
THE CIIURCIH 0F SCOTLAND

iwss. Thuiir views and feeling-s are more
.Ipi*, perhaps, to be regre asru
ail.] iîîteresting mental plienomena than
as obstructions to the Christian spirit;
and shoul they at any time be other-
wise consîdercd andi give pain, those who
are so pained miay easily take refugf:e i n
the thoughit that it is no part of their
partieular work to, try direc.tly to re-
niove and overconie thiein. Or if they
should try and '-ai1, thieir work being
quite gratuitous a-wd their re.putation
and wvoridiy standing îîot being staked
on their succcss, they niav féel as if they
did net need to care, amnd thank thieir
stars that thcy are rot mnissionaries. But
iwith tue mnissionary it is altogether dif-
fereut If lie fails iii remotling prejudices

an assions opposed to Christianîty, lie
fails in everything, and hie cannot turn
aiva) frin, the faet-lîe inust face the
difficulties, and still work on ainid dis-
couragements- And how very dislieart-
ening it is to wiork, and work only, for
flhcgood of people -%vho yield you no sign
of sympathy or encourageient, te say
nothing of active opposition, only those

'ho hae experienced it can know-%.
There is no deny-ing, in the face of

these considcrations, that an act, a great
act, of seif-denial is rcquired on the part
of the maxi wbo deliberately, andI %vith
full intelligence of the case, chooses to

f as a rnissionary te Iîîdia. Xcet we
.ciîeve tiiere is enough of a -self-dIc-y*ing
spirit in rnany and nmany a young mnan
to, bear down ail snch obstacles, if hie
received encouragement enoughi fromn
his friends at home and the Chiurcli of
his fathers. But here the root -of the
cevii lics,--and there is nlo use in scekciîî
to d»%uise the fact : relativecs and friends'
oppose hini, ninistcrs of the Gospel 'whom
fie niay know discoura-ag him ; and pro-
fessors of divinity, if lic is a student of
promnise, poohi, pooli it al], and throw
cold water on his feealings. I -im not
speaking kindly nor in the way of specui-
lation, be~ as one who lias had experi-
ence of the mattcr, and 1 kuow whercof
1 affina. Hus parents, perhaps, have
exercised a geod deal, of seif-denial anid
made no sniali self-sacrifice to get hlm
through "the Colee, and thyfeel asif
their proper rewardà for it ail would be
that their son should aet a kirk i a
guid big steepcnd. Or if bis parents are
zy».ahihy, thon more thian, ever is it ex-

pccted tJîat lie wvill attain to sonie -rosi-
tion wvorthv of liiniself and honorable te
thein--by wil:i, of course, is mneant a
more than usually eligibie pastoral
charge or parish. And s0 in eitlier case
if he -goes abroaul, it will be against the
feelings and txlpectati*ns ot' las parents,
and that is somiething, wliich he cannot
sligh,,It. Mien outside, as w 1as witlîin
the fýamiiy circle tiei-e are various re-
pressýive foi-ces to be overcome-pre-
judices, and fears, and appeals to vanity,&c. It is said-and thlis is a very widely
spread and gentrallv ent.erta"i ýed opinion
-that only those whio cannot get
Churches at hoime, or 7%hlo are afraid
they Nvil1 not, go abroad as missionaimcs
To go abroad a,%- a missionary is thus
regaýrded. as an acknoiedginent of fail-
ure in the ecerical profession, as the list
resort of those "-ho cannot do better.
And if you point to muen of whoin that
cannot be saia, 0, well a missionary life
w.s the shiortest eut to marriage, or they
went away in disgust with the state of
the O.hurchi at homne, or comethiing else
th-m missionary zual was the impelling
motive ; aud if you go, it wili be
thîoughit that it wvas not love of the Gos-
pel, but love of a girl, that took yoix
away.

Or somnewhe are more cautious andi
politie in their e.yrressioi.,s, and 'who
would not have L& said that tlîey are
opposed to foreign inissionary eflort, wvill
q4uietly say, 1 "India is ail very well, but
1 do not sc -%vby they shomld have the
best of ou:' mnen thiere."' And so it in
indirectly hinted that it would be foolisb,
very imprudent iindeedi for yen wbo are
a mait of promnise te, go.- to any such
place-lt would be like l'iding your
talenîts in a napkin, or castingý peanis be-
fore swine. A very unebristian net, te
bt- sure! Thus does the devil bide him-
self often umider the guise of' cominion
sense 1 But sonietimes he 6hows hirnseif
qute openly, and witlîout sucli cowardiy

sk-ulkinig. 'If I did not very mauci: i,-
appreliend Iiiiii, I even heard a learneci
professor iiithe faeuit of divinity of one
of tlîe Ieadinig Univritmes in Seotiand
express umuseif in, a lecture te the n-s-
sionary -aciati&n as if hie believcd that
inissionary effort in foreigni parts ivasw
really of very little use and inight as
weii be discontiued Large tracts of
continent which once had been evange-


