
cubic yards. Granting thattwo-thirds

pamper that landlord, twice bitter fur | of this pass off in vvaporation there is |

bim to see Lis wife, with ®catuess w
her breast of love, to seo balf hus Littie
brood torn by the claws of want to
undeserved graves, and to know that
to those who survive Lim ke can only

| sull an 1mmensity of water power |

pagsing over ;nnumerable streams and
rivers down to tho sea. Of 8 surety
here is a store of energy which in
these dsys of electrical transmission

could bo wondrously applied. fron
oro thero is in abundance. Lot but
tho peoplo of Ireland ounce feel that
their destiny is really in their own
hauds and wo may oxpest n cownnor-
cinl and intolleotual development
which will be tho nstonighment of the
world, ‘There was o timo when
William I11, received o potition from
bis soynl Enghsh subjeets stating that
wtho growth and ncrense of tho
woollon mnufucture in Ireland had
long been and would ho over looked
upon with great jealousy by his Eng-
lish subjects, und praying him, by
vory strict laws, totally to prohibit
and suppress the same.” Willinm's
answer wag, * 1 shall do all that in
mo lies to discournge the woollen
manufacture in Ireland, und to en-
courage tho linen manufacture there,
and to promote the trade of Eugland.”
As it was, s0 it may again be—without
the Enghsh restrictions.
POy WY S ———

Ottawa Catholle Trath Soclety,

Tho snuual meoting of the society
which wus held on Nov. lith, was
well attended, and tho proceedings guve
ovidence of tho good work lieing dono
by the society.

During the yearthasociety purchused
from tho Oatholic Truth Srwiotyof Lng-
land, 621 bound volumes, 5,344 pamph-
lots and 358 leafletsand from the U.T.5.
of America 1.083 pamphlets, Thero
wag put in circulation 472 bLound
volumes,d 557 pnmphlets, 3,517 leaflots,
These included a number of the Ottawa
serics.

The grand total was 16 422 publica-
tions compared with 9.007 last year, an
increase of 1,415, Siuce organized 3
years ago thoe socicty had put 25 316
publications into circulation.

Tho rport concludesa: Tho grand
ohject of the socioty is the ditfusion of
QOatholic truth und its vindication when.
pver asviled within our territory.  Wo
attack no creed and allow no assaultson
our own. \Whenever we claim the
courtasy of the press, it is not tcnpolo
gise for our religion, for we engagy in
controversy sololy for purposes of ex-
planation and defonce. Thisisa hughly
important and at the eame timo delicate
part of our work aund our cfforts have
been attended with satisfactory results.

Tho financial statemerit prezented by
Dr. MacOabe showed receipts totalling
2412 17 aud an expenditurs of $340 34,
leaving a balance of §101 &3,

Archinshop Duhame! thanked the
officers of the society for the work
during the year and expressed s hap-
piness sud cousolation at secing the
Catholic lxity underatand thar duty to
help the cicrgy. 1o asked atl present
to join tho socioty and (o eacouragy
others to join that they might work
towards the perfect umon of mankind
on the basis of the truth as taught by
tho Catholic church, that ail men might
be of onn heart and ono soul, recogniz-
ing one Father, God, in heaven and ono
mother, the church, on earth.

QrFicrErs.—The election of officers
reaulted a8 follows: Pres, Jos. Popo;
1st, vico pres, Father \Vhelan; 2nd,
vico pres, Wm Kearos; secy, W. C.
DesBrisay ; treag, De MacCabe ; com-
mittee, Father Constantineau, Fatber
McCarty, Father Cole, J. A J Mc
Kenns, W. Gorman, . P.Dann and D.
Burke: auditors, Wm. Finlay, Xichacl
Kavansgh.

The Lehigh Valley Railroad Com-
pany will in a fow daya aunvence the
fact toat on and after December lst
thera will bo a reduction of 10 per
cent. in all salaries over $1,000 per
annum.

