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Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the

ly calling, consider the Apostle and High

of our profession, Christ Jesus.”’-—Hebrews

was naturcl thai the writer of this epis-
vhen he addressed Hebrews, shoukl call
brethren, for he was bimself ¢ of the
of Israel, an Hebrew of the Hebrews.”
uldressing them as Christians—converts
Judaism to Christianity—he had there-
@ admitional reason for styling them
en, As Christians, both he and they
“no more strangers and foreigners, but
weitizena with the saints, and of the
old of God.” ‘They nuw had *one
, nae faith, one baptism, one God and
e’ It was surely becoming for the
kile to call those who named the name of
L, brethren, when the title is given to
by our Lord and Master himself. They
bis brethren. ¢ For both he that sancti-
and they who are sanctified are all of
ifor which cause he is not ashamed to
them brethren ; saying, I will declare
uame unto sy brefhren.”  “Iu all things
hg#cd him to be made like unto kis bre-

L ihe apostle calls them koly. They may
Uy called so, because they belonged to

7 God, to be the witnesses for Him, and
urdians of the sacred oracles, till “the
of time.,” But regarded as Christi-
they may specially be termed holy. God
clied his people * with a boly calling”
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Iroro2? THRE, O JRRUSALEM | LET MY RIGHT MAND FORGET HEP CUNNING."—Psalm 137, v. 5.

—their sanctification is Iis will, and Christ
“ gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
God’s people are holy in profession and title,
in principle and practice, in heart and life. 1
Peter ii. 9; 1 Thes. v. 23.

But the apostle calls them parfakers of the
heavenly calling. ‘'They were participators in
the same means and blessings of grace, and
partners in the walk of faith, Of old, their
fathers * did all eat the same spiritual meat;
and did all drink the same spiritual drink;
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them; and that rock was Christ.”
The spirit divideth “to every man severally
as he will ;” thengh the body hath many mem-
bers, vet they are animated by the same vital
principle—the same life’s blood circulated and
permeates through them. In like manner
God’s people are alike justified—adopted—
sanctified and kept “ through faith unto sal-
vation.” The vocation wherewith they are
called is of heavenly origin, nature, and ten-
dency. The means of gruce are of heaven’s
appointment, and their effeet is to bring down
heaven into the souls of men— to purify their
natures—and to prepare them for the happi-
uess of heaven. The effectual call, not only
calls off from vanities, but it points and di-
rects—not to an earthly inheritance, sich as
the Jews inherited in Ciuzan—Dbout, to ** an in-
heritance incorruptible, and undcfilid, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven,”&ec.

The Hebrew Christians, being thus distin-
guished and privileged, are here called apon
by the apestle to consider Christ Jesus. It
became z{:em to ponder attentively what iz



