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«THE PRETENSIONS EXPOSED OF
MISSRS. LAXG, BURNETT & CO.,
&c., BY REV. R. CAMPBELIL., MON-
TKEAL.” '

A pretensious pamphlet under the
above caption has been handed to us.

Wg have vead and noted its contents.
With all due deference to the author,
whom for many good qualities wo res-
peet, we think the pamphlet uacharita-
ble, and uncalied for, and bedring on its
face contradictions and absurdities. Its
aim is wrong, its logic defective, and its
tone and spirit far from kind or christian.
The anthot of the pamphlet, no less a
persohage than the minister of St. Gab-
riel Church, Montreal, was once a min-
ister in connection with the Church of
Scotland. He was justifiably proud of
that connoection for a fime, but he took
council with hev foes, they flastered him,
they enticed him, and deceiving him
into a belief that they loved his mother
Church, they ecraftily took him & Co.,
into their fellowship, allowing them for
their amusement to faney that they were
still in the old connection—and now that
they have chosen new assneiates, cgeles-
iastical polity, corfession of Faith &e.,
they must forsooth turn in theé spivit of
persecutionupon those who, in obedience
to the solemn vows they hod taken, re-
mained in immediate conneetion with the
Church of Scotland. Mr. Campbell
knows as well as Mess.s. Lang, Burnett,
& Co., that a large majority of the
Church with which he connected himself
would rejoice to see the Church of Seat-
land disendowed, disestablished, destroy-
ed to-morrow , and are in deep sympathy
with those, who in Scotland, are seeking
her downfall.  Yet he claims after hay-
ing shifted his foundation, to be in con-
nection with the Church of Scotlang, and,
strenuously denies that claim to those
wha wnid mingled persnasion, intimida-
tion, &e., remained faithful to their sol-
emn obligativns that they would pursue
no divisive courses. If the majority of
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the Synod saw fit, like a broken ledge
of a rock, to slide away from their origi-
. nal foundation, we hold that they had no
right or power to tutn to the rock and
say to it that it should tollow them. The
minority could not be charged with any

wrong  doing towards' the mujority:
for rofusing - {o swrender their
liberty and consciences to them.

Their crime is that they love the church
of Scotland too well'to be persuaded to*
disavow immediate connection with hers;
and they must in-eonsequence suffer per-
secution, spolintion, misreprasentation,
&e., from Messrs, Campbell - and Co.
When will * man’s inhumadity to man”
cease? When shall Cheistian 'churches

-cense frony pagan barbaities, and give
the world sonie practical lessons ‘in the
¢ charity that sufferoth long, is kind, and
envieth not#” -

What element of possible’danger can
there be in the continued: existence.oft a
minarity of Synod in connection-with the
Chureh of Scotland in the Upper Provin-
ces? Have they shown any symptons
of disioyalty to the State? We trow not.
Have they showir aily tendency to'tamper
wiua, or matitate the standards of the
church whose name theybear, and under
vhose banuer they chose'to remain? "No
sneh charge hias beent brought against
them. Why thon, arthey may be apow-
er, howaver feeble, in the land for good
to those who awe like-minded with them,
do Messrs. - Campbell & Co. seek to
crush them out by thwarting their honest
and constitutionul efforts forn recognized
existence i the land? We- close our
critivism in the langunge of the editor of
the ¢ Golden Rule,” and which we earn-
estly récommend to the eareful perusnl
of all our readers: 1 clowe, therefore.
with the proposition that 4ny inteérpreta-
tion of the teachings of Jesus—any appli-
cation of his doctidnes—dny view of (zod
—which makes & man narrow, bigoted,
and intolerant ; any view of daty which
makas hiny hnrch, mlovaly andornsl
any eonception of etetnity ~which -makes

_him a coward and a hypocrite 1s_proven
by its'effect tn be erroaeous: Such teach-

" ings, 1 eare not in whatever pious form

" couched, with whatever personal sinceri-
ty uttéred, or by whatéver religious
sanction sustained, embody the cssence
of all heresy.”