Trey Neven Fain, -Mr. S. M. Booghner,
Langton, wtitea: ** For about two yeara 1
waz troubled with Inward Piles, but by
asing Parmcloe’s Pills, 1 was completely

miaca thea they haso oot eetarncd.” Farme
loo's Pills arc anti bilioas and a speaific for
tho cure of Liver and Kidnoy Ccmplaiats,
Dyspepsis, Costivencas, Hoadache, Piles,

oto., and will regulate tho soccretiona and ro-

move all billous matter.

-

cared, and although fuar years hiavo clapsed |

Lord Howe's Loat Brenkfust.

———

Mr. Jolin F. Blandy, of Prescott,

Arizonn, writes to tho Awecrican s

torical Registor i —

History tolle us of tho porsonal reco-

noiesanco of Washington and Lafayetto

arouud Elk Landing, Md., when the

British dobarked at thot point, from

whonco they murched to Brandy wino,

Pa. It aluostates that frem that point
tho upper Chesapeako is distinctly vis:
ivle. I'hoy wado nu early start from

theis bivouno and went northwestward
to striko tho road leading from Elk
Landing to Newark, aud euteredo facm
house, which stands about ono hund.
red yards from the rond, to try for o
breakfnst, Thoy were grciously re
ceived by tho lady of the house, and
found a tablo niceiy set and the breck-
fast roady to be served. Lafayetto
nanifesied great dehght at their good
luck, and thay wero soon svated. Tho
ledy of the houso leaving the room for
a moment, Washiugton touched Lafay-
otte undor tho table with bis foot und
gaid : * Eatina hurry ; this breakfast
was not meant for us.”  Ho took tho
bint and it was not long beforo they
wero again in tho saddle, after expross-
ing wany thauks for tho hospitality.
Upon turning a bend in the road thoy
looked back and saw Lord llowo and
his stafl, tho axpected quests, turn in-
to the farmbouse.

Wher Lafayetto visited the United
States in 1824 tho city of Baltimore
sent a committes to DPhiladelphia to
meot him and orcort him to their city.
In this committeo was Mr. Lausdsle
Upon thoe approach of the delegation to
Lik Ianding, Lafayette rolated the
story to ham. Mra. Lausdale told my
mother this story, as related to her
husband by Infayette, who pointed our
tho house to me where this event took
place. It wason the east side of the
road of the leading from Nowark to
Elkton, near wher o 1t crosses Littlo Etk
Creck.  Alexander was the namo of
the lndy who prepared the breakfast.

* The Ligbt=ood " is one of the most
useful southern products, especially in
Fiorida, whero it is used by all sorts of
country folk, and particularly by the
hunters. A cordwood stick carriedin
to the wilderness will cut up into frag-
ments wjth which a dozen meals may
be cooked. The rich, resinoua pine
makes & qaick, hot Gre, especially suit-
ed to open air cooking. It is a Florida
tradition that the chief who led the lit.
tlo band of Seminoles whom the United
States army lony failed to run to carth
was on the point of agreeing to go with
his people to Iandian Territory when
bw suddenly asked whetber thero was
any Ii ‘trood iu that new lund, snd,
when tho answer was no, positively re-
fused to go further with tho treaty.
He would not live in a land without
lightwood.—Philadelphia Press.

As for that intimatn acqusintance
with human nature which some, espe-
cially old-time school masters, used to
magnify and bosst of having, I never

to be got, always wondered how others
ot it, yet never had cither hope or de-
siro for it, My conviction now, latoin
life, is that acquaintance with human
nature, if not the most unprofitable, is
tho mcancst knowledge that 2 man can
get, and that ho is the most securo
from harm sho believes othera to bo
bettor than himself. 1 moved among
many pupils, confessedly knowing little
outsido of books, yet 1 believo that no
school master acting upon a different
principle bas been less frequently dis-
appointed of his gencrous hopes—
Richard Malcolin Johnston, 1n November
Lippincott's.

Ihc only inhenitaaco many reotive from
their anceszors aimparo blovd, Fortunate
1y, it is in ovcryono™s power to transmita
cleancr heritage to their posterity by the
simplo uso of Ayer's Sarsaparilla, tho orly
blood-punfier admitted at $he Chimgo
World's Fair,

had it mysclf, nover knew how it was.




