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«Jf 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”—DIsalin 137, 4-6.

OUR LORD’S SECOND ADVENT.

A Discounse sr Mr. Moopy.

The subject I have chosen for consideratioa
on this occusion is a most important and pre-
dous one—pamely, the Second Coming ot
Christ. Although it 18 & truth not very gener-
ally studied, and there are even some who en-
tertain objections to i , yet it will be found to
be a doctrine continaally presenting itselt in
the pages of the Bible, and calling for our care-
fal and unprejudiced examinatioa.

Lake some others, I was origina'ly much op-
posed to this docirine umil, from constantly
meeting with it in the reading ot Scriptare, I
was consirained to become a believer in it; and
Bow it is to my mind one oi the most precious
truths in the whole Bible. And I should feel
sdf-condemned were I 1o leave Glasgow with-
out speaking ab.ut it. All Seripture, from
Genesis to Revelation, shonld be read as an en-
tire whole, and not a few favourite portioss
dwelt upon to the exclusion of other parts : nor
sbonld our views of Divine truth merely
gronnded upon the opiniony, of others, but every
one is respcnsihle for his own individual beliet ;
azd ii wiil be no excuse for persous to say, as
areason for not believing in any doctrine of the
Biblo, that they never had it taught to them.
The promises and statements regarding Christ’s
8econd Coming are among the things that are
freely given to ms by God; and the apostle
Panl, when stating thas “all Seriptare is given
by inspiration und is profitable for docuine, tor
wproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
sousness,” specifes the primary object of this to
be “that the maa of God may be perfect, thor-

hly farnished unto all good works.”
ke Second Coming of Cbrist is very much
en aboat in the Bible. One verse in every

. in the New Testament 1efers more or
Jom direc.sy to the subject. Surely if the Holy

Gho.t has dwelt upon this theme so much in
the Inspired Word, und has brought it before
our notice in one-thirternth part of the New
Testament, it must be a truth of great moment
to all who Jove the Saviour. Although the
event itself i3 « ertain, yot the exact time of its
occurrence is spoken of in Scripture as being
uncertain, and therefore calling for constant
watchfulness. Although there will be s.gnsot
its approach discerned by those who watch, yet
upon the world at large it 18 predicted to come
suddenly. *‘For as the lizhtning cometh out ot
the east and shineth even into the west, 50 shall
also the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matt.
xxv. 27). ‘“The day of the Lord so cometh as
a thief ig the night ; for when they shall say,
Peace and safety, then sudlen destruction
cometh upon them as travail upon a woman
with child, and they sha!l not escape. But
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
sheuld overtake yon as a thief. You are all
the children of light, and the children of the
day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore, let us not sleep as do others, but let
us watch and be sober ” (1 Thess. v. 2-6).
This doctrine of the spee. y coming ¢t Christ
is one which comparatively few people receive,
and it was some time after my conversion be-
fore I received it, althuugh Iam bound'to admit
that I had great difficulty in understanding
some portions of God’s Word until I believed
in it ; but at last conviciion as to its trath was
forced upon me by the overwhelming number

.of passages in the Bible relating to it; and it

has subsequently proved a great help in under-
standi::gega?ions -portions of God's Word. It
is no wonder that some people are unable to
believe in the personal Second Coming of
Christ, for when our Lord Bimsclf foretold it,
He was charged with blasphemy. On the oc-
casion of His airaignment before Caiaphes, the
High Priest, the question w<s pressed upon\:im
by Caiaphss, “‘I adjure Thee by the living



